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SANTA MONICA
DISABILITIES COMMISSION

The purpose of the Disabilities Commission is to ensure that people with disabilities 
have access to all City programs, services and activities, and are able to fully partici-
pate in all aspects of community life. The Commission addresses a variety of 
disability related issues that affect our quality of life in Santa Monica.  These include: 
transportation, housing, physical access, access to services, sensitivity of City staff 
and community education and awareness.  

The Commission is an advisory body to the Santa Monica City Council and City staff 
and does not provide direct services to individuals.

COMMISSION MEETINGS 

The public is welcome at Commission meetings, and is encouraged to provide public 
input on relevant disability issues at meetings, by email and postal mail. The Commis-
sion meets on the first Monday of every month 6:30 to 9:00 p.m at the Ken Edwards 
Center, 1527 Fourth St., Santa Monica.  Please contact the Human Services Division 
(information below) to verify the meeting date, or check the agenda for each meeting 
on the website at :
www.smgov.net/portals/AccessibleSM/agendas.aspx

The Ken Edwards Center is wheelchair accessible. For further information, and/or to 
request a disability-related accommodation please call the Human Services Division at 
(310) 458-8701, TTY (310) 458-8696, at least 5 business days prior to the meeting. 
Please address email to: DC@smgov.net

This document is available in alternate formats upon request.  



RESOURCES
All resources listed here are not-for-profit agencies. Contact the 
agency for information on fees for services – many are available 
free. For resources not found here, please contact Westside 
Center for Independent Living (WCIL) or 211LA, listed below for 
additional information and referrals.

“GO Request”
Santa Monica’s Government Outreach Customer Service Center

Download the app -  http://www.smgov.net/sm_go.aspx
or call 310-458-4991                           

Assistive Technology
EmpowerTech: Evaluates, educates, trains, and supports people 
with physical and developmental disabilities through computer-
based assistive technology. 
310-338-1597                                              www.empowertech.org

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services
Calif. Telephone Access Program: Free phones,TTYs, volume 
controls, other tel. accessories. 
800-806-1191/TTY 800-806-4474          www.californiaphones.org
Greater LA Council on Deafness (GLAD): Interpreters, classes, 
and resources. 
323-478-8000 (V/TTY)                                          www.gladinc.org
Hearing Loss Association of America (HLAA): Assistance and 
resources for people with hearing loss.         www.hearingloss.org

Developmental Disabilities
The Arc Los Angeles and Orange Counties: Training, educa-
tion, and community for children and adults with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities and their families.
562-803-4606                                                   www.thearclaoc.org
Westside Regional Center (WRC): Services for children and  
adults with  developmental disabilities including counseling, train-
ing, and case management. 
310-258-4000                                                  www.westsiderc.org

Education
Santa Monica College (SMC)  Student Services: Center for 
Students with Disabilities - Guidance and counseling on admis-
sions, programs, and student goals.
310-434-4265                                                            www.smc.edu
SMC/Emeritus College: Classes for older adults, with and 
without disabilities.
310-434-4306                                             www.smc.edu/emeritus
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District (SMMUSD): 
Special Education Department - Assesses and provides educa-
tional services for students.
310-450-8338                                                      www.smmusd.org

Groceries and Meals
Meals on Wheels West: Meals delivered to home-bound seniors 
and disabled. 
310-394-5133                                  www.mealsonwheelswest.org
Project Angel Food: Meals delivered to the homes of people 
affected by life-threatening illnesses.
323-845-1800                                                   www.angelfood.org
Westside Food Bank: Groceries for those with low income. 
310-828-6016                                  www.westsidefoodbankca.org

St. Anne’s 2031 Colorado St. SM 310-829-4040
Wednesdays, 4-5:30 pm

Salvation Army 1533 4th St. SM 310-451-1358
Monday-Friday, 9-11:00 am

Health Care
Venice Family Clinic: Free and low-cost primary, specialty, 
mental health, and dental care to people in need.
310-392-8636                                       www.venicefamilyclinic.org

HIV/AIDS Services
Common Ground: Direct services for persons living with HIV/
AIDS. 310-314-5480                 www.commongroundwestside.org

Mental Health Services
Didi Hirsch Community Mental Health Center: Comprehensive
services including Suicide Prevention Crisis Line: 800-273-8255.
310-390-6612                                                   www.didihirsch.org
Edelman Westside Mental Health Center: (LA Co. Dept. of 
Mental Health) Comprehensive services and case management. 
310-966-6500
St. John’s Child/Family Development Center: Mental health 
services for children, adolescents & their families. ASL-fluent staff. 
310-829-8921                                                       www.stjohns.org
Step Up on Second: Vocational and housing support services 
and case management. 
310-394-6889                                        www.stepuponsecond.org

Recreation
Santa Monica Adaptive Recreation and Sports: SMARS hosts 
a weekly social club for children and adults with disabilities as well 
as monthly outings.
310-458-8237                          www.smgov.net/departments/CCS/ 
SM Community Programs: Recreational events and classes that 
welcome people of all abilities.
310-458-8300 for recreation; 310-458-2239 for classes. 
                                                         www.smgov.net/comm_progs
Westside Special Olympics: Sports training and competitions 
for people, ages 8 and up, with intellectual disabilities.
310-458-8237                                                           www.sosc.org
UnRecables: Local ski trips for people with physical disabilities.                                             
858-793-1186                                               www.unrecables.com

Resources, Referrals and Advocacy
211 LA County:  Resource for social services and disaster 
support.  Dial 2-1-1 (Available 24 x 7 x 365)           www.211la.org
Accessible Santa Monica: City resource for beach access, 
tenets rights, and more.     www.smgov.net/portals/accessiblesm/
Disability Rights California: Advocacy for people with
disabilities. 
800-776-5746 TTY 800-718-5798        www.disabilityrightsca.org
Disability Rights Legal Center: Education, advocacy, legal 
representation for disability rights issues.
213-736-1334                        www.disabililityrightslegalcenter.org
Westside Center for Independent Living (WCIL): Advocacy,
direct services and referrals for persons with any disability, of any 
age. 
310-390-3611                                                            www.wcil.org

Seniors with a Disability
WISE & Health Aging: Case management, advocacy, resources, 
and referrals for seniors. 
310-394-9871                                 www.wiseandhealthyaging.org

Shelter Services
Community Corp. of SM: Develops and manages housing for
low-income tenants. 
310-394-3487                                          www.communitycorp.org
The People Concern: Emergency shelter through multiple 
programs for people with mental illness, victims of domestic 
abuse, and others in need. Provides many other support services.
310-450-4050                                                          www.opcc.net
WCIL Home Access Program: Home accessibility modifications 
for low income SM residents with disabilities.
310-390-3611                                                            www.wcil.org

Transportation
Access Services Inc. (ASI): Curb-to-curb service for qualified 
persons with a disability in L.A. County.
800-827-0829/TTY 800-827-1359                            www.asila.org
Big Blue Bus: City of Santa Monica transit system.
310-451-5444/TTY 310-395-6024                www.bigbluebus.com
Santa Monica Dial-A-Ride: Curb-to-curb and door-to-door 
service for seniors and  persons with disabilities within Santa 
Monica.
310-396-9874                                    www.wiseseniorservices.org

Vision Services
Braille Institute: Free services for blind and visually impaired 
people include classes, youth programs, and adult programs.
800-272-4553; 323-663-1111                    www.brailleinstitute.org
Center for the Partially Sighted: Services for partially sighted 
children and adults.
310-988-1970                                                  www.low-vision.org
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