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SUBJECT: LETTER OF DETERMINATION FOR SMALL CELL WIRELESS PERMIT

APPLICATION 17WIR-0131
LOCATION: CITY-OWNED STREETLIGHT POLE IN FRONT OF 2261 23R° ST

DETERMINATION

The City of Santa Monica Department of Public Works, after reviewing the submitted application
package and received public comments, finds that the proposed wireless facility complies with all
applicable provisions of the Santa Monica Municipal Code and Federal Communications
Commission rules. The application is therefore approved.

DISCUSSION

The City of Santa Monica received an application for the installation of a small cell site on an
existing, City-owned streetlight pole in front of 2261 23™ St. This area is zoned R1 Single-Unit
Residential. The streetlight pole proposed for the installation has an overall height of
approximately 26 ft 3 in. The installation of the small cell site will increase the overall pole height
to approximately 29 ft 4 in. All equipment is proposed to be installed toward or on top of the
existing streetlight pole or below grade, resulting in no effect on the public’s use of the public right-
of-way (SMMC 7.70.080(b)).

Pursuant to SMMC 7.70.020(t) and 7.70.060, the applicant sent a City-approved notice to all
businesses and residents within a 500-ft radius of the proposed installation with information
regarding how to submit a public comment to the City. As stated on the notice, public comments
must be sent within 14 calendar days of receiving the notice.

The City received four public comments in response to this proposed installation. Public
comments included:

e Concerns regarding a lack of opportunity for public participation and input;

e Concerns about the camouflage of the proposed installation, including suggestions to
move it to an alternative location (nearby alley or commercial street);

e Claims that this application provides an unfair advantage over competitors of similar
technologies;
Suggestions that an Environmental Impact Study should be performed:;

e Concerns regarding revenue aspects of these installations, including transparency with
the public;
Concerns regarding the proposed installation’s effect on property values;

e Claims that the application is based on incorrect information; and
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e Concerns regarding health.

The intention of the public noticing process is to invite public participation and input regarding
the proposed installation. All public comments were considered in the course of the City’s
review of this application. Further, the contact information of the applicant and the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) is provided on the public notice if the public has inquiries
regarding the technical aspects of the application.

Photosimulations before and after the installation were submitted as part of this application. The
applicant has proposed to camouflage the equipment through the use of a tubular antenna shroud
painted gray to match the existing pole. Further, all other equipment, where technically feasible,
has been proposed to be painted to match the existing pole. City staff worked with the carrier to
develop the aforementioned camouflage measures and have found them to be in compliance with
the City’s camouflage requirements (SMMC 7.70.080(c)). Further, pursuant to federal law, the
City cannot prohibit (or have the effect of prohibiting) the provision of personal wireless services.
Precluding installations in areas that are deemed “too residential” will have the effect of prohibiting
the provision of personal wireless services in residentially-zoned areas and therefore contradicts
federal law.

The City considers these applications without regard to the specific carrier requesting the
installation. Accordingly, all carriers have equal opportunity to deploy their services in the City. It
is the responsibility of each carrier to deploy their network infrastructure in accordance with their
coverage needs.

Pursuant to Title 47 CFR 1.1307(b)(1), installation of wireless facilities that emit greater than 1,000
watts of Effective Radiated Power (W ERP) and are mounted on structures less than 10 meters
(32.81 ft) are required to prepare an Environmental Assessment pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act. The proposed installation emits 172.61 W ERP and is therefore
categorically excluded from preparing an Environmental Assessment.

The City charges fair market value, currently $2,500 per installation per year, for use of its
infrastructure. It is not customary to seek public input in determining the lease rates for City
infrastructure. However, City staff conducted research of other municipalities to determine fair
market value for attachment of wireless devices on City infrastructure.

The proposed installation was found to be in compliance with all of the City’s requirements and
standards for wireless communications facilities in the public right-of-way as stated in Santa
Monica Municipal Code section 7.70. During review, City staff reviewed the application for
accuracy and resolved all requests for information/clarification with the applicant. Further, the
installation was found to comply with FCC requirements regarding radiofrequency emissions
(SMMC 7.70.080(a)(d)).

Through its review, the City of Santa Monica has exercised its jurisdiction over regulating the
proposed wireless facility consistent with the limitations set forth in Title 47 US Code section
332(7)(B). Consistent with these limitations, the City did not (and cannot) regulate this proposed
installation on the basis of the environmental effects of radiofrequency emissions, as the
installation complies with FCC requirements regarding radiofrequency emissions.
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APPEAL

Pursuant to SMMC 7.70.090, any person may appeal the Public Works Department’s decision to
the City Council within 14 calendar days after the determination has been published on the City’s
website. The publishing date can be found at the top of this letter. Appellants are encouraged to
include in their appeals any supporting documentation as to how this installation does not comply
with  local, state, or federal law. Appeals may be filed online at
www.santamonica.gov/wirelessappeals or mailed to:

City of Santa Monica
Attn: Wireless Appeal
1685 Main St, Rm 116
Santa Monica, CA 90401

In your correspondence, please include the wireless permit number 17WIR-0131 or your appeal
request will not be processed.

Sincerely,

DISNPLIAS
(A’Susan Cline

Director
Department of Public Works
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