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COMMUNITY USE OF THE EDI TO CREATE POSITIVE CHANGE FOR YOUNG CHILDREN  
 
This EDI Snapshot gives individuals, organizations 
and community leaders the information they need 
to work more effectively to improve the lives of 
young children. Communities are using EDI results 
in many creative ways, including:  
• Identifying and/or increasing awareness of 

local needs, assets and other important 
indicators  

• Providing baseline information on the 
readiness of children entering kindergarten to 
inform curriculum and program needs 

• Improving or creating initiatives and programs  
• Strengthening coordination and alignment of 

services 
• Supporting applications for public and private 

funding opportunities  

• Engaging communities in mapping local assets  
• Building a framework for understanding child 

development and the importance of investing in 
young children 

• Taking collective actions to meet the 
developmental needs of children  

• Building networks of school readiness 
advocates and creating partnerships between 
organizations 

• Improving professional development 
opportunities and supports for those caring for 
young children 

• Assisting with strategic planning for 
organizations and community initiatives 

• Learning from differences in strengths and 
needs between local neighborhoods 

 
ABOUT US AND WHO TO CONTACT 

 
This effort to track and improve conditions for 
young children is led by the Kindergarten 
Readiness in Santa Monica Initiative, a 
collaborative effort funded by the City of Santa 
Monica, and coordinated by the Santa Monica - 
Malibu Unified School District and Connections 
For Children. This initiative  
 
Aligned with Cradle to Career Santa Monica 
(C2C), this effort aims to guide planning for 
investment in Santa Monica’s young children by 
providing community-wide data on the well-being 
and developmental readiness of the City’s 
Kindergarteners. Key data on the assets and 
challenges that exist in the City’s neighborhoods 
affords a look at how well the community supports 
young children’s social / emotional development. 
 
This local effort is part of a national initiative called 
Transforming Early Childhood Community 
Systems (TECCS). TECCS is a partnership with 
the UCLA Center for Healthier Children, Families 

and Communities and United Way Worldwide. 
TECCS uses EDI data to improve school 
readiness by providing accurate information about 
young children's developmental progress that 
guides state, regional and local efforts to make 
effective improvements in early childhood systems. 
Since 2008, TECCS has spread to over thirty 
communities nationwide. 
 
To learn more about the local initiative or to 
receive the full EDI Community Profile Report, 
please contact Patti Oblath at Connections For 
Children at 310-452-3325 or via email at 
POblath@cfc-ca.org. 
 
For updates on Cradle to Career Santa Monica, 
please also visit www.SantaMonicaYouth.net 
 
For questions about the national TECCS initiative, 
please go to www.TECCS.net or email 
TECCS@mednet.ucla.edu. 
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