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CITY OF SANTA MONICA
2020 STATE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA
The City of Santa Monica, California is an innovative and progressive community focused on building a sustainable city of wellbeing. The Framework provides a strategic vision for the City of Santa Monica, identifying key outcomes that the City is striving to achieve, and mapping the day-to-day work of departments to the achievement of the outcomes. The Framework also informs priorities during the biennial budget cycle and allows the City to determine whether priorities have shifted, and whether modifications are necessary to create the outcomes desired. In January 2019,  the City Council selected their top six Framework Priorities:
· Affordability
· Reducing Homelessness
· Climate Change
· Keeping Neighborhoods Safe
· Enhancing Mobility and Access
· Engaged and Thriving Community

These priorities guide City policy and budgetary decisions, and engagement with state Legislators and the Governor’s Administration on legislative and regulatory matters. 
The City’s six key framework priorities are reflected in the policy positions below for state engagement efforts, including other noted goals and objectives.

AFFORDABILITY
Support legislation and secure resources that provide for the creation and preservation of affordable housing in the City. The City continues to support legislation that will strengthen tenant protections. The City will continue to protect existing local revenue streams.
Key Projects/Programs:
· Support legislation that amends or repeals the Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing Act.
· Support legislation that increases tenant protections and eliminates the incentive for property owners to remove rent control eligible properties from the rental market through the Ellis Act or other means. 
· Support legislation and budget resources that fund and support the construction of affordable housing and permanent supportive housing programs.
· Support legislation that would call for the zoning and building of affordable housing on surplus state properties.
· Oppose legislation that erodes the City’s local autonomy over land-use decisions or weakens the City’s ability to ensure the future welfare of its residents through local control of the planning process. 
· Support legislation that streamlines the RHNA planning process.
· Support legislation that creates an inventory of potentially seismically vulnerable buildings and legislation and resources to retrofit those buildings.
· Support legislation that prohibits discrimination based on veteran or military status.
· Support legislation that repeals Article 34 of the State Constitution.
· Support legislation that increases the renter’s tax credit.
· Support legislation that exempts the construction of supportive housing and emergency shelters from CEQA.
· Support legislation that protects the City’s transient occupancy tax revenues.
· Support legislation that protects local governments’ ability to regulate transient residential hosting platforms.
· Support legislation and resources for eviction prevention, including legal aid.
· Support legislation that strengthens and expands ongoing revenues for the City.
· Oppose legislation that undermines and preempts local authority over local taxes and fees.
REDUCING HOMELESSNESS
Support legislation and secure resources that address homelessness with innovative strategies that impact service delivery and prevention efforts for homeless individuals, which include affordable housing and homeless program facilities, plus ongoing operation of homeless and low-income safety net programs. Emphasis placed on highly vulnerable populations including persons living with mental health diagnosis, persons with substance use disorder, veterans, the elderly and disabled.
Key Projects/Programs:
· Support a balanced approach that considers the need for assistance and services for people experiencing homelessness while providing for the health, safety, and welfare of all people in Santa Monica, and advocate for regional initiatives involving county, state and federal governments to reduce chronic homelessness.
· Support legislation or funding that would provide state resources to address and prevent homelessness directly to cities.
· Support state investment for homeless services, homelessness prevention, and rapid re-housing/supportive housing to meet the needs of those experiencing homelessness and the chronically homeless veterans in the City.
· Support legislation and resources to replace City’s existing 70-bed shelter and add permanent supportive housing and services in same replacement facility.
· Support legislation and resources that would provide housing and other services for veterans at the West Los Angeles Veterans Administration site.
· Support legislation to strengthening the Sargent Shriver Civil Counsel Act, which provides for the Judicial Council to appoint legal representation for unrepresented low-income parties in civil matters involving critical issues affecting basic human needs, including in unlawful detainer matters.
· Oppose legislation that does not provide a housing-based solution to homelessness.
· Support legislation and resources that facilitates the expedited identification, assessment, and linkage of homeless individuals to housing and supportive services.
· Support legislation and resources that support mental health (e.g. access to psychiatric facilities, behavioral health care treatment, and street-based services).
· Support legislation that expands the definition of gravely disabled and allows for additional flexibility in conservatorship as a tool in mental health care treatment.
· Support legislation that allows for appropriate data sharing between municipalities and treatment providers.
· Support legislation that safeguards against the criminalization of homelessness
· Support legislation and resources to provide mental health training for public safety officers and to hire mental health professionals to support local law enforcement activities in the community.
· Support efforts to end youth homelessness in the state.
· Support legislation allowing local governments to utilize state facilities such as armories to provide emergency housing to the homeless.
· Support legislation exempting motel and hotel conversions to transitional housing from CEQA. 
· Support legislation that requires the appointment of local educational agencies to identify homeless youth.
· Support legislation that would allow first responders to take those experiencing acute mental health crises to alternate destination healthcare facilities.
CLIMATE CHANGE
Support legislation and secure resources for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and protection and preservation of our environment. This includes resources to enhance our City’s continued investment in renewable energy, sustainable procurement, green buildings, green public transit and infrastructure, and socially and environmentally responsible businesses to meet our climate goal of being carbon neutral by 2050. The City also supports legislation and resources that allow for the creation of sustainable water and wastewater infrastructure that is more resilient with a smaller impact on the environment. 
Key Projects/Programs:
· Support legislation and funding for transportation electrification including electric vehicle charging infrastructure.
· Support a climate resiliency bond that will provide funding for wildfire prevention, safe drinking water, drought preparation, improving ocean water quality, addresses sea-level rise, and provides parks funding.
· Support legislation and resources that assist local governments in developing and implementing energy efficiency and conservation strategies that maximize available resources, reduce costs, expand community access, and protect public health.
· Support legislation that ensures local governments can continue, and not be preempted in, their efforts to achieve economic improvements through increased energy efficiency and conservation plans that seek to decrease carbon emissions.
· Support legislation that calls for the elimination of single use plastics.
· Support legislation that assists municipalities in their recycling and waste reduction efforts and incentivizes efforts to increase the market for recycling.
· Support legislation and regulatory efforts that call for building electrification.
· Support legislation regarding Extended Producer Responsibility programs.
· Support legislation and regulatory efforts that strengthen storm water pollution control standards.
· Support legislation strengthening the state’s Renewable Portfolio Standard.
· Support the ability of local governments to implement Community Choice Aggregation for the purchase of electricity and oppose legislation that would place new burdens and requirements on the establishment of CCAs and/or procurement activities of CCAs.
· Support legislation that expands the use of solar energy systems on residential and commercial properties.
· Support legislation focused on water re-use, wastewater treatment, water conservation, and stormwater quality improvements. 
· Support legislation and resources that assists local governments in developing and implementing transportation, land use and building policies that encourage maximum use of resources and lower energy consumption.
· Support legislation that would authorize the South Coast Air Quality Management District Board to impose a transaction and use tax within the district to supplement existing revenues to improve and protect air quality.
· Support legislation and revenues for energy efficiency and renewable energy projects.
· Support legislation and regulatory actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from passenger cars and trucks.
· Support legislation that bans the importation, sale, or intent to sell of any part or product of an exotic animal, regardless of when the parts or dead body were imported. 
· Support efforts to incentivize outdoor water-efficiency programs including drought-friendly landscaping, while preserving local control.
· Oppose legislative efforts to impose a statewide water tax or fee.
· Support resources for the California Green Business Program to develop standards for local green business certification programs.
KEEPING NEIGHBORHOODS SAFE
[bookmark: _Hlk31267867]Support legislation that will improve public safety in our community. This includes support for gun control legislation, support for mental health courts, and reducing property crimes in the City. Public Safety also extends to ensuring consumer protection. 
Key Projects/Programs:
· Support legislation and resources to local first responders in the event of wildfires, earthquakes, and other events.
· Support legislation to authorize superior courts to develop and implement mental health courts, which may operate as a pre-trial diversion program or a deferred entry of judgment program.
· Supports legislation that restricts the manufacture, importation, and sale of any device capable of converting an ammunition-feeding device into a high capacity magazine.
· Support legislation that will require a person to apply to obtain, from the Department of Justice, a unique serial number or other mark of identification prior to manufacturing or assembling a firearm in order to restrict the use of “ghost guns”.
· Support legislation that restricts the quantity of firearms and ammunition sold in this state, including expanding the list of persons prohibited from purchasing a firearm; prohibit individuals under the age of 21 from purchasing a firearm; requiring background checks of those wishing to purchase a firearm; and supporting additional taxes on retailers who sell firearms or ammunition.
· Support legislation that would create the crime of organized retail theft and other proposed reforms to Proposition 47 of 2014.
· Support legislation that limits the circumstances under which local law enforcement officials can interact with and assist federal immigration officials and oppose the use of local resources to aid in federal immigration enforcement efforts. 
· Support legislation and resources to increase consumer protection efforts, including preventing predatory lending.
· Support legislation that maintains local control on cannabis cultivation, distribution, and sales within the City.
ENHANCING MOBILITY AND ACCESS
Support legislation and resources that will improve and enhance mobility throughout the City and the region while ensuring access to a range of transportation options for our residents. This includes local control of our shared mobility programs, ensuring a robust and efficient public transit system and encouraging active transportation.
Key Projects/Programs:
· Support legislation and resources that would provide the maximum share of funding for local and regional transportation programs.
· Support legislation and funding for the expansion of bus service and light rail service in the City.
· Oppose legislation that will restrict local control over the operation of shared mobility devices in the City including a City’s ability to collect the data necessary to maintain program operations and to effectively manage the public right of way. 
· Oppose legislation that will restrict local government control over parking enforcement (including towing) and the payment of fines and fees for parking citations. 
· Support legislation to create a Division of Active Transportation within the California Department of Transportation and other efforts to prioritize pedestrian and bicyclist safety.
· Support legislation to protect SB 1 (2017) transportation fund from being diverted for other uses.
· Support legislation and resources to streamline and incentivize the deployment of zero emission passenger vehicles and the build-out of electric vehicle charging infrastructure.
· Support legislation and resources for the maintenance and upgrade of pedestrian bridges and the beach bike path.
· Support legislative efforts to reduce traffic fatalities through the use of alternate methodologies for determining speed limits.
· Support legislation and resources for traffic enforcement and pedestrian safety.
· Support legislation that continues the state’s involvement in the Safe Routes to School program.
· Support legislation to improve speed in bus lanes through the implementation of an automated bus lane enforcement program.
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ENGAGED AND THRIVING COMMUNITY
Support legislation and resources to enhance the quality of life of residents in the City. The City supports legislation and funding for education, childcare, mental health and wellbeing. Support legislation and resources to support our city libraries.
· Support legislation and resources to protect the City’s beaches.
· Support legislation and resources that will provide tangible and productive tools and incentives to support job creation and retention. 
· Support legislation and resources for school and college facility maintenance and construction.
· Support legislation and resources, including bonding authority for library construction and maintenance.
· Support legislation and resources encouraging the provision of accessible, high quality childcare.
· Support legislation and resources to expand the development of quality before- and after-school programs.
· Support legislation that provides for aging with dignity.
· Support legislation and resources for local arts activities and historic preservation in community life.
· Support legislation and funding for the restoration and/or enhancement of arts programs in public schools.
· Support legislation that bans smoking and vaping on state beaches and parks.
· Support legislation that would implement a single payer universal health care delivery system.
· Support legislation and resources to protect existing parks, wetlands, community open spaces, and coastal resources.
· Support legislation to increase the amount of state tax credits for qualified expenditures of motion pictures in California.
· Support legislation to enhance, increase, and expand voting opportunities to eligible voters throughout the state.
· Support legislation and resources for youth mental health services.
· Support legislation that would allow for the establishment of community paramedicine programs. 

4 | Page

image1.emf

