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The Sustainable City Plan was created to enhance our resources, prevent harm to 
the natural environment and human health, and benefit the social and economic 

well-being of the community for the sake of current and future generations.



Resource Conservation: ∑ 
Water Wonders:  Water demand dropped in all seasons for the 
past three years.

Solar Success:  Solar capacity has more than tripled since the 
launch of Solar Santa Monica. There are 183 grid connected 
solar projects in the city generating over 1.4 megawatts of solar 
electricity. 

Compost Collection:  The food waste composting program 
kept more than ¾ million pounds of food waste from local 
restaurants out of the landfill.

Environmental and Public Health:∑ 

Household Help:  Residents using the Household Hazardous 
Waste Center kept nearly 100,000 pounds of hazardous 
materials and almost 19,000 pounds of household batteries out 
of the landfill.  

Market Madness:  Sales are up 4% at four thriving farmers 
markets that provide fresh, locally grown and organic produce 
to nearly a million visitors each year.  

Container Campaign:  90% compliance with the ban on 
non-recyclable plastic take-out food containers resulted in a 
dramatic reduction of polystyrene on local beaches.   

Safer Soap:  By not purchasing antimicrobial hand soap, the 
city keeps almost 1,000 gallons of triclosan-containing soap out 
of the community and the marine environment annually.

Transportation: ∑ 
Cool Carpools:  Average vehicle ridership increased from 1.59 
last year to 1.64 this year exceeding the Sustainable City Plan 
target.

Biking is Big:  Bike lanes on city streets increased by 11% and 
the number of people riding to work increased 13%.

Pedal Parking:  This year the bike valet program parked more 
than 25,000 bikes for free at community events around the city.

Friendly Fuels:  73% of the municipal fleet is fueled 
alternatively.

Economic Development: ∑ 
Community Commerce:  More than 200 businesses have joined 
the Buy Local Santa Monica campaign and demonstrated their 
commitment to our local community.

Local Leadership:  21 businesses were recognized for their 
exceptional commitment to sustainable practices through the 
Green Business Certification Program and the Sustainable 
Quality Awards.   

Going Green:  An additional 20 businesses took steps to become 
more sustainable as part of the Sustainable Works Business 
Greening Program.

Open Space and Land Use:∑ 
Equitable Entertainment:  Annenberg Community Beach 
House opened in 2009 making accessible to the public a 
beautiful beach club experience with no membership required.  

Total Trees:  The combined size of the community forest grew 
2% this year.   

Outstanding Open Space:  Santa Monica’s open space system 
now includes 245 acres of state beach and 26 community 
parks.   
 

Housing: ∑ 
Housing Hope:  The city added 248 units of affordable housing 
in 2008, nearly 50% of the total new units completed.  An 
additional 290 affordable housing units were completed in 
2009.

Serving Special Needs:  Twelve percent of the affordable 
housing stock completed in 2009 was targeted for special 
need populations.  

Affecting Affordability:  The city’s progressive legal 
protections, such as the just-cause eviction protections in rent 
controlled units, have helped to keep 39% of the controlled 
units affordable to low and very-low income tenants.  

Community Education and 
Civic Participation: ∑ 
Creating Community:  More than 4,000 people and 60 
community groups took an active role in shaping the  
future of Santa Monica by participating in the update of  
the Land Use and Circulation Elements. 

Environmental Education:  An additional 820 people began 
integrating sustainable practices in the urban environment by 
participating in the Sustainable Works Community Greening 
Program bringing the total participants to more than 5,000.

People Participate:  Nearly 15,000 people participated in the 
Santa Monica Festival and 20,000 people attended the AltCar 
and AltBuild Expos. Annually 600,000 people visit Bergamot 
Station. 

Human Dignity:∑ 
Homeless Help:  The number of homeless people in Santa 
Monica dropped 8% between 2007 and 2009, while the 
number provided services rose 7%.

Safe Streets:  Violent Crime dropped to its lowest level since 
2003.  Gang crime in 2009 was 2/3 of its 2006 high.

Community Care:  The Community Development Grants 
Program provided over $7.5 million to support local family, 
disability, employment and homeless services.  

Sustainability Successes 2010
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Resource Conservation   

Resource use is down and sustainable practices are increasing. The citywide recycling rate exceeds the Sustainable City 
Plan target of 70%.  The city’s food waste composting program kept more than ¾ million pounds of food waste from 
Santa Monica restaurants out of the landfill last year; spurring expansion to a residential pilot program this summer. 
Water demand has dropped from prior year levels in every month but one for the past three years!  Santa Monica’s water 
imports decreased to their lowest levels since 2001.  Energy use declined 3%, and 19% of citywide energy now comes 
from renewable sources.  Solar Santa Monica continues to deploy energy efficiency, solar power and clean distributed 
generation in the community, generating over 1.4 megawatts of solar electricity from 183 grid connected solar projects. 
The grade improvement reflects the reduction of waste, water and energy use in the past year.  If the community 
can sustain this lower level of resource use as the economy recovers, this decrease will represent a significant 
accomplishment.

Transportation   

The city’s ridesharing programs are getting more people out of their cars.  Average Vehicle Ridership (AVR) locally 
increased from 1.59 last year to 1.64 this year and exceeds the Sustainable City Plan target of 1.5.  Last year 13% more 
people rode their bikes to work, spurred by an 11% increase in bike lanes on local streets.  The bike valet program 
parked more than 25,000 bikes for free at community events around the city.  However, the annual level of vehicle vs. 
bike accidents has risen 78% since 2007 indicating the need for additional educational and bike safety investments. 
Currently, 73% of the city’s municipal fleet is fueled by alternative fuels.  BBB ridership is steady at about 22 million 
trips per year. A bus transit program partnership between Big Blue Bus and Santa Monica College reduced 2.2 million 
car trips. Santa Monica is a leading advocate for regional transportation planning to enhance mobility and relieve 
congestion.  However, traffic congestion remains a significant issue in the community.  The consistent grade reflects 
a strong commitment to local and regional transportation solutions and continued improvement in average vehicle 
ridership and bicycling while recognizing the city is far from reaching its transportation related goals. 

Environmental & Public Health   

Implementation of the Watershed Management Plan is resulting in improved water quality.  Days with poor water quality 
at the Pier during the dry season have dropped 84% so far in 2010.  The amount of urban runoff captured and treated 
at the Santa Monica Urban Runoff and Recycling Facility increased more than 5% to 35 million gallons annually. In an 
effort to reduce marine debris, the city implemented a ban on the use of all non-recyclable plastic take-out containers. 
Ninety percent compliance with the ban has resulted in a dramatic reduction in polystyrene on local beaches. Efforts are 
underway to pass a ban on plastic bags citywide.  Sales are up nearly 4% at four thriving farmers markets that provide 
access to fresh, locally grown and organic produce to nearly 1 million visitors annually.  Santa Monica became the first 
city in the United States to sign the Cool Foods Pledge and committed to emphasize the purchase of local, organic, less 
processed foods that avoid excess packaging.  The grade improvement reflects the positive changes in Santa Monica Bay 
health and a demonstrated commitment to reduce toxic chemicals and pollutants communitywide.

 2005 2006 2007 2 008	 2010
Grade C C+ C C+ B-
Effort A A A- A- A-

 2005 2006 2007 2008 2010
Grade B B- C C C+
Effort A A A- A- A-

 2005 2006 2007 2008 2010
Grade C- C C+ C+ C+
Effort A A A A A

Goals:  Decrease consumption of non-local, non-renewable, non-recyclable energy, water, materials 
 and fuels / Promote renewable resource use

Goals:  Minimize or eliminate the use of hazardous and toxic materials and the levels of pollutants 
 entering the air, soil and water

Goals:  Maximize mobility and access / Reduce traffic and pollution associated 
 with transportation
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Housing   

All rent-controlled units retain the protections given by the Rent Control Law including just-cause eviction protections.  
However, the affordability of more than half of the city’s rent controlled housing units has been lost due to state-mandated 
vacancy decontrol in 1999. The controlled housing stock affordable to low and very-low income residents continues to 
decrease, from 86% before state-mandated vacancy decontrol to 39% in 2010.  The rate of this drop in affordability has 
been slowed by lower rents during the recession and by upward adjustments in rents defined as “low-income” based on 
increases in the Los Angeles County Median Family Income.  Still, the city’s progressive legal protections have helped to 
keep 39% of the controlled units affordable to low and very-low income tenants. In addition to preserving the existing stock 
of affordable rental units, the city is investing in the development of new affordable housing. The city added 248 units 
of affordable housing in 2008, nearly 50% of total new units completed citywide.  Another 290 affordable housing units 
were completed in 2009. Twelve percent of the affordable housing stock completed in 2009 was targeted for special need 
populations. The consistent grade reflects the continued loss of housing affordability which is somewhat tempered by the 
city’s commitment to retaining existing and providing additional affordable housing units.  

Open Space & Land Use  

There are 245 acres of state beach and 26 community parks in Santa Monica’s open space system.  Park accessibility 
continues to be good with 90% of residents living within ½ mile of open space.  The city’s commitment to increase open 
space for its residents over the last decade is notable.  In 2009 the LEED Gold Annenberg Community Beach House 
opened, making accessible to the public a beautiful beach club experience with no membership required.  The trees 
making up Santa Monica’s urban forest continue to increase in number and in both species and age diversity.  The 
city continues to promote progressive land use policy. Plans are underway for 2 new centrally-located parks that will 
transform Santa Monica’s Civic Center.  A number of mixed-use development projects that combine housing, office and 
retail space have been built to help reduce traffic and parking congestion and encourage walking and transit use.  The 
consistent grade reflects the city’s commitment to maintaining a sufficient and diverse open space system as well as 
efforts to create land use and transportation policies that promote mixed-use, transit-oriented development.  

 2005 2006 2007 2008 2010
Grade B+ A- A- A- A-
Effort A A A A A

 2005 2006 2007 2008 2010
Grade D- D D C C
Effort A A A A A

Economic Development   

Santa Monica’s economy remains resilient, and experienced growth in the finance, information and health sectors.   
The local economy continues to be stable and diverse with no sector representing more than 25% of total economic activity. 
Though total wages fell 8% in 2009, back to 2006-7 levels, no one sector was disproportionately affected. The city, Chamber 
of Commerce, Convention and Visitors Bureau and Sustainable Works continue to collaborate on programs that support 
local businesses. More than 200 businesses now participate in the recently launched Buy Local Santa Monica program.   
To date, 51 Santa Monica businesses have been recognized for their exceptional commitment to sustainable practices 
through the Green Business Certification Program and 78 businesses have been recognized with Sustainable Quality 
Awards. An additional 158 businesses have participated in the Sustainable Works Business Greening Program. The 
rising cost of living and an unbalanced ratio of jobs to housing make it difficult for people to live near their workplace, 
exacerbating traffic and parking problems. The consistent grade reflects the continued strength of the local economy and 
growth in local green business, while recognizing the challenges presented by cost of living and the global recession.

 2005 2006 2007 2008 2010
Grade B B B B B
Effort C+ B+ A- A- A-

Goals:  Nurture a diverse, stable local economy that supports the basic needs of community members / 
 Increase sustainable business practices

Goals:  Develop and maintain a diverse open space system that supports the community 
 and the natural environment / Create mixed-use urban villages

Goals:  Provide a mix of affordable, livable and green housing types for people of all socio-economic, 
 cultural and household groups
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Community Education & Civic Participation   

Santa Monica residents actively participate in civic affairs and engage in community events. In 2009, 71% of residents 
reported that they have input on major community decisions affecting their lives. More than 4,000 people and 60 
community groups took an active role in shaping the future of Santa Monica by participating in the update of the 
Land Use and Circulation Elements (LUCE) which Council adopted in July 2010.  In 2009, 822 people took the next step 
towards a sustainable lifestyle by participating in the Sustainable Works Community Greening Program bringing the 
total participants to more than 5,000. Nearly 15,000 people participated in the Santa Monica Festival and 20,000 people 
attended the AltCar and AltBuild Expos. Annually 600,000 people visit Bergamot Station which is Southern California’s 
largest art gallery complex and cultural center.  Attendance at these events highlights Santa Monica’s community and 
cultural vitality. The consistent grade reflects significant community participation in major community events and 
civic affairs. 

Human Dignity   

Santa Monica is very proactive in supporting the ability of its residents to meet their basic needs and live with dignity.  
The Community Development Grants Program provided over $7.5 million to support local family, disability, employment 
and homeless services in 2009.  Communitywide implementation of the Action Plan to Address Homelessness resulted in 
an 8% drop in homelessness between 2007 and 2009 and a 7% increase in homeless people receiving services.  The city’s 
leadership in implementing innovative programs for homeless veterans has attracted the notice of the Federal Veterans 
Administration for possible use as a nationwide model.  Santa Monica residents report feeling safe in their communities 
and feel empowered to meet their basic needs. Reports of violent crime dropped to the lowest level since 2003.  Reports of 
gang crime in 2009 dropped more than 30% below 2006 levels as a result of the collaborative work of the Gang Violence 
Action Partners.  The grade improvement reflects the concrete progress being made by the community to ensure that all 
residents are able to meet their basic needs and feel safe in their community.

 2005 2006 2007 2008 2010
Grade B+ A- A- A- A-
Effort A A A A A

 2005 2006 2007 2008 2010
Grade N/A B- B- B- B
Effort A A A A A

The primary grade given for each goal area reflects the progress on the part of the community to 
reach the adopted SCP goals.  The grade is based on analysis of indicator data and evaluation of 
progress toward meeting the targets for each of the goal areas.  To better understand this grade, it 
is important to consider the aggressive vision of sustainability adopted by the community and the 
extent to which regional conditions and factors are influential.  The effort grade for each goal area 
reflects the level of effort and commitment in the community that is currently focused on achieving 
the goals. 

The Sustainable City Plan sets very aggressive goals for a sustainable city and Santa Monica has 
received national recognition for its sustainability efforts.  This report card describes how we 
are doing at meeting our aggressive sustainable city goals and highlights areas of success and  
challenges that face our community in eight goal areas.

The Sustainable City Report Card

Grading

Goals:  Community members participate actively and effectively in civic affairs and 
 community improvement efforts

Goals:  All community members are able to meet their needs, have adequate access to housing, 
 health care, education, employment, and are empowered to enhance the quality of their lives



On September 20, 1994 Santa Monica’s City Council adopted the city’s first Sustainable City Program to 
ensure that Santa Monica can continue to meet its current environmental, economic and social needs without 
compromising the ability of future generations to do the same.  The program has evolved since its adoption and 
has been responsible for many positive changes in the community.  In 2003, City Council adopted an expanded 
version of the program called the Sustainable City Plan (SCP), which was developed by a diverse group of 
community stakeholders and lays out far reaching sustainability goals for the community. 
(visit www.sustainablesm.org to view the SCP). 

For more information please visit www.sustainablesm.org 
Printed on 100% post-consumer content recycled paper!

The summaries and grades reflect the specific indicator data for each of the SCP goal areas, and reflect a very 
aggressive and far reaching vision for a sustainable comunity.  We encourage you to look at this data yourself at 
www.sustainablesm.org/scpr and begin to use the website to help with your decision-making.  In order to become 
a more sustainable community all community members must be educated and empowered to achieve our goals.

If you have questions please contact the city’s Office of Sustainability and the Environment at 310-458-2213 
or environment@smgov.net.

The SCP includes a number of indicators that have been developed to measure progress toward meeting 
community sustainability goals.  This indicator data is easily available on the Sustainable City Progress Report 
website at www.sustainablesm.org/scpr.  The indicator data presents a comprehensive picture of our progress 
toward, and challenges to, becoming a sustainable community.  The Sustainable City Progress Report website is 
the definitive resource for community decision makers and residents.  

Measuring Sustainability

Background
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