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The City of Santa Monica, California is an innovative and progressive community focused on building a sustainable city of wellbeing. Key community priorities include reducing homelessness, enhancing mobility and access, and maintaining a safe, inclusive and diverse community. These priorities, among others, guide City policy and budgetary decisions, and engagement with federal policymakers on legislative and regulatory matters. 
Three of the City’s six key framework priorities are reflected in the policy positions below for federal engagement efforts, including other noted goals and objectives.
Reduce Homelessness
Support legislation and secure resources that addresses homelessness with innovative strategies that impact service delivery and prevention efforts for homeless individuals, which include affordable housing and homeless program facilities, plus ongoing operation of homeless and low-income safety net programs. Emphasis placed on highly vulnerable populations including persons living with a mental health diagnosis, persons with a substance use disorder, veterans, the elderly and disabled. 
Key Projects/Programs:
· Resources for Homeless Assistance Grants (e.g., Continuum of Care Program (CoC)), Emergency Solutions Grants Program (ESG), HUD-Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing Program (HUD-VASH)).
· Support continued federal investment for homeless services, homelessness prevention and rapid re-housing/supportive housing to meet the needs of those experiencing homelessness and the chronically homeless veterans (with dependents) in the City. 
· Support legislation and resources that support mental health care (e.g., access to psychiatric facilities, behavioral health care treatment, and street-based services).
· Support legislation that expands the definition of gravely disabled and allows for additional flexibility in conservatorship as a tool in mental health care treatment.
· Support legislation that allows for data sharing between municipalities and treatment providers.
· Support legislation that safeguards against the criminalization of homelessness.
· Resources to replace 70-bed shelter and add permanent supportive housing and services in same facility.
· Resources to provide mental health training for public safety officers and to hire mental health professionals to support local law enforcement activities in the community. 
· Resources for education and training of paramedics and other emergency medical service personnel in their ability to be responsive to those homeless individuals living in our community.
Climate Change and the Environment
Support legislation and secure resources for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and protection and preservation of our environment. This includes resources to enhance our City’s continued investment in renewable energy, sustainable procurement, green buildings, green public transit and infrastructure, and socially and environmentally responsible businesses to meet our climate goal of being carbon neutral by 2050. We also support legislation and resources that allow for the creation of sustainable water and wastewater infrastructure that is more resilient with a smaller impact on the environment to reach our water self-sufficiency goal. 
Key Projects/Programs:
· Support legislation and resources that assist local governments in developing and implementing energy efficiency and conservation strategies that maximize available resources, reduce costs, expand community access and protect public health.
· Support legislation that ensures local governments can continue, and not be preempted in, their efforts to achieve economic improvements through increased energy efficiency and conservation plans that seek to decrease carbon emissions.
· Support legislation that calls for the elimination of single use plastics.
· Support legislation that assists municipalities in their recycling and waste reduction efforts.
· Support legislation that calls for building electrification.  
· Resources for alternative energy/solar plus storage for emergencies.
· Resources for electric vehicle charging infrastructure. 
· Support legislation that assist community resiliency efforts regarding climate change, sea level rise, biological and radiological events. 
· Support federal incentives that assist local governments in developing and implementing transportation, land use and building policies that encourage maximum use of resources and lower energy consumption. 
· Support legislation focused on water reuse, wastewater treatment and water conservation. 
Affordability
Support legislation and secure resources that provide for the creation of safe, decent and affordable housing to meet the diverse needs and contribute to the well-being of all residents in the City. Including individuals who have housing vouchers that cannot find eligible housing.  
Key Programs/Projects:
· Resources for HUD-funded affordable housing programs (e.g., HOME, Section 8).
· Solution to payments standard (Section 8).
· Resources and regulatory support for “Preserving our Diversity” (POD) initiative.
· Support legislation that increases access to e-book and e-audiobook lending for public libraries.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Additional Priorities 
Immigration 
Support legislation that calls for comprehensive immigration reform and border security that is thoughtful in manner and guided by our nation's principles of due process, human rights, accountability and equal protection for all under the law.  
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