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SMFMS 
OVERVIEW



Meet the 
team

• 5 management and admin staff

• 3 part time set up staff

• Interns

• Volunteers



Mission
The Santa Monica Farmers Markets are committed to 

promoting healthful eating and sustainable agriculture in 
California by providing fresh agricultural products from 

small farms to urban customers, thereby building 
community and preserving California farmland.



What is a Certified 
Farmers Market?

QUALITY INTEGRITY SUSTAINABILITY ACCOUNTABILITY

CHOICE/VARIETY WELLBEING COMMUNITY SUPPORTING A 
GREATER GOOD



MARKETS

Wednesday Downtown

2nd /Arizona
8:00 am – 1:00 pm

Saturday Downtown

3rd /Arizona
8:00 am – 1:00 pm

Saturday Pico
Virginia Avenue Park
8:00 am – 1:00 pm

Sunday Main Street
Main Street
8:30 am – 1:30 pm



Farmers



Prepared & 
Pre-packaged Foods



Musical 
Entertainment



Local Retail
Main Street Only



Education & 
Entertainment



Social Media 
@SMFMS



Food 
Assistance

• Food Stamps (EBT, Snap, 
CalFresh)

• WIC / Senior FMNP
• Market Match – Pico Market Only



Markets Accepting Applications

Market Location Prepared and pre-packaged food booths

Wednesday Downtown 50 square feet (1 vendor coffee only)

Saturday Downtown 200 square feet (1-2 vendors bakery & coffee only)

Saturday Pico Up to 300 square feet (1-3 vendors)

Sunday Main Street Up to 400 square feet (2-4 vendors)



Permits Expiring

Market Location Vendor Name

Wednesday Downtown Step Up on Second

Saturday Downtown Frogs Bakery

Saturday Pico Perkside Coffee

Sunday Main Street Surya Spa

Sunday Main Street Omertri (DBA Bistro Laurent)

Sunday Main Street CA’D’Oro Bakery



Rates
12% of daily gross sales
+ $2.00 Legislative Fee



Selection 
Metrics



Selection 
Metrics

Ingredient Sourcing 25%
Sustainability 25%
Experience 25%
Value 25%
Additional consideration for SM Business



Process 
Logistics



Time to Apply



PlanetBids

Previously all Bids were 
conducted through the 
Planet Bids platform.  
Previously registered 
parties, have been emailed 
of the current SMFMS 
Prepared and Pre-
packaged Food RFP 
through the Planet BIDS 
system.  



Email Notification



PlanetBids & 
Procure Now

The City is now using a new 
vendor Bid portal.  Please 
register with Procure Now by 
copying and paste URL under 
“Description” section in Planet 
Bids as listed here:

https://secure.procurenow.com/
portal/santa-monica-
ca/projects/2746

https://secure.procurenow.com/portal/santa-monica-ca/projects/2746


Procure 
Now

New paperless portal



Apply to Project



Attachments
Download the RFP attachments for instructions and application forms



RFP Document

• 50 pages total

• Application forms are pages 
39-50.



Application Forms

1. Download

2. Complete

3. Make one (1) PDF of the 
Application forms and ALL 
required attachments

4. Upload the PDF to 
ProcureNow



Application 
Instructions

Completing the application will take some time.  To make 
it more efficient, we suggest having the following 
documents available electronically to upload before you 
begin. Public Health Permit

• Agreement for Sharing of a Permitted Food Facility. 

• Proposed menu with prices

• Booth layout diagram and/or photos of your operation

• Green business certification - if applicable

• Organic certification (if applicable) 

• Ingredient Form - please see below for download 
instructions

MAKE ONE PDF THAT INCLUDES THE APPLICATION FORMS 
AND ALL REQUIRED DOCUMENTS. Incomplete applications 
will not be reviewed.



Additional 
Documentation

Upon acceptance we will request 
additional documentation including:
• Santa Monica Business License
• Community Event / Seasonal Event 

Permit
• Proof of Insurance
Please do not procure or submit these 
documents now.



Permits Terms
1 year with options to renew



Timeline 

March 5, 2020

RFP Issued

March 10, 2020

Q & A #1

April 4, 2020

Q & A #2

April 15, 2020

Questions Due

April 30, 2020

Applications Due

May 2020

Evaluation Team 
recommendation 
of permit award to 
staff

June 9, 2020

New Vendor 
Orientation

July 1, 2020

Vendor Permit 
Start Date

It is strongly recommended that all interested
applicants one of the two Q & A sessions. In these
sessions, market staff will review the application
process in detail and answer any questions you may
have. All questions and answers will be recorded
and posted on ProcureNow after April 15, 2020.



Tips and 
Extras

Visit each market

Learn about the demographics

Consider your budget

All information subject to verification including 
but not limited to site visits

Wait to submit until April 15 after Q & A have 
been released.

Protest Deadline (p.12, item 28)

Signatures (legally binding – representations 
made under penalty of perjury)



Questions

Jodi Low

Santa Monica Farmers Markets

Farmers Market Coordinator II

310-458-8712 x 5

jodi.low@smgov.net

Monday – Wednesday

(alternating Thursdays)

mailto:jodi.low@smgov.net
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