
The Single‐use Carryout Bag 
Ban is a reflec on of the  
community’s desire to reduce  
li er and marine debris,  
reduce waste ending up in 
landfills or incinerators, and 
create local green jobs.   
 
Bring your own bag, and help 
realize a more sustainable  
Santa Monica.  

Involve yourself and remember 
to BRING YOUR BAG!  
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1. When will the Bag Ban be enforced?   
September 1, 2011. 

2. How do I avoid paying 10 cents for each recycled 
paper bag?  
It’s easy! Remember to “Bring Your Bag.”  

3. How can I remember to bring my reusable bag 
with me? 
• Write “BRING YOUR BAG” at the top of your  

shopping list. 
• Purchase or make bags that you really enjoy 

using.  Remember, they make great gi s. 
• Have bags, baskets and carts for different types 

of shopping….a knapsack by your bike or a  
compact pouch‐type bag in your handbag or 
purse. 

• Place your bags next to your house keys a er 
you unpack and/or wash your bags. 

• Bags you can see are not easily forgo en.   
• Forgot your bags?  Go back to the car and get 

them! You will remember next me. 
• Remember: Share a Bag!  If you see that  

someone has forgo en a bag offer them one of 
yours. 

sustainablesm.org/bag 

Single‐use Plas c Bag Trivia:  
• Single‐use plas c bags were introduced in 1982. 

• The average “free” single‐use bag is used 12 minutes  
before being released as pollu on in the environment or 
waste into the landfill. 

• These “free” bags are costly.  Their cost is passed onto 
consumers at checkout and taxpayers pay the price for 
li er clean‐up.  

• 19 billion (19,000,000,000) single‐use plas c bags are 
used annually in California. 
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