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What factors do we consider?



Buying Green

70% of consumers say they are more likely or much more 

likely to buy from companies with strong and proven 

policies on sustainability and ethics.



Sustainable Procurement

Price, Performance, & 

Availability





Sustainable City Plan- Guiding Principle

#8 The City is Committed to Procurement Decisions which Minimize 

Negative Environmental and Social Impacts

The procurement of products and services by the City and Santa 

Monica results in environmental, social and economic impacts both in 

this country and in other areas of the world. 

The City will develop and abide by an environmentally and socially 

responsible procurement policy that emphasizes long-term values and 

will become a model for other public agencies.



Sustainable Procurement Policies

Administrative Instruction:

• Integrated pest management 

• Sustainable Fleet 

• City policy pertaining to office paper 

• Energy efficient office equipment 

• Work environment modifications & 

improvements 

• Sustainable Building

• Procurement 

Ordinance: 

• Tropical rainforest wood purchasing 

• Ozone depleting chemical purchasing 

• Disposable food service container bans

• Living Wage  

Policy:

• Recycled products procurement 

• Toxics-use reduction program

• Bottled water memo from City Manager

• Hazard Communication Plan for Safe Handling of 

Hazardous Substances in the Workplace

• Cool Foods Pledge





Procurement in Santa Monica

We are a best bidder city, not a low-bid city

















Drivers for Sustainable Procurement

• Climate change and energy

• Protect water quality (Santa Monica Bay and groundwater)

• Safeguard human health and the environment from toxic and 

hazardous chemicals

• Conserve water and use efficiently

• Protect air quality

• Avoid and reduce waste generation

• Minimize depletion of natural resources and loss of biodiversity

• Social equity

• Community development









 Improve internal communication

 Increase transparency

 Clear direction for staff

 Avoid greenwashing

 Compliance with City policies, AIs, programs, and ordinances

 Compliance with federal, state, and local regulations

 Rebates

Why?



To Avoid Greenwashing

Nordic Swan

European 

Union 

Eco-Label

http://www.terrachoice.ca/
http://www.carpet-rug.com/drill_down_2.cfm?page=8&sub=17
http://www.carpet-rug.com/drill_down_2.cfm?page=8&sub=17
http://www.transfairusa.org/images/ftc_logo.jpg
http://www.carpet-rug.com/drill_down_2.cfm?page=8&sub=3&requesttimeout=350


Architecture Services

Facilities Maintenance

Custodial Services

Resource, Recovery and Recycling

Office of Sustainability and the Environment

Public Landscape

Information Systems

Finance - Procurement

Administrative staff

Who we’ve worked with





Easy Guides in Development

• Disinfectants

• Office Supplies

• Hand Dryers

• Coffee and Tea Service

• Flooring

• Uniforms

• Business travel

• Deodorizers

• Professional Services

• Print Services

• Drinking Water Dispensers

• Furniture

• Give-aways/promotional items



Visioning with SPLC’s Principles
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What’s next?

• Get the word out!

• Develop additional Easy Guides

• Gather feedback and input from staff

• Life cycle/spend analysis

• Supplier engagement

• Introduce sustainability language in to bid 

specifications



Vision Statement

In every purchase the city can be a force for good! 

We think holistically and act responsibly.  We advance equity, environmental 

protection, community health and market transformation.


