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INTRODUCTION
This document is an Initial Study to evaluate the potential environmental effects of the City of
Santa Monica’s proposed Zoning Ordinance Update (also referenced as the “Project”). This
document has been prepared in accordance with the relevant provisions of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) of 1970 (as amended) and the State CEQA Guidelines as
implemented by the City of Santa Monica. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update is a project
subject to the guidelines and regulations of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). This
Initial Study/Negative Declaration evaluates the potential direct, indirect, and cumulative
environmental effects associated with the Project, as proposed.
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update implements the policies of the City’s Land Use and
Circulation Element (LUCE) by classifying and regulating the development and uses of land and
structures within the City. The Project is described in detail in Section 2.3, Project Characteristics.

BACKGROUND
On July 6, 2010, the Council adopted the City of Santa Monica’s Land Use and Circulation
Element (LUCE) and certified the LUCE Program Environmental Impact Report (EIR) [State
Clearinghouse Number #2009041117]. The LUCE calls for comprehensive revisions to the City’s
Zoning Ordinance which has not been comprehensively revised since 1988. A clear, easily
understandable Zoning Ordinance will translate the community concepts from the General Plan
into the Zoning Ordinance as an implementation tool. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
will guide future development and design to conserve neighborhoods and to enhance infill on
the boulevards and transit corridors that supports multi-modal access and local-serving
commercial uses. The Zoning Ordinance will provide a clear process for achieving the desired
community benefits of an area and define the means for development to provide community
benefits as part of a project.
Zoning Ordinance Update and the LUCE
The LUCE created a framework to integrate housing with existing and future transit investment.
The anticipated completion of the Exposition Light Rail line by 2015, including three Santa
Monica stations, creates opportunities for developing affordable and market rate housing within
walking distance of transit while encouraging the conservation of existing residential
neighborhoods.
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update is one of the principal tools for implementing the LUCE.
It will be used to advance three of its core themes: Conserve and Enhance Neighborhoods, Link
Land Use and Transportation, and Improve Quality of Life. More specifically, it will be the main
tool to conserve residential neighborhoods, guide new mixed-use development along
boulevards and transit corridors, create complete neighborhoods, and achieve community
benefits.

PURPOSE AND LEGAL AUTHORITY
In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (Public Resources Code Section
21000, et. Seq.) and the 2013 State CEQA Guidelines, the City of Santa Monica as lead agency is
required to undertake the preparation of an Initial Study to determine whether the Project would
have a significant environmental impact. If, as a result of the Initial Study, the lead agency finds
that there is evidence that any aspect of the Project may cause a significant environmental
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effect, the lead agency shall further find that an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is warranted
to analyze Project-related and cumulative environmental impacts. Alternatively, if the lead
agency finds that there is no evidence that the Project, either as proposed or as modified to
include the mitigation measures identified in the Initial Study, may cause a significant effect on
the environment, the lead agency shall find that the Project would not have a significant effect
on the environment and shall prepare a Negative Declaration or Mitigated Negative
Declaration (ND or MND) for the Project. Such determination can be made only if “there is no
substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before the lead agency” that such an effect
may occur (Section 21080(c), Public Resources Code).
Additionally, Section 15152 of the CEQA Guidelines allows an EIR or ND to tier from the
environmental analysis of an earlier EIR or ND as follows:
“Tiering refers to using the analysis of general matters contained in a broader EIR
with later EIRs and negative declarations on narrower projects; incorporating by
reference the general discussions from the broader EIR; and concentrating the
later EIR or negative declaration solely on the issues specific to the later
project….Tiering is appropriate when the sequence of analysis is from an EIR
prepared for a general plan, policy or program to an EIR or negative declaration
for another plan, policy, or program of lesser scope, or to a site-specific EIR of
negative declaration.”
Section 15168(c) of the CEQA Guidelines further states a program EIR may be used with later
activities:
“Use with Later Activities: Subsequent activities in the program must be examined
in the light of the program EIR to determine whether an additional environmental
document must be prepared.
1. If a later activity would have effects that were not examined in the program EIR,
a new initial study would need to be prepared leading to either an EIR or a
negative declaration.
2. If the agency finds that pursuant to Section 15162, no new effects could occur
or no new mitigation measure would be required, the agency can approve the
activity as being within the scope of the project covered by the program EIR, and
no new environmental document would be required.
3. An agency shall incorporate feasible mitigation measures and alternatives
developed in the program EIR into subsequent actions in the program.
4. Where the subsequent activities involve site specific operations, the agency
should use a written checklist or similar device to document the evaluation of the
site and the activity to determine whether the environmental effects of the
operation were covered in the program EIR.
5. A program EIR will be most helpful in dealing with subsequent activities if it deals
with the effects of the program as specifically and comprehensively as possible.
With a good and detailed analysis of the program, many subsequent activities
could be found to be within the scope of the project described in the program
EIR, and no further environmental documents would be required.”
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Pursuant to CEQA, the City of Santa Monica has prepared this Initial Study/Negative Declaration
(IS/ND) to evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed Zoning Ordinance
Update. This IS/ND addresses all environmental issues listed in Appendix G of the CEQA
Guidelines. Since the Zoning Ordinance Code update is entirely consistent with the 2010 LUCE,
this IS/ND tiers with and incorporates, by reference, the City’s previously certified Program
Environmental Impact Report [EIR] (June 2010) prepared for the Land Use and Circulation
Element (LUCE) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Sections 15150,15152, and 15168.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
with and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would not permit land uses of greater density or height than permitted under the LUCE and
would not allow new development in areas where such development is prohibited under the
LUCE. Based on the analysis provided within, the Initial Study/Negative Declaration has
concluded that adoption of the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not result in new
significant impacts on the environment that have not been previously examined or adequately
addressed in the LUCE Program EIR.
This IS/ND, which is ultimately required to be adopted by the City Council in accordance with
CEQA, is intended as an informational document. This IS/ND addresses all environmental issues
listed in Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines. Future land uses allowed pursuant to the proposed
Zoning Ordinance Update will be subject to permitting and project specific use, development
and design conditions as governed by the Zoning Ordinance, as updated. Additionally, future
land uses would be subject to review on a project-by-project basis to determine compliance
with CEQA. If necessary, project-level CEQA review will be required to determine projectspecific impacts. Evaluation of future project-level impacts would be too speculative to include
in this IS/ND (see CEQA Guidelines Section 15145).

PRIOR ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTS
The LUCE Program EIR, from which this ND is tiered with, evaluated impacts associated with the
LUCE, including cumulative impacts associated with future development occurring under the
LUCE. The LUCE Program EIR is available for public review at the City of Santa Monica City Hall,
located at 1685 Main Street in Santa Monica.



City of Santa Monica Land Use and Circulation Element (LUCE) Program Environmental
Impact Report (EIR), April 2010, State Clearinghouse No. 2009041117
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CITY OF SANTA MONICA
INITIAL STUDY / NEGATIVE DECLARATION
AND NEIGHBORHOOD IMPACT STATEMENT
1. Project title:
City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update
2. Lead agency name and address:
City of Santa Monica
1685 Main Street
Santa Monica, CA 90407
3. Contact person and phone number:
Rachel Kwok
(310) 458-8341
4. Project location:
Citywide – The City of Santa Monica is located in west Los Angeles County. The coastal City
comprises approximately 8.25 square miles bounded on the north, south, and east by the
City of Los Angeles, and on the west by the Pacific Ocean. Surrounding communities in the
City of Los Angeles include Pacific Palisades, Brentwood, West Los Angeles, Mar Vista, and
Venice.
Figure 1 (Regional Location Map) illustrates the regional location of the City of Santa Monica.
Regional access to the City is provided by Interstate 10 (Santa Monica Freeway), which
bisects the City, the Pacific Coast Highway (PCH), which traverses the western edge of the
City, and State Route 1 (Lincoln Boulevard).
5. Project applicant/sponsor's name and address:
City of Santa Monica Planning and Community Development Department
6. General plan designation:
Citywide (Downtown Core, General Commercial, Health Care Mixed Use, High Density
Housing, Industrial Conservation, Institution/Public Lands, Low Density Housing, Medium
Density Housing, Mixed Use Boulevard, Mixed Use Boulevard Low, Mixed Use Creative,
Neighborhood Commercial, Oceanfront District, Office Campus, Parks and Open Space,
Single Family Housing, Bergamot Transit Village)
7. Zoning:
Citywide
8. Description of project:
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On July 6, 2010, the City Council adopted an updated Land Use and Circulation Element
(LUCE) for the City of Santa Monica. The LUCE is the City’s guiding land use and
transportation plan that encompasses the community’s vision for Santa Monica’s future
through the year 2030. The LUCE made profound changes in the way the City addressed
land use and transportation policy.
The LUCE was adopted recognizing the need to
preserve the City’s character, protect neighborhoods, manage the City’s transportation
systems, and encourage additional housing in a sustainable manner that ensures a high
quality of life for all residents.
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update is a comprehensive amendment to the City’s
existing Zoning Ordinance and related land use and planning chapters (Article 9 of the City’s
Municipal Code) and the Zoning Map to achieve consistency with the Land Use and
Circulation (LUCE) and to reflect the desires of the community in terms of allowed use
provisions and development standards. The full draft of the proposed Zoning Ordinance
Update is available online on the City of Santa Monica Planning website at
http://www.smgov.net/Departments/PCD/Zoning/Zoning-Update/ .
The current version of the Zoning Ordinance was adopted by the City in 1988. The Zoning
Ordinance has been amended multiple times since, but has not been comprehensively
updated until this time.
The purposes of the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update are to:
•

Implement the policies of, and ensure consistency with, the adopted LUCE;

•

Clarify, and streamline where possible, the processes, standards and discretionary
review criteria for approvals; and

•

Ensure that the Zoning Ordinances is easier to read and use.

The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update is organized into five divisions that are further
broken up into chapters. Each division contains chapters covering specific topics. Some of
the specific chapters likely to be of high interest are identified below.
•

Division I – Introductory Provisions. This Division includes Authority and Applicability
regulations, and Rules for Measurement to assist in understanding and administering
the Zoning Ordinance.

•

Division II – Base and Overlay Districts. Division II is a main part of the Zoning
Ordinance, where use allowances and restrictions, height and density limits, and
other development standards are established within each zoning district.

•

Division III – General Regulations. Division III includes regulations that apply to all
development, as well as regulations applicable to certain types of uses.

•

Division IV – Administration and Permits. Division IV includes provisions for different
types of permits and other regulatory mechanisms and activities, such as specific
plans and Zoning Ordinance amendments.

•

Division V – General Terms. Includes use categories and classifications, which define
the types of uses regulated in the Zoning Ordinance, and other definitions for terms
used through the Ordinance.
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As with the existing ordinance, a number of land use and zoning related chapters are
included in Article 9 of the Municipal Code, but not be within the Zoning Ordinance itself.
These will be in Division VI:
•

Division VI – Related Provisions. These chapters are land use-related and will be
bundled with, but are not part of the Zoning Ordinance. Provisions include Affordable
Housing Production Program, Subdivision regulations, Signs, Landmarks, Architectural
Review and Transportation Demand Management Program (TDM).

New Design Guidelines
While not formally part of the Zoning Ordinance, new Design Guidelines have been
developed to help both the Architectural Review Board (ARB) and staff in the review of
projects. The package includes Design Objectives to provide a framework for decisionmaking, and Design Guidelines to support the Objectives, including multiple examples of
ways of accomplishing each objective.
For the purposes of this Initial Study/Negative Declaration only, the term “proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update” encompasses Divisions I through VI above as well as the proposed
Design Guidelines.
9. Surrounding land uses and setting:
Citywide
10. Decision-making bodies or agencies whose approval is required (e.g., permits, financing
approval, or participation agreement.)
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would require the following discretionary approvals:
•

Adoption of the Negative Declaration by City Council, after recommendation from
Planning Commission

•

Adoption of an ordinance repealing Article 9 of the Santa Monica Municipal Code and
adoption of the Zoning Ordinance update, after recommendation from Planning
Commission

•

Approval of potential General Plan (LUCE) amendment as warranted by City Council,
after recommendation from Planning Commission
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FIGURE 1 – REGIONAL LOCATION MAP
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FIGURE 2 – PROPOSED ZONING DISTRICTING MAP
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:
The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project,
involving at least one impact that is a "Potentially Significant Impact" that was not previously
examined or adequately addressed in a previous EIR as indicated by the checklist on the
following pages.
Aesthetics

Agriculture and Forestry
Resources

Air Quality

Biological Resources

Construction Effects

Cultural Resources

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Geology/Soils

Hazards & Hazardous
Materials

Hydrology/Water Quality

Land Use/Planning

Mineral Resources

Neighborhood Effects

Noise

Population/Housing

Public Services

Recreation

Shadows

Transportation/Traffic

Utilities/Service Systems

Mandatory Findings of
Significance
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DETERMINATION: (To be completed by the Lead Agency)
On the basis of this initial evaluation:
I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the
environment, and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.
I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the
environment, there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the
project have been made by or agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.
I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and
an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.
I find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or
"potentially significant unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one
effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to
applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based
on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.
I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the
environment, because all potentially significant effects (a) have been adequately
analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to
applicable standards, and (b) its effects are less than or equal to the effects disclosed
in that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures
that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

_________________________________________________________
David Martin
Planning Director

___________________
Date
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Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater than
identified in
the EIR

I.

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed in
the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

No
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

AESTHETICS. Compared to the assumptions, analysis, and conclusions presented in the
certified LUCE Program EIR, would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a
scenic vista?
Less Than Significant Impact. A scenic vista is typically defined as a public view of highly valued
visual and scenic resources such as the ocean and distant mountain ranges, particularly from
public vantage points. Major scenic vistas in the City are those associated with the beach, the
bay, the Pier, and the bluffs. Policies in the City‘s Local Coastal Program Land Use Plan are
directed towards preserving and enhancing the public views associated with these resources, as
well as improving the visual quality of the inland urbanized area of the Coastal Zone. 1 Examples
of local scenic views include those of the Pacific Ocean, the Santa Monica Mountains, and
urban scenic resources along major roadways. In general, public views of the Pacific Ocean
are available from the coastal areas (e.g., along Pacific Coast Highway and Ocean Avenue).
At some locations along north-south roadways, channeled public views of the Santa Monica
Mountains are available. Public views of urban scenic resources (such as the Santa Monica Pier)
are available from locations near the particular resource.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
with and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would not permit land uses of greater density or height than permitted under the LUCE and
would not allow new development in areas where such development is prohibited under the
LUCE. Therefore, there would be no new scenic vista impacts that have not been previously
examined or adequately addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg.4.1-58 through 4.1-59).
Rather, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would result in beneficial environmental effects
on scenic vistas due to increased design standards, new design guidelines, and the imposition of
general site regulations. Specifically, Chapter 9.14 (Oceanfront District) of the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update would require that for parcels located along the Pacific Coast Highway
between the Santa Monica Pier and the north City limits, any structure with 70 feet or more of
frontage parallel to PCH must provide an unobstructed view corridor between PCH and the
ocean. Additionally, stepback and setback requirements set forth in the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update would permit greater sightlines between buildings.
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations, performance standards and design
standards that address the preservation of public scenic vistas, including those set forth in the
Zoning Ordinance, as updated, and the LUCE. Pursuant to CEQA, future new land uses that
occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would be subject to their own
environmental review on a project-by-project basis to assess impacts on scenic vistas. Therefore,

1

City of Santa Monica, Local Coastal Program Land Use Plan; August 1992.
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the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not have a substantial adverse effect on a
scenic vista. Impacts would be less than significant.
Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater than
identified in
the EIR

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed in
the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

No
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

b) Substantially damage scenic resources,
including, but not limited to, trees, rock
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a
state scenic highway?

Less Than Significant Impact. There are no State-designated scenic highways in the City of
Santa Monica. 2 PCH is eligible for designation as scenic highway, but it is not officially
designated as such by the State or County of Los Angeles. The City’s 1997 Open Space Element
does identify three green streets as scenic corridors in the City 3:
•

Olympic Boulevard between 11th Street and Centinela Avenue;

•

San Vicente Drive between Ocean Avenue and the eastern border of the City; and

•

Fourth Street between Montana Avenue and Adelaide Drive.

Public trees within these City-identified scenic corridors are considered scenic resources. All
public trees are protected by the City’s Urban Forest Master Plan and City’s Tree Code (Chapter
7.40 of the Santa Monica Municipal Code). As established in the City’s Tree Code and Urban
Forest Master Plan, public trees within City right-of-ways are required to remain in place.
Removal of public trees would generally only be permitted for public improvement projects and
would require a tree removal permit in accordance with the City’s Tree Code and Urban Forest
Master Plan.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
permit land uses of greater density or height than permitted under the LUCE and would not
allow new development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE.
Therefore, there would be no new scenic resource impacts that have not been previously
examined or adequately addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.1-57 through 4.1-58).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations, performance standards and design
standards of the Zoning Ordinance, as updated, and the LUCE that provide for protection of a

2 California Department of Transportation, Scenic Highway Program, Officially Designated State Scenic Highways; online
at http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LandArch/scenic/schwy.htm; accessed 12/2/2013.
3

City of Santa Monica, Open Space Element, page 13, March 1997.
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scenic resource. Pursuant to CEQA, future new land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed
Zoning Ordinance Update would be subject to their own environmental review on a project-byproject basis to assess impacts on scenic resource. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance
Update would not substantially damage scenic resources, including trees, rock outcroppings,
and historic buildings. Impacts would be less than significant.
Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater than
identified in
the EIR

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed in
the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

No
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual
character or quality of the site and its
surroundings?

Less Than Significant Impact.
The City is largely urbanized with established residential
neighborhoods, parks, commercial corridors, a civic center, a beachfront, schools, and other
community serving facilities. 4 The scale of the City is generally compact, with predominantly
low-rise development, and moderate building heights and small parcel size. The downtown and
coastal areas feature the City’s tallest buildings. The visual character and quality of the City
varies depending on the areas, as each neighborhood or district is unique in its character and
design. The majority of the land area within the City is comprised of residential neighborhoods,
which are noted for their variety of design, rather than by any dominant style. As required by
Chapter 9.32 (Architectural Review) of the current Zoning Ordinance, new development
projects are subject to final design review by the Architectural Review Board to ensure high
quality visual character.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The LUCE had allowed for land use changes to
occur in limited areas of the City (e.g., Bergamot Area, Downtown, and along commercial
corridors). For the majority of the City, the LUCE conserved the existing pattern of uses and
establishes policies for protection and long-term conservation of established residential
neighborhoods. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not permit land uses of greater
density or height than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new development in
areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there would be no new
visual character impacts that have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in
the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.1-59 through 4.1-61).
Rather, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would result in beneficial environmental effects
on visual character due to increased development standards, new design guidelines, and the
imposition of general site regulations.
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update intends to
improve the existing aesthetic character of development throughout the City. Proposed zoning
standards addressing design, articulation, and building coverage would ensure harmony with
the scale and character of surrounding development. For example, Chapter 9.11 of the
proposed Zoning Ordinance Update includes pedestrian-oriented design requirements (such as
City of Santa Monica, Land Use and Circulation Element, Final Environmental Impact Report, pg. 4.1-2 through pg 4.1-3
April 2010.

4
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articulated facades) to ensure that new developments are designed with an attractive streetlevel frontage. New landscaping/open space requirements are also included in Chapter 9.26 of
the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update to improve the appearance of new development.
Additionally, Chapter 9.18 of the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would include provisions
for establishing neighborhood conservation districts to preserve the visual character of existing
neighborhoods. Chapter 9.55 (Architectural Review) of the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would continue to require projects to undergo final design review by the Architectural Review
Board. However, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would also require projects subject to
a Development Review Permit to undergo initial design review by the Architectural Review
Board prior to a Planning Commission hearing. This additional requirement would ensure that
substantive issues related to visual character are addressed early in the discretionary review
process. Furthermore, the proposed new design guidelines would encourage new development
to maintain and enhance existing neighborhood urban design patterns that emphasize
pedestrian-orientation and human-scale.
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations, performance standards and design
standards of the Zoning Ordinance, as updated, and the LUCE that ensure high quality visual
character. Pursuant to CEQA, future new land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update would be subject to their own environmental review on a project-by-project
basis to assess visual character impacts. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would not substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the City. Impacts
would be less than significant.
Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater than
identified in
the EIR

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed in
the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

No
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

d) Create a new source of substantial light or
glare that would adversely affect day or
nighttime views in the area?

Less Than Significant Impact. The City is primarily built-out, and a significant amount of ambient
light from urban uses already exists. Similar to other developed urban areas, sources of light and
glare include glass building facades, building signage, security lighting, street lights, parking lot
lighting, and automobile headlights. In general, commercial areas such as the Downtown and
the City’s boulevards have the highest level of nighttime lighting. 5
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new
development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there

5

City of Santa Monica, Land Use and Circulation Element, Final Environmental Impact Report, pg. 4.1-26 through 4.1-27,

April 2010.
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would be no new light/glare impacts that have not been previously examined or adequately
addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.1-62).
Rather, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would result in beneficial environmental effects
on light/glare due to increased development standards, new design guidelines, and the
imposition of general site regulations. For example, Section 9.21.080 (Lighting) of the proposed
Zoning Ordinance Update would require that new/replacement lighting be shielded such that
light will not be trespass onto adjacent properties. Section 9.28.120 (Parking, Loading,
Circulation) of the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update also establishes a maximum of 3.0 foot
candles of light over the parking surface during the hours of use form ½ hour before dusk until ½
before dawn. Additionally, Section 9.21.120 (Reflective Materials) of the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update prohibits the use of reflective materials on the facade of any new buildings.
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations performance standards and design
standards that address lighting/glare, including those of the Zoning Code, as updated, and the
LUCE. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not have a substantial adverse
effect on lighting/glare. Impacts would be less than significant.
Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater than
identified in
the EIR

II.

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed in
the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

No
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES. In determining whether impacts to agricultural
resources are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to the
California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997), prepared by
the California Department of Conservation as an optional model to use in assessing
impacts on agriculture and farmland. In determining whether impacts to forest
resources, including timberland, are significant environmental effects, lead agencies
may refer to information compiled by the California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection regarding the state’s inventory of forest land, including the Forest and Range
Assessment Project and the Forest Legacy Assessment project; and forest carbon
measurement methodology provided in Forest Protocols adopted by the California Air
Resources Board. Compared to the assumptions, analysis, and conclusions presented in
the certified LUCE Program EIR, would the project:

a) Convert
Prime
Farmland,
Unique
Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide
Importance (Farmland), as shown on the
maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland
Mapping and Monitoring Program of the
California Resources Agency, to nonagricultural use?
b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural
use, or a Williamson Act contract?
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Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater than
identified in
the EIR

c)

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed in
the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

No
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause
rezoning of, forest land (as defined in
Public Resources Code section 12220(g)),
timberland
(as
defined
by
Public
Resources Code section 4526), or
timberland zoned Timberland Production
(as defined by Government Code section
51104(g))?

d) Result in the loss of forest land or
conversion of forest land to non-forest
use?
e) Involve other changes in the existing
environment which, due to their location
or nature, could result in conversion of
Farmland to non-agricultural use?

a through e) No Impact. The proposed project is the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update. The
City is urbanized and does not contain any designated Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or
Farmland of Statewide Importance 6; agricultural land, or forest land. Therefore, no impacts
would occur.
Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater than
identified in
the EIR

III.

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed in
the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

No
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

AIR QUALITY. Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air
quality management or air pollution control district may be relied upon to make the
following determinations. Compared to the assumptions, analysis, and conclusions
presented in the certified LUCE Program EIR, would the project:

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of
the applicable air quality plan?

No Impact. The City of Santa Monica is located with the South Coast Air Basin (SCAB), which is
regulated by the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). Pursuant to the
Clean Air Act, SCAQMD has prepared the 2012 Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) to reduce

6

California Division of Land Resource Protection, Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program, Los Angeles County Map;
online at ftp://ftp.consrv.ca.gov/pub/dlrp/FMMP/pdf/2008/los08.pdf; 2008.
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emissions of criteria pollutants in the SCAB. 7 The AQMP contains a comprehensive list of pollution
control strategies directed at reducing emissions and achieving ambient air quality standards.
The SCAQMD has adopted criteria for determining consistency with regional plans and the
regional AQMP in its CEQA Air Quality Handbook. These include: (1) identifying whether a
project would increase the frequency or severity of existing air quality violations or cause or
contribute to new air quality violations and (2) identifying whether a project would exceed the
assumptions utilized in preparing the AQMP. Under the second criterion, a significant impact
would occur if a project is inconsistent with the growth assumptions upon which the regional
AQMP was based.
The City’s LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.2-16 through 4.2-17) determined that the LUCE is consistent
with the 2008 AQMP for the SCAB. Since certification of the LUCE EIR, the SCAQMD adopted the
2012 AQMP which is based on updated growth assumptions for cities within the SCAB.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new
development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, as the
proposed Zoning Ordinance is consistent with the LUCE and LUCE growth assumptions, it is also
deemed consistent with the AQMP. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not conflict
with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan. No impacts would occur.
Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater than
identified in
the EIR

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed in
the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

No
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

b) Violate any air quality standard or
contribute substantially to an existing or
projected air quality violation?
c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net
increase of any criteria pollutant for which
the project region is in non-attainment
under an applicable federal or state
ambient air quality standard (including
releasing
emissions
that
exceed
quantitative
thresholds
for
ozone
precursors)?

Operation
Less Than Significant Impact. Pollutants emitted into the ambient air by stationary and mobile
sources are regulated by federal and state law. Air pollutants are categorized as primary or
secondary pollutants. Primary air pollutants are emitted directly from sources. Carbon monoxide

7

South Coast Air Quality District, 2012 Air Quality Management Plan, February 2013.
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(CO), volatile organic compounds (VOC), nitrogen dioxide (NO2), sulfur dioxide (SO2), coarse
inhalable particulate matter (PM10), fine inhalable particulate matter (PM2.5), and lead (Pb) are
primary air pollutants. Of these, CO, SO2, NO2, PM10, and PM2.5 are “criteria air pollutants,”
which means that ambient air quality standards (AAQS) have been established for them at the
federal (National AAQS) or state level (California AAQS). The SCAB is currently in nonattainment
for ozone (“O3”), nitrogen dioxide (“NO2”), respirable particulate matter (“PM10”) and fine
particulate matter (“PM2.5”). 8
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new
development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there
would be no new air quality impacts that have not been previously examined or adequately
addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.2-18 through 4.2-19; pg. 4.2-23 through 4.2-25).
Rather, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would result in beneficial environmental effects
on air quality due to increased development standards that foster the creation of a sustainable,
multi-modal community. For example, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update requires that
new buildings in the Mixed-Use and Commercial Districts, Employment Districts, and Oceanfront
Districts be designed in a human-scale with active-ground floor frontages to promote pedestrian
activity. Additionally, Chapter 9.28 (Parking, Loading, and Circulation) of the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update would support opportunities for alternative modes of travel through minimum
requirements for bicycle parking, car van pool, parking, and pedestrian facilities. Furthermore,
Chapter 9.53 of the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update sets forth strengthened Transportation
Demand Management (TDM) provisions to reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT) and associated
air pollutant emissions. Specifically, Chapter 9.53 would reduce the threshold of TDM
applicability for employers from 50 to 30 employees and includes higher average vehicle
ridership (AVR) targets as well as physical /programmatic requirements.
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations performance standards and design
standards that address sustainability and air quality, including those of the Zoning Ordinance, as
updated, and the LUCE. Pursuant to CEQA, future new land uses that occur pursuant to the
proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would be subject to their own environmental review on a
project-by-project basis to assess impacts on air quality. Therefore, the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update would not violate an air quality standard or contribute to an existing air
quality violation. Impacts would be less than significant.
Construction
Significant Impact Adequately Addressed in the LUCE Program EIR. Construction activities from
future development projects could generate temporary construction-related pollutant emissions
that contribute to concentrations of ozone, PM10, and PM2.5. Construction-related pollutant
emissions from certain development projects implemented in the future could individually
exceed SCAQMD thresholds. Since information on construction scheduling and project size is
not available for all future individual projects, construction emissions for individual projects

8

California Air Resources Board, 2013
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cannot be quantified. Therefore, the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.2-23 and pg. 4.2-24) conservatively
concluded that impacts would be significant and unavoidable.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow urban
new development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore,
there would be no new air quality impacts that have not been previously examined or
adequately addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.2-23 through 4.2-25).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations performance standards and design
standards that address sustainability and air quality, including those of the Zoning Ordinance, as
updated, and the LUCE. Pursuant to CEQA, future new land uses that occur pursuant to the
proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would be subject to their own environmental review on a
project-by-project basis to assess impacts on air quality. Therefore, the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update would not result in a significant air quality impact not examined or
adequately addressed in the LUCE Program EIR.
Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater than
identified in
the EIR

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed in
the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

No
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial
pollutant concentrations?

Less Than Significant Impact. CO is the criteria pollutant that is produced in greatest quantity
from vehicle combustion and does not readily disperse into the atmosphere. Areas of vehicle
congestion have the potential to create elevated concentrations of CO called ”hot spots”.
These hot spots typically occur at intersections where vehicle speeds are reduced and idle time
is increased.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new
development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there
would be no air quality impacts that have not been previously examined or adequately
addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.2- 20 through 4.2-21).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Pursuant to CEQA, future new land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed
Zoning Ordinance Update would be subject to their own environmental review on a project-byproject basis to assess impacts related to air pollutant concentrations. Therefore, the proposed
Zoning Ordinance Update would not expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant
concentrations. Impacts would be less than significant.
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Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater than
identified in
the EIR

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed in
the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

No
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

e) Create objectionable odors affecting a
substantial number of people?

Less Than Significant Impact. According to the SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook, land uses
associated with odor complaints typically include agricultural uses, wastewater treatment
plants, food processing plants, chemical plants, composting, refineries, landfills, dairies, and
fiberglass molding. Potential operational airborne odors result from cooking activities associated
with residential and restaurant uses. However, these odors are common in the City and are
generally confined to the immediate vicinity of new buildings and not considered by most
people to be objectionable. 9
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
allow significant odor-generating land uses (such as those identified by SCAQMD). Therefore,
there would be no new odor impacts that have not been previously examined or adequately
addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.2-28).
Rather, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would result in beneficial environmental effects
on odor impacts due to the imposition of general site regulations that address odors.
For
example, Section 9.12.130 (Resource Recovery and Recycling Standards) of the proposed
Zoning Ordinance Update includes requirements for new developments to provide a room or
outdoor enclosure for refuse/recyclables. The provision of a room/enclosure for refuse would
minimize odors experienced by adjacent land uses.
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. As is typical in urban areas, odors could result from cooking activities associated
with future residential and restaurant uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update. These odors would be similar to existing housing and food service uses
throughout the City and would be confined to the immediate vicinity of the new building.
Additionally, new land uses would be required to conform to all applicable regulations,
performance standards and design standards of the Zoning Ordinance as updated, that
address odors.
Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not create
objectionable odors. Impacts would be less than significant.
Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater
than
identified
the EIR

9

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed in
the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

No Impact,
consistent
with the EIR

City of Santa Monica, Land Use and Circulation Element, Final Environmental Impact Report, pg 4.2-28 April 2010.
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Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater
than
identified
the EIR

IV.

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed in
the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

No Impact,
consistent
with the EIR

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES. Compared to the assumptions, analysis, and conclusions
presented in the certified LUCE Program EIR, would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either
directly or through habitat modifications,
on any species identified as a candidate,
sensitive, or special status species in local or
regional plans, policies or regulations, or by
the California Department of Fish and
Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?
b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any
riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
community identified in local or regional
plans, policies or regulations, or by the
California Department of Fish and Game or
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?
c) Have a substantial adverse effect on
federally protected wetlands, as defined
by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
(including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal
pool, coastal wetlands, etc.), through
direct
removal,
filling,
hydrological
interruption or other means?
d) Interfere substantially with the movement
of any native resident or migratory fish or
wildlife species or with established native
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or
impede the use of native wildlife nursery
sites?

No Impact. There are no riparian or sensitive habitats known to occur in the City of Santa
Monica. The City is highly urbanized and has little undisturbed native vegetation that serves as
habitat for sensitive or special status species. 10 In addition, there are no blueline streams or
wetland habitat. The City is not recognized as an existing or proposed Significant Ecological

10 City of Santa Monica, Land Use and Circulation Element, Final Environmental Impact Report, pg. 4.3-1 through 4.3-10,
April 2010.
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Area (SEA) that links wildlife populations. 11 Therefore, no impacts to sensitive species, wetlands,
or migratory species would occur.
Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater
than
identified
the EIR

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed in
the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

No Impact,
consistent
with the EIR

e) Conflict with any local policies or
ordinances protecting biological resources,
such as a tree preservation policy or
ordinance?

Less Than Significant Impact. There are over 33,800 trees in the City’s Urban Forest comprising
over 250 different species. All trees, shrubs or plants within the City’s right-of-way are protected
under the provisions of Santa Monica Municipal Code Chapter 7.40, referred to as the City of
Santa Monica Tree Code. The City of Santa Monica Tree Code includes policies governing the
removal of trees on public land. Section 7.40.110(a) of the City of Santa Monica Tree Code
states that “No person, firm, or corporation shall remove, cut, trim, prune, plant, injure, or
interfere with any tree, shrub, or plant upon any street or public place of the City without a
permit from the Director of Recreation and Parks or the Director of General Services.” In
addition, the City of Santa Monica Urban Forest Master Plan (UFMP) provides guiding standards
and requirements related to the overall management of the City’s urban forest. Per the City’s
UFMP, the best option for existing trees is for them to remain in their existing location. 12
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
make changes to the City’s Tree Code (Chapter 7.40 of the SMMC).
Additionally, the
landscaping requirements in the proposed Zoning Ordinance (such as Chapter 9.23(K) Street
Trees) would support and/or be consistent with those in the City’s UFMP. Therefore, there would
be no new impacts that have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in the
LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.3-24).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land use that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations, performance standards and design
standards of the Zoning Ordinance as updated, the Santa Monica Tree Code, UFMP, and the
LUCE that address on-site landscaping and public trees. Pursuant to CEQA, future new land
uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would be subject to their
own environmental review on a project-by-project basis to assess impacts on public trees.
Therefore, the proposed project would not conflict with any local policies or ordinances
protecting biological resources. Impacts would be less than significant.

County of Los Angeles, Significant Ecological Area Program, online at http://planning.lacounty.gov/sea; accessed
12/2/2013.
12 City of Santa Monica, Urban Forest Master Plan, December 2011.
11
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Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater
than
identified
the EIR

f)

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed in
the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

No Impact,
consistent
with the EIR

Conflict with the provisions of an adopted
Habitat
Conservation
Plan,
Natural
Community Conservation Plan, or other
approved local, regional or state habitat
conservation plan?

No Impact. No Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other
approved habitat conservation plan applies to the City of Santa Monica. 13 Therefore, the
proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not conflict with the provisions of an adopted
habitat conservation plan and no impacts would occur.
Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater
than
identified in
the EIR

V.

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed in
the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

No Impact,
consistent
with the EIR

CULTURAL RESOURCES.
Compared to the assumptions, analysis, and conclusions
presented in the certified LUCE Program EIR, would the project:

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a historical resource as
defined in §15064.5?

Significant Impact Adequately Addressed in the LUCE Program EIR. A historical resource is
defined in Section 15064.5(a) of the CEQA Guidelines as a resource listed in or eligible for listing
in the California Register of Historical Resources; a resource included in a local register of
historical resources; or any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record or manuscript
determined to be historically significant or significant in the architectural, engineering, scientific,
economic, agricultural, educational, social, political, military or cultural annals of California.
Generally, a resource is considered to be “historically significant” if it meets one of the following
criteria:
•

Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of California’s history and cultural heritage;

•

Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past;

California Department of Fish and Game, Natural Community Conservation Planning,
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/habcon/nccp/; accessed 12/2/2013.

13
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•

Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region or method of
construction, or represents the work of an important creative individual, or possesses
high artistic values; or

•

Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

Resources listed in or determined eligible for the California Register, included in a local register,
or identified as significant in a historic resource survey are also considered historical resources
under CEQA.
The City of Santa Monica contains numerous resources of historic and cultural value. The City‘s
Historic Resources Inventory includes a listing of resources that are either designated as historic
(at either the National, State, or local level), as well as resources that are potentially eligible for
historic designation. 14
Chapter 9.36 (Landmarks and Historic Districts) of the City’s current Municipal Code establishes
the Landmarks Commission and grants their ability to designate Landmarks and Structures of
Merit, and to make recommendations to the City Council regarding the designation of potential
Historic Districts. More specifically, properties that have been designated pursuant to the
Landmarks Ordinance are required to obtain a Certificate of Appropriateness. Certificates of
Appropriateness are issued by the Landmarks Commission or the City Council on appeal if the
appropriate findings set forth in Section 9.36.140 can be made. Additionally, Section
9.04.10.16.010 (Demolitions) of the current zoning ordinance requires that the demolition of any
structure that is more than 40 years old be reviewed by the Landmarks Commission before it can
be demolished. This demolition procedure applies to all such properties and is not limited to
Landmarks, Historic Districts, or properties on the City‘s Historic Resources Inventory. The purpose
of the Landmarks Commission‘s review of these demolition permits is to assess whether these
properties qualify as a historical resource under the City‘s Landmarks Ordinance. Any person,
including the Landmarks Commission, can file an application initiating review under the
Landmarks Ordinance.
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would continue to provide for the protection of the
City’s historic resources. As reflected in Chapter 9.56 (Landmarks and Historic Districts), the
proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not make substantive changes to the existing
Landmarks Ordinance.
City-designated Landmarks would continue to be protected.
Additionally, Chapter 9.25 (Demolition and Relocation) of the proposed Zoning Ordinance
Update would continue to require Landmarks Commission review for the demolition of structures
over 40 years old. Additionally, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update includes provisions to
encourage the reuse of existing structure, helping to prevent their demolition. These provisions
include proposed changes that link parking requirements to business size, along with provisions
that allow nonconforming structures and uses to remain so long as they do not increase the
extent of their nonconformity. Therefore, there would be no new impacts that have not been
previously examined or adequately addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.4-43 through 4.445).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land use that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations of the Zoning Ordinance, as
City of Santa Monica Historic Resources Inventory; online at http://www.smgov.net/Departments/PCD/HistoricResources-Inventory/; accessed 11/26/2013
14
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updated, and the LUCE that address historical resources.
Notwithstanding the Zoning
Ordinance Update’s provision that aim to protect existing historic resources, demolition or
alteration of a historical resource on a parcel in the City could conceivably occur as a result of
individual development projects. Pursuant to CEQA, future new land uses that occur pursuant to
the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would be subject to their own environmental review on
a project-by-project basis to assess impacts on historical resources. Therefore, the proposed
Zoning Ordinance Update would not result in a significant impact on historical resources not
examined or adequately addressed in the LUCE Program EIR
Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater
than
identified in
the EIR

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed in
the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

No Impact,
consistent
with the EIR

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of an archaeological resource
pursuant to §15064.5?

Less Than Significant Impact. The greater Los Angeles region is known to be rich in subsurface
archaeological resources, substantiated by an archaeological record that indicates a high level
of habitation/seasonal habitation and resource use by Native Americans. 15 However, the
archaeological record is scattered and sparse due to previous ground disturbance. For this
reason, there is the possibility that buried prehistoric and historic-age archaeological resources
could be found in the City. Policy HP1.10 of the LUCE requires that proposed developments
assess for potential impacts on archaeological resources, and incorporate appropriate
mitigation measures to protect such resources.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update includes
requirements (such as Section 9.24.030(p)) that would support and/or be consistent with existing
regulations protecting archaeological resources. Additionally, the proposed Zoning Ordinance
Update would not permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would
not allow new development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE.
Therefore, there would be no new impacts that have not been previously examined or
adequately addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.4-45 through 4.4-46).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land use that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to federal, State, and local guidelines and requirements that
address the discovery of archaeological resources such as Policy HP1.10 of the LUCE. Pursuant to
CEQA, future new land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be subject to their own environmental review on a project-by-project basis to assess
impacts on archaeological resources. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would not significantly disturb archaeological resources. Impacts would be less than significant.

15

City of Santa Monica, Land Use and Circulation Element, Final Environmental Impact Report, pg. 4.4-45, April 2010.
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c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique
paleontological resource or site or unique
geological feature?

Less Than Significant Impact. The City of Santa Monica rests on surficial deposits of older
Quaternary Alluvium derived primarily from the Santa Monica Mountains to the north. 16 These
deposits usually do not contain significant paleontological resources such as vertebrate fossils in
the uppermost layers, but they are underlain by older Quaternary deposits that do contain
significant vertebrate fossils at varying depths beginning as shallow as 6 feet beneath the
ground surface. Vertebrate fossil remains have been recovered within older Quaternary
sediments encountered within the City and its surrounding areas. Policy HP1.10 of the LUCE
requires that proposed developments assess for potential impacts on paleontological resources,
and incorporate appropriate mitigation measures to protect such resources.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
permit land uses of greater density than under the LUCE and would not allow new development
in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there would be no
new impacts that have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in the LUCE
Program EIR (pg. 4.4-46 through 4.4-47).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to Federal, State, and local guidelines and requirements relating
to the discovery of paleontological resources such as Policy HP1.10 of the LUCE. Pursuant to
CEQA, future new land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be subject to their own environmental review on a project-by-project basis to assess
impacts on paleontological resources. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would not significantly disturb paleontological resources. Impacts would be less than significant.
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d) Disturb any human remains, including those
interred outside of formal cemeteries?

16

City of Santa Monica, Land Use and Circulation Element, Final Environmental Impact Report, pg. 4.4-46, April 2010.
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Less Than Significant Impact.
Based on previous excavations, areas of habitation are also
known to be the location of buried human remains. 17 There is the possibility that human remains
could be found in the soils of parts of the City. State CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5
enumerates specific requirements for the evaluation and treatment, in the event of an
accidental discovery, of human remains.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new
development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there
would be no new impacts that have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in
the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.4-47).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5 relating to the
discovery of human remains. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
significantly disturb human remains. Impacts would be less than significant.
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GEOLOGY AND SOILS. Compared to the assumptions, analysis, and conclusions presented
in the certified LUCE Program EIR, would the project:

a) Expose people or structures to potential
substantial adverse effects, including the risk
of loss, injury or death, involving:
i)

Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as
delineated on the most recent AlquistPriolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map
issued by the State Geologist for the area
or based on other substantial evidence
of a known fault? Refer to Division of
Mines and Geology Special Publication
42.

Less Than Significant Impact. Fault rupture is the displacement that occurs along the surface of a
fault during an earthquake. The California Geological Survey (CGS) designates Alquist-Priolo
Earthquake Fault Zones, which are regulatory zones around active faults. 18 These zones, which
extend from 200 to 500 feet on each side of known active faults, identify areas where potential
surface ruptures along active faults could prove hazardous and identify where special studies

17

18

City of Santa Monica, Land Use and Circulation Element, Final Environmental Impact Report, pg. 4.4-47, April 2010.
Active faults are those having historically produced earthquakes or shown evidence of movement within the past
11,000 years.
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are required to characterize hazards to habitable structures. There are no Alquist-Priolo Fault
Zones located within the City of Santa Monica. 19
As with many cities in the Southern California region, the City of Santa Monica is crossed by a
fault. Specifically, the City is crossed by the south branch and north branch of the Santa Monica
Fault. 20 The location of the Santa Monica Fault is not precisely known because nearly the entire
onshore portion of the fault is covered by development, and the age of the last earthquake on
the fault is unknown. As such, the City of Santa Monica conservatively treats the Santa Monica
Fault as an active fault, and has designated Fault Hazard Management Zones around the fault,
which extends 380 to 500 feet north of the north branch and 100 to 600 feet south of the south
branch of the Santa Monica Fault (see Figure 3 – Fault Hazard Management Zone). 21
Currently, new development projects in the City are required to prepare a site-specific
geotechnical investigation, prior to the issuance of a grading or building permit. The City’s
Guidelines for Geotechnical Reports (March 2010) provide the minimum standards and
requirements for geotechnical reports submitted to the City. 22 The Guidelines for Geotechnical
Reports require a site-specific assessment of seismic hazards, including the potential for fault
rupture, and identification of appropriate mitigations as necessary to address fault rupture (such
as setback distances, strengthened foundations, engineering design, flexible utility
connections). 23
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
make changes to the City’s Building Code that address geologic risks and building safety.
Additionally, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update does not propose standards or
requirements that would conflict with the City’s Building Code. Therefore, there would be no
new impacts that have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in the LUCE
Program EIR (pg. 4.5-21).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations, standards and design standards of
the Building Code that addresses geologic safety, including potential fault rupture. Additionally,
new developments in the City would be required to prepare a site-specific geotechnical
investigation that would evaluate the potential for fault rupture risks and appropriate mitigation.
The geotechnical investigation must be submitted to the City for review and approval before a
grading or building permit can be issued. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would not expose people or structures to substantial adverse effects due to fault rupture.
Impacts would be less than significant.

19

20

21

22
23

California Geological Survey, Beverly Hills Quadrangle – Alquist-Priolo Fault Zones; online at
http://gmw.consrv.ca.gov/shmp/download/ap/pdf/BEVHILLS.PDF; accessed May 3, 2011.
City of Santa Monica, Online Property Information System; online at http://gismap.santamonica.org/imf/imf.jsp?site=property; accessed May 3, 2011.
City of Santa Monica, Geologic Hazards Map; online at http://gismap.santa-monica.org/GISMaps/pdf/geohaz.pdf;
accessed June 28, 2012.
City of Santa Monica, Guidelines for Geotechnical Reports, March 2010.
California Geological Survey, Guidelines for Evaluating the Hazard of Surface Fault Rupture, Note 49, May 2002.
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FIGURE 3 - CITY OF SANTA MONICA FAULT HAZARD MANAGEMENT ZONE
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Strong seismic ground shaking?

Less Than Significant Impact. The City of Santa Monica is located in the seismically active region
of Southern California, which is crossed by many faults. As such, the City could be subject to
seismic activity and ground shaking from various regional faults, as experienced during the
January 1994 Northridge earthquake (magnitude 6.7). As discussed above, the City is crossed
by the north and south branches of the Santa Monica Fault. Other nearby faults include the
Newport-Inglewood fault, the Malibu Coast Fault, and the Hollywood Fault.
New development projects in the City are required to comply with current seismic design
provisions of the City’s Building Code, which incorporates relevant provisions of the California
Building Code. In addition, new projects are required to prepare a site-specific geotechnical
investigation, prior to the issuance of a grading or building permit. The City’s Guidelines for
Geotechnical Reports (March 2010) provide the minimum standards and recommended format
for geotechnical reports submitted to the City. The Guidelines for Geotechnical Reports require
a site-specific assessment of seismic hazards and compliance with the recommendations set
forth within to address seismic safety.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
make changes to the City’s Building Code that address geologic risks and building safety.
Additionally, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not permit land uses of greater
density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new development in areas where
such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there would be no new impacts that
have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.523).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations, standards and design standards of
the Building Code that addresses seismic hazards. Additionally, new developments in the City
would be required to prepare a site-specific geotechnical investigation that would evaluate the
potential for seismic risks and identify appropriate mitigations as necessary. The geotechnical
investigation must be submitted to the City for review and approval before a grading or building
permit can be issued. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not expose
people or structures to substantial adverse effects due to seismic ground shaking. Impacts
would be less than significant.
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iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including
liquefaction?
Less Than Significant Impact. Liquefaction is a form of earthquake induced ground failure that
occurs primarily in relatively shallow, loose, granular, water-saturated soils. Liquefaction can
occur when these types of soils lose their inherent shear strength due to excess water pressure
that builds up during repeated movement from seismic activity. Liquefaction potential is
greatest where the groundwater level is shallow, and where submerged loose, fine sands occur.
Based on the California Geological Survey (see Figure 4 – Liquefaction Risk), only a small eastern
portion of the City as well as the western shoreline of the City has been designated as an area
with liquefaction risk. 24,25 New development projects in the City are required to comply with
current seismic design provisions of the City’s Building Code, which incorporates relevant
provisions of the California Building Code. In addition, new projects are required to prepare a
site-specific geotechnical investigation, prior to the issuance of a grading or building permit.
The City’s Guidelines for Geotechnical Reports (March 2010) provide the minimum standards
and recommended format for geotechnical reports submitted to the City. The Guidelines for
Geotechnical Reports require a site-specific assessment of seismic hazards, including
liquefaction, and compliance with the recommendations set forth within to address seismic
hazards.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
make changes to the City’s Building Code that addresses geologic risks and building safety.
Additionally, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not permit land uses of greater
density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new development in areas where
such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there would be no new impacts
that have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg.
4.5-22).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations, standards and design standards of
the Building Code that addresses seismic hazards. Additionally, new developments in the City
would be required to prepare a site-specific geotechnical investigation that would evaluate the
potential for liquefaction and identify appropriate mitigations as necessary. The geotechnical
investigation must be submitted to the City for review and approval before a grading or building
permit can be issued. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not expose
people or structures to substantial adverse effects due to liquefaction. Impacts would be less
than significant.

California Geologic Survey, Beverly Hills Quadrangle Seismic Hazards Maps; March, 12, 1999; online at
http://gmw.consrv.ca.gov/shmp/download/quad/BEVERLY_HILLS/maps/ozn_bevh.pdf; accessed 12/2/2013.

24

25 California Geologic Survey, Topanga Quadrangle Seismic Hazards Maps; April 7, 1997; online at
http://gmw.consrv.ca.gov/shmp/download/quad/TOPANGA/maps/ozn_top.pdf; accessed 12/2/2013.
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FIGURE 4 – LIQUEFACTION RISK IN CITY OF SANTA MONICA
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iv) Landslides?

Less Than Significant Impacts. Landslides are often associated with earthquakes, but there are
other factors that can influence the occurrence of landslides. These factors include the slope,
the moisture content of the soil, and the composition of the subsurface geology. The City of
Santa Monica is generally flat; however, landslides could occur along the coastline and the
northern edge of the City, both of which exhibit steeper grades. 26,27
New development projects in the City are required to comply with the SMMC, including SMMC
Section 8.20 (Special Provisions for Hillside Buildings), which sets forth specific building
requirements beyond the CBC that relate directly to development in hillside areas. New projects
must also adhere to the building safety and design provisions of the City’s Building Code, which
incorporates relevant provisions of the California Building Code. In addition, new projects are
required to prepare a site-specific geotechnical investigation, prior to the issuance of a grading
or building permit. The City’s Guidelines for Geotechnical Reports (March 2010) provide the
minimum standards and recommended format for geotechnical reports submitted to the City.
The Guidelines for Geotechnical Reports require a site-specific assessment of geologic hazards,
including landslides and compliance with the recommendations set forth within.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
make changes to the City’s Building Code that address geologic risks and building safety.
Additionally, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not permit land uses of greater
density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new development in areas where
such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there would be no new impacts that
have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.520).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations, standards and design standards of
the SMMC and the Building Code that addresses building safety.
Additionally, new
development projects in the City would be required to prepare a site-specific geotechnical
investigation that would evaluate the potential for geologic hazards (such as landslides) and
identify appropriate mitigations as necessary. The geotechnical investigation must be submitted
to the City for review and approval before a grading or building permit can be issued. Therefore,

California Geologic Survey, Beverly Hills Quadrangle Seismic Hazards Maps; March, 12, 1999; online at
http://gmw.consrv.ca.gov/shmp/download/quad/BEVERLY_HILLS/maps/ozn_bevh.pdf; accessed 12/2/2013.

26

California Geologic Survey, Topanga Quadrangle Seismic Hazards Maps; April 7, 1997; online at
http://gmw.consrv.ca.gov/shmp/download/quad/TOPANGA/maps/ozn_top.pdf; accessed 12/2/2013.
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the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not create substantial geologic risk due to
landslides. Impacts would be less than significant.
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b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of
topsoil?
Less Than Significant Impact. The City is largely urbanized and generally characterized by
existing buildings, paving, and landscaping. Vacant, undeveloped land is very limited in the
City. As such, the potential for large areas of exposed topsoil that could be subject to erosion is
considered minimal.
Erosion potential is highest during earthwork activities for new construction. Construction
activities such as excavation, backfilling, grading, and demolition can remove stabilizing
vegetation and expose areas of loose soil that, if not properly stabilized during construction, can
be subject to soil loss and erosion by wind and storm water runoff. However, all earthwork
activities that disturb soil over one acre are currently required to comply with the provisions of
the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) construction permit, which requires
implementation of appropriate erosion measures during grading and construction. Additionally,
SMMC Section 7.10.060 Urban Runoff Pollution Ordinance requires the implementation of Best
Management Practices (BMPs) and erosion drainage controls during construction activities to
minimize erosion and reduce pollutant runoff.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
make changes to the City’s Building Code that address geologic risks and building safety.
Additionally, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not permit land uses of greater
density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new development in areas where
such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there would be no new impacts that
have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.523 through 4.5-24).
Rather, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would result in beneficial environmental effects
on erosion due to increased development standards, new design guidelines, and the imposition
of general site regulations. Specifically, Chapter 9.26 (Landscaping) of the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update sets forth requirements for new landscaping that would minimize erosion and
protect water quality. For example, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would require the
planting of new vegetated areas, such as landscaped buffers and setbacks, to allow for
increased storm water infiltration and reduced potential for erosion.
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations, standards and design standards of
the City’s Urban Runoff Pollution Ordinance that addresses erosion control. Additionally, new
developments in the City would be required to adhere to the erosion and water runoff control
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measures required by NPDES. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
result in substantial erosion or loss of topsoil. Impacts would be less than significant.
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c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is
unstable, or that would become unstable as
a result of the project, and potentially result
in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading,
subsidence, liquefaction or collapse?
Less Than Significant Impact. Soil stability for new construction is typically site specific and
depend on factors including project design. An acceptable degree of soil stability can be
achieved for soil materials by the required incorporation of soil treatment programs
(replacement, grouting, compaction, drainage control, etc.) in the excavation and construction
plans to address site-specific soil conditions.
New development projects in the City are required to comply with current building safety
provisions of the City’s Building Code, which incorporates relevant provisions of the California
Building Code. In addition, new projects are required to prepare a site-specific geotechnical
investigation, prior to the issuance of a grading or building permit. The City’s Guidelines for
Geotechnical Reports (March 2010) provide the minimum standards and recommended format
for geotechnical reports submitted to the City. The Guidelines for Geotechnical Reports require
a site-specific assessment of geologic hazards, including unstable soils, and compliance with the
recommendations set forth within.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
make changes to the City’s Building Code that address geologic risks and building safety.
Additionally, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not permit land uses of greater
density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new development in areas where
such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there would be no new impacts that
have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.524 through 4.5-25).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations, standards and design standards of
the City’s Building Code that addresses geologic hazards. Additionally, new developments in
the City would be required to prepare a site-specific geotechnical investigation that would
evaluate the potential for liquefaction and identify appropriate mitigations as necessary. The
geotechnical investigation must be submitted to the City for review and approval before a
grading or building permit can be issued. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would not locate land uses on unstable soils. Impacts would be less than significant.
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d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in
Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code
(1994), creating substantial risks to life or
property?

Less Than Significant Impact. Expansive soils are typically associated with fine-grained clayey
soils that have the potential to shrink and swell with repeated changes in the moisture content
and poor drainage. The ability of clayey soil to change volume can result in uplift or cracking to
foundation elements or other rigid structures such as slabs-on-grade, rigid pavements, sidewalks,
or other slabs or hardscape found on these soils. The following soil types have been identified in
the City of Santa Monica, as provided below: Santa Monica Mountains, Ramona Loam, Yolo
Loam, Ramona Sandy Loam, Montezuma Clay Adobe, and Chino Silt Loam (see Figure 5 – Soil
Association). 28 The soil association with the highest expansion potential is the Montezuma Clay
Adobe. 29 This soil association is found in a small portion of the City near the southern edge.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
make changes to the City’s Building Code that addresses geologic risks and building safety.
Additionally, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not permit land uses of greater
density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new development in areas where
such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there would be no new impacts that
have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.525 through 4.5-26).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations, standards and design standards of
the Building Code that addresses geologic risks, including expansive soils. Additionally, new
developments in the City would be required to prepare a site-specific geotechnical
investigation that would identify potentially soil conditions and appropriate measures and/or
design features to address expansive soils. The geotechnical investigation must be submitted to
the City for review and approval before a grading or building permit can be issued. Therefore,
the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not create substantial geologic risk due to
expansive soils. Impacts would be less than significant.

28

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works, 2006 Hydrology Manual, January 2006.

El Casco System Project EIR, Appendix K
http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/environment/info/aspen/elcasco/DEIR/Appendices/App%207%20-%20Geo%20-%20Soils.pdf;
accessed 12/2/2013.
29
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FIGURE 5 – SOIL ASSOCIATION
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e) Have soils incapable of adequately
supporting the use of septic tanks or
alternative wastewater disposal systems
where sewers are not available for the
disposal of wastewater?

No Impact. The entirety of the City of Santa Monica is served by established wastewater
conveyance and treatment services. Septic systems are not necessary in the City. 30 Therefore,
the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not result in impacts associated with soils
supporting the use of septic systems. No impacts would occur.
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VII.

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS. Compared to the assumptions, analysis, and conclusions
presented in the certified LUCE Program EIR, would the project:
a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions,
either directly or indirectly, that may have
a significant impact on the environment?
b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or
regulation adopted for the purpose of
reducing the emissions of greenhouse
gases?

Less Than Significant Impact. Greenhouse gases (GHGs) are gases that trap heat in the earth’s
atmosphere. GHGs include carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4), ozone (O3), water vapor,
nitrous oxide (N2O), hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), perfluorocarbons (PFCs), and sulfur hexafluoride
(SF6). The international scientific communities have recognized that GHGs are contributing to
global climate change. Predicted effects of global climate change include sea level rise, water
supply changes; changes to ecosystems and habitat; and human health effects. 31

30

City of Santa Monica, Land Use and Circulation Element, Final Environmental Impact Report, pg. 4.5-19, April 2010.

31

City of Santa Monica, Land Use and Circulation Element, Final Environmental Impact Report, pg. 4.14-7 through 4.1410,, April 2010.
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In response to concern regarding GHGs and global climate change, the State passed Assembly
Bill 32 (AB 32) also known as the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006. AB 32 (Health
and Safety Code Section 38500 et. seq) mandated a reduction in the State’s greenhouse gas
levels. In addition, Senate Bill 375 (SB375) passed by the State of California in 2009, requires
metropolitan regions to adopt transportation plans and sustainable communities strategy that
reduce vehicle miles travelled. In accordance with SB375, SCAG prepared and adopted the
2012 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) with the primary
goal of increasing mobility and enhancing sustainability for the region’s residents and visitors.
SCAG’s 2012-2035 RTP/SCS places an important emphasis on sustainability and integrated
planning.
The City of Santa Monica has also adopted the Sustainable City Plan (SCP) which includes
targets of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by at least 30 percent below 1990 levels by 2015
for City government operations and 15 percent below 1990 levels by 2015 Citywide. In 1990,
GHG emissions for the City were 924,293 metric tons of CO2e. Therefore, the 2015 Citywide
target is 785,649 metric tons CO2e by 2015 (a 15 percent reduction from 1990 levels).
Additionally, the City recently in 2013 adopted a Climate Action Plan.
In addition, the LUCE was adopted as an integrated land use and transportation plan that
would reduce the City‘s per capita carbon footprint and overall greenhouse gas emissions,
consistent with the sustainable development objectives as mandated by AB32, SB 375, and
SCAG’s RTP/SCS. The LUCE addresses GHG emissions through its land use and transportation
policies such as focusing development near transit, creating complete neighborhoods,
supporting infill mixed-use projects, affordable and transit-oriented housing located near jobs
and transit. In addition, the LUCE supports a complete network of walking and bicycling, transit
improvements, carpooling, and transportation demand management (TDM) strategies to
reduce the demand for vehicle trips. Based on the LUCE Program EIR, implementation of the
LUCE strategies would enable the City to exceed the greenhouse gas reduction targets set forth
in the SCP.
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update is one of the principal tools for implementing the LUCE
and will advance greenhouse gas reduction goals as mandated by the State (AB32, SB375, and
RTP/SCS) and the City’s SCP and Climate Action Plan. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
fosters the development of a sustainable, multi-modal community to reduce per capita VMT
and GHG emissions through increased design standards, new design guidelines, and the
imposition of general site regulations. Chapter 9.26 (Landscaping) of the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update establishes standards for significant new landscaping/open space that will
help with carbon sequestration. The Plan also requires that new buildings in the Mixed-Use and
Commercial Districts, Employment Districts, and Oceanfront Districts be designed in a humanscale with active-ground floor frontages to promote pedestrian activity. Additionally, Chapter
9.28 (Parking, Loading, and Circulation) of the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would
support opportunities for alternative modes of travel through minimum requirements for bicycle
parking, car van pool, parking, and pedestrian facilities. Chapter 9.53 (Transportation Demand
Management) also sets forth strengthened Transportation Demand Management (TDM)
provisions to reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT) and associated GHG emissions. Specifically,
Chapter 9.53 would reduce the threshold of TDM applicability for employers from 50 to 30
employees and includes higher average vehicle ridership (AVR) targets as well as physical
/programmatic requirements.
Additionally, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not permit land uses of greater
density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new development in areas where
such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there would be no new greenhouse
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gas impacts that have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in the LUCE
Program EIR (pg. 4.14-28 through 4.14-59).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land use that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations, standards and design standards of
the City’s Green Building Ordinance (Chapter 8.106 of the Santa Monica Municipal Code) as
well as the LUCE. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not generate
substantial greenhouse gas emissions and would not conflict with applicable greenhouse gas
reduction plans. Impacts would be less than significant.
Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater than
identified in
the EIR

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed
in the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the EIR

No
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

VIII. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS. Compared to the assumptions, analysis, and
conclusions presented in the certified LUCE Program EIR, would the project:
a) Create a significant hazard to the public or
the environment through the routine
transport, use or disposal of hazardous
materials?

Less Than Significant Impact. The use, storage, transport, and/or disposal of hazardous materials
is most often a function of the specific type of land use or project site. Typical of many urban
areas, the City has a number of businesses that regularly use, store, and dispose of store small
quantities of hazardous materials.
These businesses include dry cleaners, gas stations,
automobile repair shops, car washes, and photo processing facilities. However, businesses that
handle or have on-site transportation of hazardous materials are currently required to comply
with hazardous materials regulations, such as those in the City‘s Fire Code and California Health
and Safety Code Article 1 Chapter 6.95 for Business Emergency Plan that address hazardous
materials. 32 As required by federal and state law, businesses that use or store a specified
amount of hazardous materials in the City are subject to Santa Monica Municipal Code (SMMC)
Chapter 5.24, which establishes Hazardous Materials Reporting and Response Planning (HMRRP)
and Hazardous Materials Management Plans (HMMP) requirements. SMMC Chapter 5.24
requires the preparation of business and area plans relating to the handling and release or
threatened release of hazardous materials. The requirements are established to prevent or
mitigate the damage to the health and safety of persons and the environment from the release
or threatened release of hazardous materials into the workplace and environment.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
make changes to existing regulations that address hazardous materials.
Additionally, the

City of Santa Monica, Land Use and Circulation Element Final Environmental Impact Report, pg. 4.6-9 through 4.6-16,
April 2010.
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proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not permit land uses of greater density than
permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new development in areas where such
development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there would be no new impacts that
have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.622 through 23).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. While future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance
Update could involve the use, storage and disposal of hazardous materials, all hazardous
materials would be handled in accordance with existing hazardous materials regulations.
Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not create a significant hazard to the
public or the environment through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials.
Impacts would be less than significant.
Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater than
identified in
the EIR

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed
in the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the EIR

No
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or
the environment through reasonably
foreseeable
upset
and
accident
conditions involving the release of
hazardous materials into the environment?

Less Than Significant Impact. Existing structures in the City built prior to 1978 may contain leadbased paint (LBP) or asbestos. If not properly abated, the demolition of these structures could
accidentally release hazardous materials and as such, could create a public health risk. In
addition, some properties in the City have on-site underground storage tanks (USTs) and/or are
underlain by contaminated soils or groundwater, which could be accidently exposed during
excavation activities. 33
Demolition activities in the City are currently required to comply with SCAQMD Rule 1403, which
regulate asbestos removal to control any asbestos fibers that could be potentially released
during building demolition and renovation activities. 34 Lead based paint are required to be
abated and removed by a licensed lead contractor under California Code of Regulations, Title
8, Section 1532.1 et seq. The removal of USTs in the City as well as the removal/cleanup of soils
contaminated by USTs is conducted under the oversight of the Santa Monica Fire Department.
In addition, current state, federal, and local regulations require the evaluation of contaminated
soils and groundwater at sites before development could take place. If contamination is
identified and determined to exceed regulatory action levels, the responsible party would be
required to undertake remediation procedures prior to ground disturbance under the supervision

33 City of Santa Monica, Land Use and Circulation Element, Final Environmental Impact Report, pg. 4.6-5 – 4.6-8, April
2010.

South Coast Air Quality Management District, Rule 1403, http://www.aqmd.gov/rules/reg/reg14/r1403.pdf accessed
12/2/2013.
34
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of the appropriate regulatory oversight agency. Sites with contaminated soils (not related to UST)
are required to be remediated under the oversight of the DTSC under the authority granted to it
by the federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) and the California Health and
Safety Code. Sites with contaminated groundwater are required to be remediated under the
oversight of the Regional Water Quality Control Board under the authority granted to it by the
California Water Code, and the California Health and Safety Code.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
make changes to existing regulations that address hazards associated with asbestos, lead, and
contaminated soils/groundwater.
Additionally, the proposed Zoning Ordinance does not
propose standards or requirements that would conflict with existing regulations. Therefore, there
would be no new impacts that have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in
the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.6-24 through 4.6-25).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations that address hazards including
asbestos, lead, USTs, and contaminated soils/groundwater. Additionally, new projects that are
subject to discretionary review would continue to be reviewed under CEQA to evaluate
potential hazardous conditions at the sites. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would not create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably
foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the
environment. Impacts would be less than significant.
Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater than
identified in
the EIR

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed
in the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the EIR

No
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle
hazardous or acutely hazardous materials,
substances or waste within one-quarter
mile of an existing or proposed school?

Less Than Significant Impact. The City has a number of existing public and private schools. In
addition, typical of many urban areas, the City also has a number of businesses that regularly
use, store, and dispose of small quantities of hazardous materials. These businesses include dry
cleaners, gas stations, automobile repair shops, car washes, and photo processing facilities.
However, businesses that handle or have on-site transportation of hazardous materials are
required to comply with safety provisions of the City‘s Fire Code and any additional elements as
required in the California Health and Safety Code Article 1 Chapter 6.95 for Business Emergency
Plan. As required by federal and state law, businesses that use or store a specified amount of
hazardous materials in the City are subject to Santa Monica Municipal Code (SMMC) Chapter
5.24, which establishes Hazardous Materials Reporting and Response Planning (HMRRP) and
Hazardous Materials Management Plans (HMMP) requirements. SMMC Chapter 5.24 requires the
preparation of business and area plans relating to the handling and release or threatened
release of hazardous materials. The requirements are established to prevent or mitigate the
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damage to the health and safety of persons and the environment from the release or
threatened release of hazardous materials into the workplace and environment.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
make changes to existing regulations that address hazardous materials.
Additionally, the
proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not permit land uses of greater density than
permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new development in areas where such
development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there would be no new impacts that have
not been previously examined or adequately addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.6-25
through 4.6-26).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. While future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance
Update could involve the use and storage of hazardous materials near a school, all hazardous
materials would be used, stored, and disposed of in accordance with regulations. Therefore, the
proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the
release of hazardous materials into the environment. Impacts would be less than significant.
Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater than
identified in
the EIR

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed
in the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the EIR

No
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

d) Be located on a site which is included on a
list of hazardous materials sites compiled
pursuant to Government Code §65962.5
and, as a result, would it create a
significant hazard to the public or the
environment?

Less Than Significant Impact. The City contains known hazardous materials sites including sites
listed in the following databases: 35
•

The federal EPA Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability
Information System (CERCLIS) database which contains contaminated sites that are
determined to be high priority for cleanup; 36

•

The state RWQCB Geotracker database, which contains leaking underground storage
tank (LUST) sites, cleanup program sites 37, military sites, landfills, and permitted USTs
where unauthorized discharges of pollutants into the state waters have occurred; 38

City of Santa Monica, LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.6-26),
Protection Agency, CERCIS Search Database; online at
http://www.epa.gov/enviro/facts/cerclis/search.html; accessed 12/2/2013
37 Cleanup program sites also known as site cleanups (formerly known as Spills, Leaks, Investigations, and Cleanup [SLIC]
sites)
35

36Environmental
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•

The state DTSC Envirostor database, which contains properties where hazardous
materials have been released or the potential for a release exists; 39

•

Other databases of known existing or historical properties with hazardous materials use or
spills 40

As previously discussed, current state, federal, and local regulations require the evaluation of
contaminated soils and groundwater at sites before development could take place. If
contamination is identified and determined to exceed regulatory action levels, the responsible
party would be required to undertake remediation procedures prior to ground disturbance
under the supervision of the appropriate regulatory oversight agencies (City of Santa Monica
Fire Department, Department of Toxic Substances Control [DTSC], or Regional Water Quality
Control Board [RWQCB]), depending upon the nature of any identified contamination. Sites with
contaminated soils (not related to UST) are required to be remediated under the oversight of the
DTSC under the authority granted to it by the federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA) and the California Health and Safety Code. Sites with contaminated groundwater are
required to be remediated under the oversight of the Regional Water Quality Control Board
under the authority granted to it by the California Water Code, and the California Health and
Safety Code.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
make changes to existing regulations that address hazards associated with asbestos, lead, and
contaminated soils/groundwater. Additionally, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would
not permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new
development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there
would be no new impacts that have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in
the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.6-26).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations that address hazards including
asbestos, lead, USTs, and contaminated soils/groundwater. Additionally, new projects that are
subject to discretionary review would continue to be reviewed under CEQA to evaluate
potential contaminated soils and groundwater at the sites. Therefore, the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update would not create a significant hazard to the public or the environment
through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of
hazardous materials into the environment. Impacts would be less than significant.

State Water Resources Control Board Geotracker Database online at http://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/;
accessed 12/2/2013
39 Department of Toxic Substances Control Envirostor Database online at http://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/;
accessed 12/2/2013
40 Environmental Protection Agency, Envirofacts Database online at http://www.epa.gov/enviro/index.html; accessed
12/2/2013
38
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Potentially
Significant
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greater than
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the EIR

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed
in the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the EIR

No
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

e) For a project located within an airport land
use plan area or, where such a plan has
not been adopted, within two miles of a
public airport or a public use airport, would
the project result in a safety hazard for
people residing or working in the project
area?

Less Than Significant Impact. The Santa Monica Municipal Airport is located in the southeast
portion of the City. All air traffic within the City current are subject to many stringent regulations
to protect the public from potential aircraft hazards or other safety concerns, such as Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) regulations and Caltrans regulations. Additionally, the airport‘s
Airport Land Use Plan (ALUP) addresses airport operations on public safety.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
make changes to existing regulations that address airport safety hazards. Additionally, the
proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not permit land uses of greater density than
permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new development in areas where such
development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there would be no new impacts that
have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.627 through 4.6-28).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations that address airport safety.
Additionally, new projects that are subject to discretionary review would continue to be
reviewed under CEQA to evaluate potential airport safety risks. Therefore, the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update would not create a significant hazard to the public or the environment due
to a public airport. Impacts would be less than significant.
Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater than
identified in
the EIR
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Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed
in the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
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No
Impact,
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For a project within the vicinity of a private
airstrip, would the project result in a safety
hazard for people residing or working in
the project area?
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No Impact. There are no existing private airstrips within the City. As a result, the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update would not result in a safety hazard from a private airstrip. No impact would
occur.
Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater than
identified in
the EIR

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed
in the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the EIR

No
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

g) Impair implementation of, or physically
interfere with, an adopted emergency
response plan or emergency evacuation
plan?

Less Than Significant Impact. Emergency response in the City for most incidents is provided by
the Santa Monica Fire Department (SMFD) and the Santa Monica Police Department (SMPD)
Emergency incidents of a larger nature, such as a natural and manmade disaster, require
coordinated efforts between the SMFD, SMPD, and the Office of Emergency Management
(OEM). The mission of the OEM is to protect the City from the loss of life and property in the
event of a natural or manmade disaster. The OEM also has primary responsibility for preparing
and updating the City’s Multi Hazard Functional Emergency Plan. The Plan sets forth a plan of
action to reduce risk and prevent loss from future emergencies and provides guidance for the
City‘s response to large scale emergency situations.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
make changes to existing policies, programs, or regulations that address emergency response.
Additionally, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not permit land uses of greater
density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new development in areas where
such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there would be no new impacts that
have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.628).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations that address emergency response
and access, including Fire Code requirements. In the event of a large-scale emergency,
emergency response would be coordinated between SMFD, SMPD, and/or the OEM. Therefore,
the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not impair implementation of or physically
interfere with an emergency response/evacuation plan. Impacts would be less than significant.
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h) Expose people or structures to a significant
risk of loss, injury or death involving wildland
fires, including where wildlands are
adjacent to urbanized areas or where
residences are intermixed with wildlands?

No Impact. The City is characterized by features typical of the urban landscape and vegetation
is dominated by nonnative ornamentals. No wildlands exist within the City limits nor are there any
wildlands located adjacent to the City. Additionally, the City is not designated by the California
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection as a Fire Hazard Severity Zone. 41 Therefore, the
proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not expose people or structures to hazardous
involving wildland fires. No impact would occur.
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HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY.
Compared to the assumptions, analysis, and
conclusions presented in the certified LUCE Program EIR, would the project:

a) Violate any water quality standards or
waste discharge requirements?
c) Substantially alter the existing drainage
pattern of the site or area, including
through the alteration of the course of a
stream or river, in a manner which would
result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or
off-site?
d) Substantially alter the existing drainage
pattern of the site or area, including
through the alteration of the course of a
stream or river, or substantially increase the
rate or amount of surface runoff in a
manner that would result in flooding on- or
off-site?
f)

Otherwise
quality?

substantially

degrade

water

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection; Los Angeles County Fire Hazard Severity Zone Map; online at
http://frap.cdf.ca.gov/webdata/maps/los_angeles/fhszs_map.19.pdf; accessed 12/3/2013.
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Less Than Significant Impact. The City of Santa Monica Urban Runoff Pollution Ordinance
(Chapter 7.10 of the Santa Monica Municipal Code) sets forth requirements to address water
quality during the construction and operation of new land uses. Specifically, construction
contractors in the City are required to implement Best Management Practices (BMPs) and
pollutant control measures during construction activities to minimize pollutants and reduce
runoff to levels that comply with applicable water quality standards. The following urban runoff
reduction requirements are required to be implemented during construction:
•

Polluted runoff (including runoff containing sediments and/or construction wastes)
shall not leave the construction parcel. No wash water from any type of cement and
concrete machinery or concrete mix truck shall be allowed to leave the construction
parcel. Any washing of equipment in the right-of-way shall be contained and
properly disposed.

•

Any sediment or other materials that are tracked off the parcel by vehicles and
equipment shall be removed the same day as they are tracked off the parcel. Where
determined to be necessary, a temporary sediment control BMP shall be installed.

•

For any paint removal, paint preparation, or sandblasting activities that will result in
particles entering the air or landing on the ground, BMP steps shall be implemented
to prevent or minimize to the maximum extent practicable such particle releases into
the environment.

•

Plastic covering shall be utilized to prevent erosion of an otherwise unprotected area,
e.g., exposed or open to elements, along with treatment control BMPs to intercept
and safely convey the runoff to the MS4.

•

No washing of construction or other vehicles shall be allowed adjacent to a
construction parcel. No polluted runoff from washing vehicles on a construction
parcel shall be allowed to leave the parcel.

•

Erosion drainage controls shall be utilized depending on the extent of proposed
grading and topography of the parcel to prevent runoff, including, but not limited to,
the following:

Additionally, for the operational life of a new project, good housekeeping practices and BMPs
are required to be implemented to minimize polluted runoff. These BMP requirements include
the following:
•

Urban runoff shall not be allowed to come into contact with the
loading/unloading dock areas; vehicle repair and maintenance bays; vehicle
and equipment wash areas; and fueling areas.

•

Where there are outdoor areas for the storage of material that may contribute
pollutants to the stormwater conveyance system, these materials must be
enclosed and protected by secondary containment structures. The outdoor
storage area for materials must be paved and impervious and covered with a
roof or awning to minimize collection of stormwater within the secondary
containment area.

•

Drainage from adjoining roofs and pavement must be diverted away from the
trash storage areas.
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•

Trash areas must be covered, screened or walled to prevent off-site transport of
trash, and must be connected to the sanitary sewer.

•

Trash bins must have solid covers and be covered at all times except while being
emptied.

Furthermore, new development projects are required to prepare an Urban Runoff Mitigation
Plan to show that the new development would store and use (for non-potable purposes),
infiltrate, or evapotranspire project-generated runoff during a 0.75 inch storm event, or
alternatively, the City would pay an urban runoff reduction fee. 42
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new
development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there
would be no new water quality impacts that have not been previously examined or adequately
addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.7-29 through 4.7-32).
Rather, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would result in beneficial environmental effects
on water quality and storm water runoff due to increased development standards, new design
guidelines, and the imposition of general site regulations that address water quality and storm
water runoff.
Specifically, Chapter 9.26 (Landscaping) of the proposed Zoning Ordinance
Update sets forth requirements for new landscaping that would protect water quality and
reduce storm water runoff.
For example, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would
require the planting of new vegetated areas, such as landscaped buffers and setbacks, to allow
for increased storm water infiltration and reduced potential for erosion. Additionally, new parking
lots would be required to provide adequate drainage and a minimum of 20 permeable surfaces
to allow for storm water infiltration.
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations that address water quality and storm
water runoff, including the City’s Urban Runoff Pollution Ordinance. Therefore, the proposed
Zoning Ordinance Update would not violate any water quality standards and would not
substantially degrade water quality. Additionally, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would
not substantially alter the existing drainage patterns such that erosion or flooding would occur.
Impacts would be less than significant.
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42 As defined by the Urban Runoff Pollution Ordinance, the project-generated runoff required to be mitigated is one
hundred percent of the runoff produced by a 0.75 inch storm event falling on all impermeable surfaces of a parcel for
new developments/projects that would replace greater than 50 percent of the existing buildings on the site.
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b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies
or interfere substantially with groundwater
recharge such that there would be a net
deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of
the local groundwater table level (e.g., the
production rate of pre-existing nearby wells
would drop to a level which would not
support existing land uses or planned uses
for which permits have been granted)?

Less Than Significant Impact. Santa Monica is situated over the Santa Monica Groundwater
Basin. The Santa Monica Groundwater Basin is divided into five subbasins: Arcadia, Olympic,
Coastal, Charnock, and Crestal. The City of Santa Monica derives its groundwater for municipal
and industrial supply from the Santa Monica Groundwater Basin. The basin is not adjudicated,
and the City operates three groundwater well fields which include the Charnock Well Field in the
Charnock Subbasin; the Olympic Well Field in the Olympic Subbasin; and the Arcadia Well Field
in the Arcadia Subbasin. The total storage capacity of the Santa Monica Groundwater Basin is
estimated to be approximately 1.1 million acre-feet. Groundwater recharge occurs mainly by
percolation of precipitation. There are no spreading basins or aquifer storage and recovery
(ASR) systems. The groundwater table depth underlying the City varies. Average depth to
groundwater within the city ranges from 110 to 180 feet below ground surface. Groundwater
levels in each subbasin are generally at or above mean sea level.
Groundwater discharges from construction activities in the coastal watershed of Los Angeles
County are regulated by the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) Order No. R4-20080032 (NPDES Permit No. CAG994004). Discharges covered by this permit include, but are not
limited to, treated or untreated groundwater generated from permanent or temporary
dewatering operations. In addition, RWQCB regulates discharges from construction activities in
the coastal watershed of Los Angeles County under Order No. R4-2007-0022 (NPDES Permit No.
CAG914001) Discharges covered by this permit include, treated groundwater from investigation
and/or cleanup of volatile organic compounds contaminated-site to surface waters. These
general permits would apply to any construction dewatering activities conducted in the city of
Santa Monica.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new
development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there
would be no new groundwater impacts that have not been previously examined or adequately
addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.7-33 through 4.7-34).
Rather, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would result in beneficial environmental effects
on groundwater due to increased development standards, new design guidelines, and the
imposition of general site regulations that address storm water runoff and allow for storm water
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runoff to infiltrate into the ground. Specifically, Chapter 9.26 (Landscaping) of the proposed
Zoning Ordinance Update sets forth requirements for new landscaping that would create
greater opportunities for groundwater recharge. For example, the proposed Zoning Ordinance
Update would require the planting of new vegetated areas, such as landscaped buffers and
setbacks, allowing for increased storm water infiltration. Additionally, new parking lots would be
required to provide adequate drainage and a minimum of 20 permeable surfaces to allow for
storm water infiltration.
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations that address groundwater, including
those set forth by the RWQCB for groundwater dewatering. Therefore, the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update would not substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere with
groundwater recharge. Impacts would be less than significant.
Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater than
identified in
the EIR

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed
in the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

No
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

e)
Create or contribute runoff water which
would exceed the capacity of existing or
planned stormwater drainage systems or
provide substantial additional sources of
polluted runoff?

Less Than Significant Impact. The Pico-Kenter Canyon Drain is the largest storm drain line within
the City limits, and also drains portions of Los Angeles County. In addition to the Pico-Kenter
storm drain, the 120-inch Santa Monica Freeway storm drain runs through a portion of the City.
This drain serves portions of Los Angeles County as well. Both systems empty into the ocean at
the western end of Pico Boulevard, near the southern end of the Civic Center. The local storm
drain system is generally adequate, although localized deficiencies exist in certain parts of the
City. 43 Specifically, the Kenter Canyon drain has been identified as deficient, and incapable of
accommodating the runoff from a 50-year storm. In addition, the connector pipes (lines
between the catch basins and storm drain mains) to the Kenter Canyon drain are made of
corrugated metal and have gradually deteriorated. 44 A parallel drain is being considered by the
County Department of Public Works. Because of this deficiency, the City’s Department of Public
Works has for the last several years required large developments to install detention facilities
onsite to reduce runoff during peak flow periods.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new

43

City of Santa Monica, Land Use and Circulation Element Final EIR, pg. 4.7-35 through 4.7-36, April 2010.

44

Ibid
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development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there
would be no new storm water runoff impacts that have not been previously examined or
adequately addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.7-35 through 4.7-36).
Rather, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would result in beneficial environmental effects
on water quality and storm water runoff due to increased development standards, new design
guidelines, and the imposition of general site regulations that address water quality and storm
water runoff.
Specifically, Chapter 9.26 (Landscaping) of the proposed Zoning Ordinance
Update includes new, enhanced landscaping requirements to protect water quality and reduce
storm water runoff. For example, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update requires the planting
of new vegetated areas, such as landscaped buffers and setbacks, to allow for increased storm
water infiltration and reduced potential for polluted runoff. Additionally, new parking lots would
be required to provide adequate drainage and a minimum of 20 permeable surfaces to allow
for storm water infiltration.
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations that address water quality and storm
water runoff, including those set forth in the City’s Urban Runoff Pollution Ordinance. Therefore,
the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not create or contribute runoff water or provide
additional sources of polluted runoff. Impacts would be less than significant.
Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater than
identified in
the EIR

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed
in the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

No
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

g) Place housing within a 100-year flood
hazard area as mapped on a federal Flood
Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate
Map or other flood hazard delineation
map?
h) Place within a 100-year flood hazard area
structures that would impede or redirect
flood flows?

No Impact. The City of Santa Monica is not located within a 100-year flood hazard area as
mapped on a Federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map. 45 Therefore, the
proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not place structures within a 100 year flood hazard
area. No impacts would occur.

45

Federal Emergency Management Agency, FEMA Map No. 06037C1590F, September 26, 2008.
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Potentially
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EIR

No
Impact,
consistent
with the
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Expose people or structures to a significant
risk of loss, injury or death involving flooding,
including flooding as a result of a failure of
a levee or dam?

Less Than Significant Impact. No dam/flood control channels exist in the City. The two closest
reservoirs to the City are the Stone Canyon Reservoir and the Riviera Reservoir. The Stone
Canyon Reservoir is located in the City of Los Angeles and has a capacity of 10,370 acre feet.
The inundation area from reservoir failure includes Brentwood and portions of West Los Angeles,
and the northeast portion of Santa Monica. 46 The risk for reservoir failure is considered low as the
LADWP Reservoir Surveillance Section performs daily surveillance and periodic security
inspection for all LADWP reservoirs and dams. The Riviera Reservoir is owned by the City of Santa
Monica and located about two miles north of the City in Santa Monica. The reservoir has a
storage capacity of 76 acre-feet. Given its small storage capacity, the Riviera Reservoir does
not pose an inundation risk to the City. Additionally, the City has adopted the Multi Hazard
Functional Emergency Plan. The Plan sets forth a plan of action to reduce risk and prevent loss
from future emergencies and provides guidance for the City‘s response to large scale
emergency situations, including inundation as a result of the failure of a dam or levee.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new
development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there
would be no new impacts that have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in
the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.7-37 through 4.7-38)
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Pursuant to CEQA, future new land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed
Zoning Ordinance Update would be subject to their own environmental review on a project-byproject basis to assess potential flood risk. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
expose people or structures to a significant risk involving flooding, as a result of a failure of a
levee or dam. Impacts would be less than significant.
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Significant
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greater than
identified in
the EIR
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Inundation by seiche, tsunami or mudflow?

City of Santa Monica, Multi Hazard Functional Emergency Plan, 2013.
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A seiche is a standing wave occurring in an enclosed or partially enclosed body of water, such
as a lake, reservoir, or bay. There are no enclosed or partially enclosed large bodies of water in
the City. Therefore, the potential for inundation from a seiche is considered remote. No impacts
relative to a seiche would occur.
Mudflows (also called debris flows) result from the downslope movement of soil and/or rock
under the influence of gravity. The City is not located downslope from any steep hillsides. The
City is not at risk from inundation by mudflow. No impacts from mudflow would occur.
A tsunami is a large ocean wave caused by a significant undersea disturbance such as
earthquakes. Areas susceptible to a tsunami in the City include the low-lying beachfront areas.
In the event of a tsunami, the City has designated tsunami evacuation routes (see Figure 6 –
Tsunami Evacuation Routes) and has also adopted a Multi Hazard Functional Emergency Plan.
The Plan sets forth a plan of action to reduce risk and prevent loss from large scale emergencies,
including tsunamis.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new
development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE.
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Pursuant to CEQA, future new land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed
Zoning Ordinance Update would be subject to their own environmental review on a project-byproject basis to assess potential tsunami risk. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
develop new land uses at significant risk from inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow.
Impacts would be less than significant.
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FIGURE 6 – TSUNAMI EVACUATION ROUTES
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LAND USE AND PLANNING. Compared to the assumptions, analysis, and conclusions
presented in the certified LUCE Program EIR, would the project:

a) Physically
divide
community?

an

established

No Impact. The City includes distinct residential neighborhoods and mixed use areas with both
residential and commercial uses.
The LUCE was adopted in 2010, which focused on the
replacement or intensification of existing land uses in targeted subareas of the City‘s
commercial corridors and districts, near proposed transit stations and major transit corridors in
order, to conserve existing residential neighborhoods. The LUCE had allowed for land use
changes to occur in limited areas of the City (e.g., Bergamot Area, Downtown, and along
commercial corridors). For the majority of the City, the LUCE conserved the existing pattern of
uses and establishes policies for protection and long-term conservation of established residential
neighborhoods. The LUCE attempts to join disparate segments of the City together by activating
strategic locations, like Memorial Park, Bergamot Plan area, and the Downtown Expo LRT station
with new land uses and activities that serve the needs of adjacent residential neighborhoods.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new
development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there
would be no new impacts that have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in
the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.8-113 through 4.8-114).
Rather, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would have beneficial environmental effects
on communities due to development standards, new design guidelines, and the imposition of
general site regulations that aim to create connected, complete neighborhoods. For example,
setback and stepback standards in the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would provide for
appropriate transitions that would enhance the interface between new and existing
development. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update also includes design guidelines that
encourage new development to maintain and enhance existing neighborhood urban design
patterns that emphasize pedestrian-orientation and human-scale.
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations and standards of the Zoning
Ordinance, as updated, and the LUCE. Compliance with the Zoning Ordinance and the LUCE
would ensure that future new land uses would be compatible with surrounding uses. Therefore,
the proposed Zoning Ordinance would not physically divide an established community.
Impacts would be less than significant.
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Potentially
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the EIR
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Impact
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No Impact,
consistent
with the EIR

b) Conflict with any applicable land use plan,
policy or regulation of an agency with
jurisdiction over the project (including, but
not limited to, the general plan, specific
plan, local coastal program or zoning
ordinance) adopted for the purpose of
avoiding or mitigating an environmental
effect?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update is specifically intended to
achieve consistency with local and regional plans, including the City’s LUCE, Bike Action Plan,
Sustainable City Plan, Climate Action Plan, and SCAG’s RTP/SCS.
LUCE: The LUCE created a framework to integrate housing with existing and future transit
investment. The anticipated completion of the Exposition Light Rail line by 2015, including three
Santa Monica stations, creates opportunities for developing affordable and market rate housing
within walking distance of transit while encouraging the conservation of existing residential
neighborhoods. Specifically, the LUCE preserves 96% of the City with growth concentrated in
only 4% of the City’s land area. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update is one of the principal
tools for implementing the LUCE, as shown below in Table 1.
Bike Action Plan: The Bike Action Plan identifies the 20-year vision to improve and promote
bicycling in the City. The Plan identifies bicycle programs such as encouragement events,
educational programs, and awareness campaigns, as well as bicycle facilities (physical
improvements) that include a variety bicycle treatments such as shared use paths and
separated bike lanes, neighborhood greenways (bicycle boulevards), and slow streets. The
proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would support the creation of a bicycle friendly community
consistent with the Bike Action Plan. Specifically, Section 9.28.140 of the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update establishes requirements for bicycle parking that are consistent with the Bike
Action Plan.
Sustainable City Plan/Climate Action Plan: As discussed in Section XVII, Greenhouse Gas
Emissions, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update will advance greenhouse gas reduction
goals as mandated by the City’s SCP and Climate Action Plan. The proposed Zoning Ordinance
Update fosters the development of a sustainable, multi-modal community to reduce per capita
VMT and GHG emissions through increased design standards, new design guidelines, and the
imposition of general site regulations. Chapter 9.26 (Landscaping) of the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update establishes standards for significant new landscaping/open space that will
help with carbon sequestration. The Plan also requires that new buildings in the Mixed-Use and
Commercial Districts, Employment Districts, and Oceanfront Districts be designed in a humanscale with active-ground floor frontages to promote pedestrian activity. Additionally, Chapter
9.28 (Parking, Loading, and Circulation) of the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would
support opportunities for alternative modes of travel through minimum requirements for bicycle
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parking, car van pool, parking, and pedestrian facilities. Chapter 9.53 (Transportation Demand
Management) also sets forth strengthened Transportation Demand Management (TDM)
provisions to reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT) and associated GHG emissions. Specifically,
Chapter 9.53 would reduce the threshold of TDM applicability for employers from 50 to 30
employees and includes higher average vehicle ridership (AVR) targets as well as physical
/programmatic requirements. Overall, the standards and regulations in the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update would promote the achievement of sustainable communities.
SCAG’s 2012 RTP/SCS: The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update supports the SCS/RTP’s regional
sustainability and integrated land use/transportation planning goals, through standards and
guidelines that enhance urban design that make bicycling and walking viable alternatives to
automobile travel. In addition, proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would maximize the
efficiency of the circulation system through strengthened TDM requirements that reduce total
vehicular miles traveled in the City and manage congestion. Further, consistent with the
SCS/RTP, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update allows for pedestrian-oriented uses in proximity
to transit corridors, which would serve to further reduce automobile trips.
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TABLE 1
LUCE CONSISTENCY
LUCE Principle

Consistency

Conserving and Enhancing
Neighborhoods

The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to
ensure consistency and successful implementation of the LUCE. The
proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not permit land uses of greater
density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new
development in areas where such development is prohibited under the
LUCE. Therefore, consistent with the LUCE, existing neighborhoods would be
conserved.

Integrating Land Use and
Transportation

The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update promotes the creation of
sustainable, mixed use communities. For example, the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update requires that new buildings in the Mixed-Use and
Commercial Districts, Employment Districts, and Oceanfront Districts be
designed in a human-scale with active-ground floor frontages to promote
pedestrian activity.

Managing Transportation/Reducing
Congestion

In addition to integrating land use and transportation to reduce vehicle miles
traveled and minimize trips, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update sets
standards addressing bicycle parking (Section 9.28.140) and pedestrian
access (Section 9.28.130) to maximize opportunities for alternative modes of
travel. Additionally, Chapter 9.53 (Transportation Demand Management of
the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would further promote vehicle trip
reduction by reducing the applicability of the TDM ordinance for employers
from 50 to 30 employees and establishing minimum average vehicle
ridership (AVR) targets.

Creating Complete Neighborhoods
with Increased Open Space and an
Expanded Urban Forest

The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update provides for expanded
landscaping requirements in Chapter 9.23. The proposed Zoning Ordinance
Update would require that new projects provide for landscaped areas and
the planting of public trees consistent with those in the City’s UFMP.

Providing Community Benefits

Chapter 9.23 (Community Benefits) of the proposed Zoning Ordinance
Update establishes the regulations and structure to ensure that new
development exceeding the base height in the LUCE provide community
benefits.

Ensuring Quality Design and Urban
Form

The intent of the standards and regulations set forth in the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update is to ensure that new development in the City would be
of the highest quality design and urban form. For example, Chapter 9.11 of
the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update includes pedestrian-oriented design
requirements (such as articulated facades) to ensure that new
developments are designed with an attractive street-level frontage. New
landscaping/open space requirements are also included in the proposed
Zoning Ordinance Update to improve the appearance of new
development. Chapter 9.55 (Architectural Review) of the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update would continue to require projects to undergo final
design review by the Architectural Review Board. However, the proposed
Zoning Ordinance Update would also require projects subject to a
Development Review Permit to undergo initial design review by the
Architectural Review Board prior to a Planning Commission hearing to ensure
that design issues are addressed early. Furthermore, the proposed new
design guidelines would encourage new development to maintain and
enhance existing neighborhood urban design patterns that emphasize
pedestrian-orientation and human-scale.
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Incentivizing Preservation of Historic
Resources

Managing and Monitoring Growth

The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would continue to provide for the
protection of the City’s historic resources. As reflected in Chapter 9.56
(Landmarks and Historic Districts), the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would not make changes to the existing Landmarks Ordinance. Citydesignated Landmarks would continue to be protected. Additionally,
Chapter 9.25 (Demolition and Relocation) of the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update would continue to require Landmarks Commission review
for the demolition of structures over 40 years old.
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would require that projects
exceeding Tier 2 standards of the LUCE be subject to a Development
Agreement.

Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater than
identified in
the EIR

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed
in the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the EIR

No Impact,
consistent
with the EIR

c) Conflict with any applicable habitat
conservation plan or natural community
conservation plan?

No Impact. No Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other
approved habitat conservation plan applies to the City of Santa Monica. 47 Therefore, the
proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not conflict with the provisions of an adopted
habitat conservation plan and no impacts would occur.
Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater
than
identified in
the EIR

XI.

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed in
the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

No Impact,
consistent
with the EIR

MINERAL RESOURCES. Compared to the assumptions, analysis, and conclusions presented in
the certified LUCE Program EIR, would the project:

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known
mineral resource that would be of value to
the region and the residents of the state?
b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally
important mineral resource recovery site
delineated on a local general plan, specific
plan or other land use plan?

No Impact. There are no valued mineral resources or mineral resource recovery sites in the City
of Santa Monica. The City is fully developed with urban uses. Therefore, the proposed Zoning

47 California Department of Fish and Game, Natural Community Conservation Planning,
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/habcon/nccp/; accessed 12/2/2013.
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Ordinance Update would not result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource or
mineral resource recovery site. No impact would occur.
Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater than
identified in
the EIR

XII.

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed
in the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

No
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

NOISE. Compared to the assumptions, analysis, and conclusions presented in the certified
LUCE Program EIR, would the project result in:

a) Exposure of persons to or generation of
noise levels in excess of standards
established in the local general plan or noise
ordinance or of applicable standards of
other agencies?
c) A substantial permanent increase in
ambient noise levels in the project vicinity
above levels existing without the project?
Less Than Significant Impact. The City of Santa Monica is an urban community with a diverse mix
of land uses. While the City does contain a municipal airport, the primary source of noise within
the City is vehicular traffic. Noise in the City also occurs from various stationary sources, such as
mechanical equipment of existing buildings and the operation of various types of businesses. 48
Noise levels in the City are regulated by the City’s Noise Ordinance (Chapter 4.12 of the Santa
Monica Code). The City’s Noise Ordinance sets forth allowable exterior noise standards based
on zones (residential, commercial, and industrial) and time of day. The exterior noise standards
for a 15 minute continuous period range from 50 dBA (most restrictive, at night for residential
zones) to 70 dBA (least restrictive, anytime for industrial zones). Construction noise levels may
exceed the standards by 40 dBA provided that the noise occurs between 10:00 am and 3:00
pm.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
make changes to the City’s existing Noise Ordinance.
Additionally, the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update would not permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE
and would not allow new development in areas where such development is prohibited under
the LUCE. Therefore, there would be no new impacts that have not been previously examined
or adequately addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.9-26 through 4.9-30; 4.9-32).
Rather the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would have beneficial environmental effects on
noise due to increased development standards, design guidelines, and the imposition of general
site regulations that would minimize noise impacts from new projects. For example, Section
9.21.140 (Screening) of the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would require that all external
mechanical and electrical equipment be screened on all vertical sides, thus minimizing noise

48
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impacts from mechanical equipment. Additionally, Chapter 9.31 of the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update includes noise control regulations to minimize noise levels from automobilerelated uses. These regulations include prohibiting outdoor loudspeakers, requiring noisegenerating equipment to be muffled, and requiring that auto repair activities be conducted
within an enclosed building.
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations and standards of the Zoning
Ordinance, as updated, and the LUCE. Compliance with the Zoning Ordinance, as updated,
and the LUCE would ensure that future new land uses are designed to minimize operational
noise levels. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not expose people to
noise levels above existing standards and would not result in a substantial temporary or
permanent increase in noise levels. Impacts would be less than significant.
Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater than
identified in
the EIR

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed
in the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

No
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

b) Exposure of persons to or generation of
excessive
groundborne
vibration
or
groundborne noise levels?
Significant Impact Adequately Addressed in the LUCE Program EIR. Construction activities
associated with new development projects has two potential effects. First, vibration at high
enough levels can result in human annoyance. Second, groundborne vibration can potentially
damage the foundations and exteriors of older and potentially historic structures. Construction
activities could occur as close as 25 feet from sensitive receptors or pile driving could occur. As
such, sensitive receptors could experience vibration levels that exceed the Federal Transit
Authority (FTA) threshold of 85 VdB. Therefore, because sensitive receptors could be subjected to
construction vibration levels in excess FTA thresholds, the LUCE Program EIR concluded that this
impact would be considered significant and unavoidable (pg. 4.9-30 through 4.9-31).
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow urban
new development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore,
there would be no new vibration impacts that have not been previously examined or
adequately addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.9-30).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations and standards that address vibration,
including those in the City’s Noise Ordinance. Pursuant to CEQA, future new land uses that
occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would be subject to their own
environmental review on a project-by-project basis to assess impacts related to groundborne
vibration. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not result in a significant
groundborne vibration impact not examined or adequately addressed in the LUCE Program EIR.
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d) A substantial temporary or periodic increase
in ambient noise levels in the project vicinity
above levels existing without the project?

Significant Impact Adequately Addressed in the LUCE Program EIR. Noise levels in the City are
regulated by the City’s Noise Ordinance (Chapter 4.12 of the Santa Monica Code). The City’s
Noise Ordinance sets forth allowable exterior noise standards based on zones (residential,
commercial, and industrial) and time of day. The exterior noise standards for a 15 minute
continuous period range from 50 dBA (most restrictive, at night for residential zones) to 70 dBA
(least restrictive, anytime for industrial zones). Construction noise levels may exceed the
standards by 40 dBA provided that the noise occurs between 10:00 am and 3:00 pm.
Typical construction activities for development of new land uses have the potential to result in a
substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise levels. In general, construction
activities in the City would generally occur during the permitted hours designated in the City of
Santa Monica Noise Ordinance, and thus would not occur during recognized sleep hours for
residences. However, there is a potential, in the case of projects conducted in the public
interest, for construction noise to occur during noise sensitive periods (or recognized sleep hours)
if an after-hours construction permit is issued. As such, construction noise could occur during
recognized sleep hours, which would be considered a potentially significant impact. While the
issuance of a permit and the performance of construction activities would be considered a rare
occurrence, the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.9-45 through 4.9-47) conservatively concluded that this
impact would be significant and unavoidable.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow urban
new development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore,
there would be no new noise impacts that have not been previously examined or adequately
addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.9-30).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations and standards that address noise,
including those in the City’s Noise Ordinance. Pursuant to CEQA, future new land uses that
occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would be subject to their own
environmental review on a project-by-project basis to assess impacts related to construction
noise. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not result in a significant
construction noise impact not examined or adequately addressed in the LUCE Program EIR.
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e) For a project located within an airport land
use plan area or, where such a plan has not
been adopted, within two miles of a public
airport or a public use airport, would the
project expose people residing or working in
the project area to excessive noise levels?

Less Than Significant Impact. The Santa Monica Municipal Airport is located in the southeast
portion of the City. Aircraft noise from the Santa Monica Municipal Airport are currently
addressed in various regulations, such as the Santa Monica Airport Code (Chapter 10.04 of the
Santa Monica Municipal Code) and the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 14 Code of
Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 150. Per 14 CFR part 150, the FAA considers noise levels above 65
CNEL to be unacceptable for residences.
In 2008, the City measured 60, 65, and 70 CNEL noise contours for the Santa Monica Airport. 49
These noise contours are generally consistent with the CNEL noise contours estimated by the
ALUC in 2003. 50 Neither the LUCE nor the existing Zoning Ordinance permits sensitive uses, such
as residential uses, to be located within these the 65 and 70 CNEL noise contours of the airport.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
make changes to existing regulations that address airport noise. Additionally, the proposed
Zoning Ordinance Update would not permit land uses of greater density than permitted under
the LUCE and would not allow new development in areas where such development is prohibited
under the LUCE. Consistent with the LUCE, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
permit sensitive uses (such as residential uses) to be developed within the boundaries of the
airport’s 65 and 70 CNEL noise contours. Therefore, there would be no new impacts that have
not been previously examined or adequately addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.9-47).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations and standards of the Zoning
Ordinance, as updated, and the LUCE. Compliance with the Zoning Ordinance, as updated,
and the LUCE would ensure that future new land uses would not be located in the 65 CNEL and
75 CNEL noise contours of the airport. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would
not expose people to airport noise. Impacts would be less than significant.

City of Santa Monica, Calendar Year 2008 CNEL Contours Santa Monica Municipal Airport ; online at
http://www.smgov.net/uploadedFiles/Departments/Airport/2008%20CNEL%20Report(1).pdf; April 2009

49

50 Los Angeles County Airport Land Use Commission, Airport Influence Area: Santa Monica Airport; online at
http://planning.lacounty.gov/assets/upl/project/aluc_airport-santa-monica.pdf; May 3, 2003.
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For a project within the vicinity of a private
airstrip, would the project expose people
residing or working in the project area to
excessive noise levels?

No Impact. There are no existing private airstrips within the City. As a result, the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update would not result in a safety hazard from a private airstrip. No impact would
occur.
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XIII.
POPULATION AND HOUSING. Compared to the assumptions, analysis, and conclusions
presented in the certified LUCE Program EIR, would the project:
a) Induce substantial population growth in an
area, either directly (e.g., by proposing new
homes and businesses) or indirectly (e.g.,
through extension of roads or other
infrastructure)?
Less Than Significant Impact. Based on the 2010 Census, the City of Santa Monica has a current
residential population of 89,736, a housing stock of 50,912 units, and an average household size
of 1.87 persons per household.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new
development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there
would be no new impacts that have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in
the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.10-12 through 4.10-13).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable standards (such as maximum density) of the
Zoning Ordinance, as updated, and the LUCE. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance
Update would not induce substantial population growth. Impacts would be less than significant.
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b) Displace substantial numbers of existing
housing, necessitating the construction of
replacement housing elsewhere?
c) Displace substantial numbers of people,
necessitating
the
construction
of
replacement housing elsewhere?

Less Than Significant Impact. Based on the 2010 Census, the City of Santa Monica has a current
residential population of 89,736, a housing stock of 50,912 units, and an average household size
of 1.87 persons per household. The City includes distinct residential neighborhoods and mixed
use areas with both residential and commercial uses.
The LUCE, adopted in 2010, allows for land use changes to occur in limited areas of the City
(e.g., Bergamot Area, Downtown, and along commercial corridors). For the majority of the City,
the LUCE conserved the existing pattern of uses and establishes policies for protection and longterm conservation of established residential neighborhoods. Most of the land use changes
anticipated to occur in the future would occur as redevelopment of existing sites, and through
the conversion of land uses of underperforming and obsolete development near the transit
corridors and near the Expo Light Rail station areas.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new
development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there
would be no new impacts that have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in
the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.10-13 through 4.10-15).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
could result in the demolition of existing residential uses and the displacement of residents.
However, these projects would be required to conform to all applicable federal, state, and local
regulations that address tenant displacement and may be required to provide relocation
assistance and/or replacement housing. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would not displace substantial numbers of housing or people. Impacts would be less than
significant.

City of Santa Monica Initial Study/ Negative Declaration
December 2013
Page 66

CITY OF SANTA MONICA ZONING ORDINANCE UPDATE INITIAL STUDY / NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater than
the EIR

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed
in the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

No
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

XIV. PUBLIC SERVICES. Compared to the assumptions, analysis, and conclusions presented in
the certified LUCE Program EIR, would the project result in substantial adverse physical
impacts associated with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities,
need for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could
cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios,
response times or other performance objectives for any of the public services:
a) Fire protection?
b) Police protection?

Less Than Significant Impact. Fire protection services in the City are provided by the Santa
Monica Fire Department (SMFD), which has four fire stations with emergency response time
estimated at approximately four minutes. According to the SMFD, they are currently operating
at acceptable levels of fire protection services. All new buildings in the City are required to
comply with the City’s Fire Code (Chapter 8.40 of the Santa Monica Municipal Code)
Police protection services in the City are provided by the Santa Monica Police Department
(SMPD). The SMPD does have a 5-year staffing plan created by the department and approved
by the City Council to increase police personnel levels based on demand, contingent on
budgetary constraints. SMPD also has equipment enhancement programs, also contingent upon
budgetary constraints.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would
allow (with a conditional use permit) up to two medical marijuana dispensaries in a limited area
of the City. The dispensaries are prohibited to be located within 500 feet of a day care, park,
school, library, or another dispensary, and would be allowed to operate with limited hours. To
ensure that the dispensaries are developed in a manner that protects the safety and welfare of
nearby residents and businesses, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would require that the
dispensaries provide for a security plan, alarm system, and emergency contact to the Chief of
Police. With these security requirements, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update’s provision for
allowing two medical marijuana dispensaries would not result in significant impacts on police
services.
Furthermore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not permit land uses of greater
density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new development in areas where
such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there would be no new impacts that
have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.118 through 4.11-10 and pg 4.11-14 through 4.11-15).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
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would be evaluated by the SMPD as part of the planning and development review process to
determine the level of and demand for police protection services that would be generated by
each project. Additionally, all new land uses would be required to conform to all applicable
federal, state, and local regulations that address police and fire safety, including the City’s Fire
Code. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not result in substantial
adverse impacts on fire and police services. Impacts would be less than significant.
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c) Schools?

Less Than Significant Impact. The Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School (SMMUSD) provides public
education to school-age students in the City. The SMMUSD operates twelve K-12 schools in the
City of Santa Monica: seven elementary schools, two middle schools, and two high schools. Any
new development occurring in the City are required to contribute funds in accordance with
SMMUSD‘s currently adopted developer fees (as authorized by SB 50 Leroy Green School
Facilities Program [1998]). This fee goes towards expanding and upgrading SMMUSD facilities to
accommodate the increase in enrollment at Santa Monica public schools. According to
Government Code Section 65996, the developer fees authorized by SB 50 are deemed as a
matter of law to be ―full and complete school facilities mitigation.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new
development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there
would be no new impacts that have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in
the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.11-23 through 4.11-24).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to pay developer fees per SB50 to mitigate impacts on schools. In addition,
school improvement projects as funded by Measure BB are currently underway to increase
existing school capacity. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not result in
substantial adverse impacts on schools. Impacts would be less than significant.
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d) Parks?

Less Than Significant Impact. The City of Santa Monica has 27 local public parks, which includes
the recently opened Tongva Park, as well as the beach areas. The City’s parks contain a variety
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of recreational facilities including multi-use athletic fields for soccer, baseball, and football, and
courts for tennis, volleyball, and basketball. Other recreational opportunities include swimming
pools, a skate parks, a lawn bowling facilities, off-leash dog areas, and a variety of children’s
playgrounds. In addition, some recreation facilities at the public schools are open to the public
during non-school hours under a Master Facilities Agreement between the City and the
SMMUSD.
The City is currently in the processing of establishing a Parks and Recreation Linkage Fee. The
purpose of the Parks and Recreation Linkage Fee would be to provide a funding source from
new residential and commercial development for the upgrade and/or expansion of parks and
recreational facilities needed to accommodate any additional residents and employees
associated with those new developments. Adoption of this fee is anticipated to occur in the
near future.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new
development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there
would be no new impacts that have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in
the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.11-41 through 4.11-45).
Rather the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would have beneficial environmental effects on
noise due to increased development standards, design guidelines, and the imposition of general
site regulations that address open space. For example, new residential uses are required to
provide common outdoor space in accordance with Section 9.21.090 (Outdoor Living Area) of
the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update. As stated under Section 9.21.090 of the proposed
Zoning Ordinance Update, common outdoor areas include landscaped areas, landscaped
courts, patios, swimming pools, playgrounds, turf, or other gardens.
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to provide common open space per the Zoning Ordinance, as updated, and
may be subject to the payment of open space linkage fees, if such fees are adopted by the
City. Furthermore, as part of the planning and development review process, all new residential
development projects would be evaluated on a case-by-case basis to determine the level of
and demand for parks that would be generated by the project. Therefore, the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update would not result in substantial adverse impacts on parks. Impacts would be
less than significant.
Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater
than the
EIR

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed
in the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

No
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

e) Other public facilities?

Less Than Significant Impact. Library services in the City are provided by four SMPL libraries: the
Main Library, the Montana Avenue Branch, the Fairview Branch, and the Ocean Park Branch. In
addition, the Pico Branch Library is currently under construction and expected to open by 2014.
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The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new
development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there
would be no new impacts that have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in
the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.11-28 through 4.11-29).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. As part of the planning and development review process, all new development
projects that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would be evaluated on
a case-by-case basis to determine the level of and demand for libraries that would be
generated by the project. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not result
in substantial adverse impacts on libraries. Impacts would be less than significant.
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RECREATION.

a) Would the project increase the use of
existing neighborhood and regional parks or
other recreational facilities such that
substantial physical deterioration of the
facility would occur or be accelerated?

Less Than Significant Impact. See discussion under XIV – Parks.

Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater
than the EIR

b) Does the project include recreational
facilities, or require the construction or
expansion of recreational facilities, which
might have an adverse physical effect on
the environment?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not
propose or authorize any development. Pursuant to CEQA, future new land uses including parks
and recreational facilities that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would
be subject to their own environmental review on a project-by-project basis to assess impacts on
the environment.
Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not result in
substantial adverse impacts on parks. Impacts would be less than significant.
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XVI. SHADOWS. Compared to the assumptions, analysis, and conclusions presented in the
certified LUCE Program EIR, would the project:
a) Produce
extensive
shadows
adjacent uses or property?

affecting

Less Than Significant Impact. Shading refers to placing existing land uses in shade, preventing
direct access to sunlight by off-site shadows cast by buildings or structures. Facilities and
operations sensitive to the effects of shading include, but are not necessarily limited to,
residential, recreational, institutional (e.g., schools, nursing homes, etc.), some public outdoor
spaces or restaurants with outdoor eating areas, plant nurseries, and existing solar collectors.
These uses are considered sensitive because sunlight is important to function, physical comfort,
or commerce. The potential for shading is dependent on the height and bulk of the shadowcasting building as well as its location.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new
development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there
would be no new shadow impacts that have not been previously examined or adequately
addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.1-63 through 4.1-67).
Rather, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would result in beneficial environmental effects
on shade/shadow due to increased development standards, new design guidelines, and the
imposition of general site regulations. For example, stepbacks, setback, and daylight plane
requirements of the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would help to minimize shadow
impacts onto adjacent properties.
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations performance standards and design
standards that would minimize shadow effects, including those of the Zoning Ordinance, as
updated, and the LUCE. Pursuant to CEQA, future new land uses that occur pursuant to the
proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would be subject to their own environmental review on a
project-by-project basis to assess shadow impacts. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance
Update would not result in significant shadow effects affecting adjacent sensitive uses. Impacts
would be less than significant.
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XVII. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC. Compared to the assumptions, analysis, and conclusions
presented in the certified LUCE Program EIR, would the project:
a) Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance
or
policy
establishing
measures
of
effectiveness for the performance of the
circulation system, taking into account all
modes of transportation including mass
transit and non-motorized travel and
relevant components of the circulation
system, including but not limited to
intersections, streets, highways and freeways,
pedestrian and bicycle paths, and mass
transit?
f)

Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or
programs regarding public transit, bicycle, or
pedestrian facilities, or otherwise decrease
the performance or safety of such facilities?

Significant Impact Adequately Addressed in the LUCE Program EIR. The City’s LUCE contains
goals, policies, and actions that strengthen and promote adopted policies, plans, and programs
supporting the circulation system and alternative transportation. The LUCE provides goals and
policies geared towards keeping cars moving efficiently on Santa Monica‘s major boulevards
and includes specific goals, policies, and actions to promote alternative modes of travel,
consistent with SCAG’s Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy
(RTP/SCS), the City’s Sustainable City Plan, and the City’s Bike Action Plan. The LUCE creates a
framework for investing resources into facilities and programs to promote circulation and
encourage alternative modes of travel, such as the Exposition Light Rail stations, bike centers,
and pedestrian pathways. To reduce dependency on the automobile, the LUCE focuses mixed
housing and commercial land uses around existing and future transit, including the Exposition LRT
station, and encourages land uses that will be supportive of transit in those areas. By proposing
the creation of a complete multi-modal transportation system which builds upon the City’s
investment in transit and the opportunity offered by the coming of the Expo LRT, it is anticipated
that existing and future trips would be minimized. The LUCE establishes the goal of achieving the
generation of no net new PM peak hour vehicle trips citywide by 2030, with the intent of
investing in the transportation system to substantially reduce vehicle trips generated by new
development and to offset new vehicle trips with reductions elsewhere in the circulation system,
such as from existing development.
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update implements the goals and policies of the City’s LUCE,
Bike Action Plan, and SCAG’s RTP/SCS through increased development standards that are
needed to create a mixed, use walkable community in proximity to transit. For example, the
proposed Zoning Ordinance Update requires that new buildings in the Mixed-Use and
Commercial Districts, Employment Districts, and Oceanfront Districts be designed in a humanCity of Santa Monica Initial Study/ Negative Declaration
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scale with active-ground floor frontages to promote pedestrian activity. Additionally, the
proposed Zoning Ordinance sets standards addressing bicycle parking (Section 9.28.140) and
pedestrian access (Section 9.28.130) to maximize opportunities for alternative modes of travel.
Furthermore, Chapter 9.53 (Transportation Demand Management of the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update would further promote vehicle trip reduction by reducing the applicability of
the TDM ordinance for employers from 50 to 30 employees and establishing minimum average
vehicle ridership (AVR) targets.
Notwithstanding the LUCE’s goal of achieving no net new PM peak hour trips vehicle trips
citywide by 2030, the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.12-53 through 4.12-55) acknowledged that there
would be significant traffic impacts at some City intersections due to localized traffic from
individual projects and regional cut-through traffic. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would not permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not
allow new development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE.
Pursuant to CEQA, future new land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance
Update would be subject to their own environmental review on a project-by-project basis to
assess traffic impacts. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not result in a
significant impact on the transportation system not examined or adequately addressed in the
LUCE Program EIR.
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b) Conflict with an applicable congestion
management program, including, but not
limited to level of service standards and
travel demand measures, or other standards
established by the county congestion
management agency for designated roads
or highways?
Less Than Significant Impact. Metro’s 2010 Congestion Management Plan (CMP) for Los Angeles
County designates certain freeway segments and arterial roadways as CMP facilities. I-10 at
Lincoln Boulevard is the only designated CMP freeway monitoring location within Santa Monica.
Four intersections in the city are designated CMP arterial monitoring locations 51:

51

•

Lincoln Boulevard and Santa Monica Boulevard

•

Lincoln Boulevard and Pico Boulevard

•

Cloverfield Boulevard and Santa Monica Boulevard

•

26th Street and Wilshire Boulevard

Los Angeles County Metropolitan Authority, 2010 Congestion Management Program.
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The CMP specifies a standard of LOS E for CMP freeway and intersection monitoring locations.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new
development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there
would be no new traffic impacts on CMP facilities that have not been previously examined or
adequately addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.12-67 through 4.12-69).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Pursuant to CEQA, future new land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed
Zoning Ordinance Update would be subject to their own environmental review on a project-byproject basis to assess impacts on CMP facilities. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance
Update would not result in significant shadow effects. Impacts would be less than significant.
Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater
than
identified in
the EIR

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed
in the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

No
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns,
including either an increase in traffic levels or
a change in location that results in
substantial safety risks?

No Impact. The Santa Monica Municipal Airport is located in the southeast portion of the City.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
make changes to the Santa Monica Airport Code (Chapter 10.04 of the Santa Monica
Municipal Code). Additionally, the proposed Zoning Ordinance does not propose any change
to airport operations. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not result in any
changes to air traffic patterns and in any substantial safety risks related to aircraft traffic. No
impacts would occur.
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Significant
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with the
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d) Substantially increase hazards due to a
design feature (e.g., sharp curves or
dangerous intersections) or incompatible
uses (e.g., farm equipment)?
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Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not
propose or authorize any development. The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance
Update would make revisions, additions, corrections and clarifications to various sections of the
Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency and successful implementation of the LUCE. The
proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would result in beneficial environmental effects with regard
to design features due to increased development standards, new design guidelines, and the
imposition of general site regulations that address safety. For example, Section 9.21.180 of the
proposed Zoning Ordinance Update prohibits any obstruction that would block the visibility of
vehicles entering/existing an alley, driveway, intersection, parking lot, or other vehicle right-of
way and/or would constitute an unnecessary hazard to person using an adjacent vehicle or
pedestrian right-of-way.
Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would be
required to conform to all applicable regulations performance standards and design standards
address safety, including those of the Zoning Ordinance, as updated, and the LUCE. Future
development proposals would be reviewed on a case-by-case basis as they arise to determine
if project layouts, driveway locations, land use types, or actual intensities would result in
hazardous conditions. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
substantially increase hazards due to a design feature. Impacts would be less than significant.
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e) Result in inadequate emergency access?

Less than Significant Impact. Emergency access requirements are established in the City’s Fire
Code and the Santa Monica Fire Department. The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning
Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions, corrections and clarifications to various
sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency and successful implementation of the
LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not make changes to existing policies,
programs, or regulations that address emergency access. Additionally, the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update would not permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE
and would not allow new development in areas where such development is prohibited under
the LUCE. Therefore, there would be no new impacts that have not been previously examined
or adequately addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.12-52).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations that address emergency access,
including Fire Code requirements. Future development proposals would be reviewed on a caseby-case basis by the SMFD as they arise to determine if adequate emergency access is
provided. Therefore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not result in inadequate
emergency access. Impacts would be less than significant.
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XVIII. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS. Compared to the assumptions, analysis, and conclusions
presented in the certified LUCE Program EIR, would the project:
a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements
of the applicable Regional Water Quality
Control Board?
b) Require or result in the construction of new
water or wastewater treatment facilities or
expansion
of
existing
facilities,
the
construction of which could cause significant
environmental effects?
e) Result in a determination by the wastewater
treatment provider that serves or may serve
the project that it has adequate capacity to
serve the project’s projected demand, in
addition
to
the
provider’s
existing
commitments?

Less Than Significant Impact. Wastewater in the City is conveyed westward to the City’s Coastal
Interceptor Sewer System (CISS) and then ultimately to the City of Los Angeles’ Hyperion
Treatment Plant in the City of Los Angeles for treatment. Two flow metering stations for the CISS
are located at 415 Pacific Coast Highway and at the 3000 block of Main Street. The CISS system
is designed for 51.7 million gallons per day (mgd) at its terminus at the southern City boundary
with the City of Los Angeles. Presently the 13.07 mgd average flow at the CISS terminus
represents approximately 25.3 percent of its capacity. The Hyperion Treatment Plant has a dry
weather capacity of 450 million gallons per day (mgd) and currently processes an average of
340 mgd.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new
development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there
would be no new impacts that have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in
the LUCE Program EIR (pg 4.13-41).
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to comply with applicable provisions of the NPDES program, as enforced by
the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (LARWQCB). Additionally, future
development proposals would be reviewed on a case-by-case basis as they arise to determine
if the sewer facilities are adequate to accommodate wastewater. Therefore, the proposed
Zoning Ordinance Update would not exceed wastewater treatment requirements and would
not result in the construction of wastewater facilities. Impacts would be less than significant.
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c) Require or result in the construction of new
storm water drainage facilities or expansion
of existing facilities, the construction of which
could cause significant environmental
effects?

Less Than Significant Impact. See discussion under Section IX Hydrology (e). The proposed City
of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions, corrections and
clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency and successful
implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not permit land
uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new development in
areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there would be no new
storm water runoff impacts that have not been previously examined or adequately addressed in
the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.7-29).
Rather, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would result in beneficial environmental effects
on storm water runoff due to increased development standards, new design guidelines, and the
imposition of general site regulations that address storm water runoff. Specifically, Chapter 9.26
(Landscaping) of the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update includes new, enhanced
landscaping requirements to reduce storm water runoff.
For example, the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update requires the planting of new vegetated areas, such as landscaped buffers
and setbacks, to allow for increased storm water infiltration and reduced potential for erosion.
Additionally, new parking lots would be required to provide adequate drainage and a minimum
of 20 permeable surfaces to allow for storm water infiltration.
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations that address storm water runoff,
including those set forth in the City’s Urban Runoff Pollution Ordinance. Additionally, future
development proposals would be reviewed on a case-by-case basis as they arise to determine
if the storm drain facilities are adequate to accommodate storm water runoff. Therefore, the
proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not require or result in the construction of storm drain
facilities. Impacts would be less than significant.
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d) Have sufficient water supplies available to
serve the project from existing entitlements
and resources, or are new or expanded
entitlements needed?
Less Than Significant Impact. Water for the Santa Monica service area is supplied from both
groundwater and imported sources. Six wells are in the Santa Monica Sub basin, and the
remaining five wells are in the Charnock Sub basin. In February 2010, the City opened the Santa
Monica Water Treatment Plant at the Charnock Well Field. The Metropolitan Water District
(MWD) of Southern California delivers imported water from the Colorado River and State Water
Project to the City.
Since adoption of the LUCE Program EIR, the City adopted a 2010 Urban Water Management
Plan (UWMP), which reflects the City’s aggressive efforts to achieve local water supply
autonomy (i.e., no longer relying on imported supplies) by 2020. In order to achieve local water
supply autonomy, the City has committed to reducing per capita demand to 123 gallons per
capita per day (gpcd). Based on the 2010 UWMP, water supplies are sufficient to meet Citywide
water demands of future growth.
The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize any
development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update
would be required to conform to all applicable regulations that address water conservation,
including those set forth in the City’s Green Building Ordinance.
Additionally, future
development proposals would be reviewed on a case-by-case basis as they arise to determine
if the storm drain facilities are adequate to accommodate water demand. Therefore, the
proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not require or result in new or expanded water
entitlements. Impacts would be less than significant.
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Be served by a landfill with sufficient
permitted capacity to accommodate the
project’s solid waste disposal needs?

g) Comply with federal, state and local statutes
and regulations related to solid waste?

Less Than Significant Impact. The City actively implements waste reduction/diversion programs
in compliance with the California Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989 (AB 939). The Act
requires each city, county, and regional agency, if any, to develop a source reduction and
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recycling element of an integrated waste management plan containing specified components.
In accordance with AB939, the City prepared the Source Reduction and Recycling Element,
which outlines efforts to reduce solid waste. Furthermore, the City has adopted the Sustainable
City Plan, which includes a number of goals to reduce solid waste disposal. Specifically, solid
waste generation is not to exceed 2000 generation levels by 2010, and diversion rate of 70
percent of the total by 2010.
In 2012, the City diverted more than 70 percent of its wastes from the landfill, exceeding the
target established in the Sustainable City Plan and the state’s diversion rate. To continue this
success and further increase recycling and composting, Santa Monica is developing a Zero
Waste Strategic Plan to reach a diversion goal of 95 percent by 2035. 52
Section 8.108.010 Subpart C of the SMMC (Construction and Demolition Ordinance) requires that
demolition and/or construction projects costing $50,000 or more, projects 1000 square feet or
more, or all demolition only projects divert at least 70 percent of C&D material from landfills.
Applicants for construction or demolition permits involving these covered projects shall
complete and submit a waste management plan (WMP), on a WMP form approved by the City
for this purpose, as part of the application packet for the construction or demolition permit.
The proposed City of Santa Monica Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not
permit land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new
development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE. Therefore, there
would be no new solid waste impacts that have not been previously examined or adequately
addressed in the LUCE Program EIR (pg. 4.13-51 through 4.13-53).
Furthermore, the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update, by itself, does not propose or authorize
any development. Future land uses that occur pursuant to the proposed Zoning Ordinance
Update would be required to conform to all applicable regulations and programs that address
solid waste, including those set forth in Section 8.108.010 of the SMMC (Construction and
Demolition Ordinance) and the City’s forthcoming Zero Waste Strategic Plan. Therefore, the
proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not exceed the permitted capacity of landfills and
would not conflict with existing solid waste regulations. Impacts would be less than significant.

52

City of Santa Monica, Council Staff Report, March 19, 2013, Agenda Item 4-A Zero Waste Strategic Operations Plan
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MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

a) Does the project have the potential to
degrade the quality of the environment,
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or
wildlife species, cause a fish or wild-life
population to drop below self-sustaining
levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or
animal community, reduce the number or
restrict the range of rare or endangered
plants or animals, or eliminate important
examples of the major periods of California
history or prehistory?

No Impact. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would make revisions, additions,
corrections and clarifications to various sections of the Zoning Ordinance to ensure consistency
and successful implementation of the LUCE. The proposed Zoning Ordinance Update does not
authorize any development. Therefore, its adoption would not significantly degrade the quality
of the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or
wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal
community, reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal, or
eliminate important examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory. Therefore,
no impact would occur.
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b) Does the project have impacts that are
individually
limited,
but
cumulatively
considerable? "Cumulatively considerable"
means that the incremental effects of a
project are considerable when viewed in
connection with the effects of past projects,
the effects of other current projects, and the
effects of probable future projects.
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Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project involves the adoption of the City’s Zoning
Ordinance Update, which guides future development. No specific development projects would
occur as a result of the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update and therefore, the project, in itself,
would not result in cumulative impacts.
Furthermore, cumulative impacts associated with future development have been evaluated at
a program level in the LUCE EIR. Since the proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not permit
land uses of greater density than permitted under the LUCE and would not allow new
development in areas where such development is prohibited under the LUCE, adopting the
proposed Zoning Ordinance Update would not create new cumulative impacts or increase the
significance of cumulative impacts identified in the LUCE EIR. Impacts would be less than
significant.
Potentially
Significant
Impact,
greater
than
identified
in the EIR

Significant
Impact
Adequately
Addressed
in the EIR

Less Than
Significant
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

No
Impact,
consistent
with the
EIR

c) Does the project have environmental effects
that will cause substantial adverse effects on
human beings, either directly or indirectly?

Less Than Significant Impact. As identified throughout the analysis herein, the proposed Zoning
Ordinance Update would not have an environmental effect that would cause substantial
adverse effects on human beings either directly or indirectly. Impacts would be less than
significant.
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