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CITY OF SANTA MONICA – CITY PLANNING DIVISION 
DESIGNATION APPLICATION 

  Landmark    Structure of Merit 
Applications must be submitted by appointment at the City Planning public counter, Room 111 at City Hall, located at 1685 Main Street, Santa Monica, 
CA 90401. To schedule an appointment or if you have any questions completing this application please call City Planning at (310) 458-8341.
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PROJECT ADDRESS:  
Land Use Element District: 
Assessor Parcel:       -

APPLICANT 
Name: 
Address: Zip: 
Phone:  Fax: 
Email: 

Address: Zip: 
Phone:  Fax: 

Subject improvement is generally known as: 

Existing use(s) of site:  

Rent control status:  

Status:  Occupied  Unoccupied 

Recognized in the Santa Monica Historic Resources Inventory:  Yes  No 

Condition:  Excellent  Good  Fair  Deteriorated  Ruins  Unexposed 

Threats:   None  Private Development  Vandalism 
 Public Works Project  Zoning  Other: 

This part to be completed by City staff 
Received By:  Amount Paid: $ 
Date Submitted: Check No.:  

NOTES TO 
APPLICANT 

Please complete all 
applicable sections 
of this application 
and submit all 
required materials. 
Incomplete 
applications will not 
be accepted for 
filing. 

Landmarks 
Commission meets 
on the second 
Monday of each 
month. 

The applicant, 
representative, or 
legal owner familiar 
with the project must 
be present at the 
Landmarks 
Commission 
meeting.  

A decision on 
designation is 
rendered at the 
hearing.  All 
decisions by the 
Landmarks 
Commission are 
subject to a 10-day 
appeal period. An 
official appeal form 
and fee schedule is 
available at the City 
Planning Division 
Public Counter. 
Appealed projects 
will be scheduled for 
a hearing before the 
City Council. 

621 San Vicente Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 90402
Low Density Housing

4293  -  001 016
Zoning District: R2 Lot 
Size:    22,290 sq ft

H. Joseph Soleiman

(310) 770-5199
j@xyz.rent

CONTACT PERSON (if different) (Note: All correspondence will be sent to the applicant) 
Name: Audrey von Ahrens, Architectural Historian II, GPA Consulting 

Address:  617 S. Spring Street, Suite 910, Los Angeles, CA Zip: 90014   
Phone:   (310) 792-2690 Fax:  
Email: audrey@gpaconsulting-us.com
Relation to Applicant:  Historic Preservation Consultant

PROPERTY OWNER 
Name: 

(310) 770-5199

Multi-family residence
Rental

Registered

X

X

X

X

X

2800 Olympic Blvd., Suite 100, Santa Monica, CA 90404

Mid Century SV LP
2800 Olympic Blvd. Suite 100, Santa Monica, CA 90404

20ENT-0120

Scott Albright 851.90
04/27/2020



Page 2 

B
A

C
K

G
R

O
U

N
D

 I
N

FO
R

M
A

T
IO

N
 

~ Please Note ~ 
The following property and historical information identified below 
must be provided in order for your application to be determined 

complete by the City Planning Division.  
You may provide information on additional sheets of paper. 

PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Description of site or structure, note any major alterations & dates of alterations: 

Statement of architectural significance: 

Statement of historic importance: 

NOTES TO 
APPLICANT 

For more information 
on designation 
procedures, refer to 
SMMC Section 9.56.  

Please see the attached.

Please see the attached.

N/A
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Person(s) of historic importance: 
 Local  State  National 

Statement of other significance: 

Documents and publications that relate directly to proposed improvement (bibliography): 

 Factual  Estimated 

Source:  

Architect/Designer/Engineer: 

Contractor/ Other builder: 

Architectural Style: 

Historic Use of Structure(s): 

Present Use of Structure(s):
Is/Are structure(s) on original site:  Yes  No  Unknown 

Is/Are structure(s) threatened with destruction:  Yes  No  Unknown 

If yes, state reason: 

N/A

None.

Please see the attached.

FOR STRUCTURES ONLY: 
Date of construction:  X

Los Angeles County Tax Assessor

Kenneth Lind

Mid-Century Modern

Multi-family residence

 Multi-family residence
X

X

1959-1960
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APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS – all items must be provided 

 Completed Application.  

 Payment of Fee, if applicable. 

 Payment of Fee is WAIVED for Non-Profit Organizations. Documentation demonstrating Tax-Exempt 
Status must be included with this application and at the time of filing to be eligible for a 
Landmark/Structure of Merit Designation Application fee waiver.  

      Staff will confirm non-profit organization status prior to deeming this application complete. 

 Eight (8) sets of labeled Color Photographs of the building elevations or improvement on 8½" x 11" 
paper (Color photocopies are acceptable). 

 Any information you feel would be of assistance in reviewing the application, such as original plans, 
old photos, or other historical information. 

For structures only: if applicant is requesting approval of modifications, please submit all materials 
requested for a Certificate of Appropriateness Application. 

I hereby certify that the information contained in this application is correct to the best of my knowledge. 

____________________________________________________ 
Applicant’s Name (PRINT) 

_________________________________________________________ 
Applicant’s Signature    Date 

x

x

x

x

H. Joseph Soleiman

x

x

LauraO
Typewritten Text
4/20/2020
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Description 

The property at 621 San Vicente Boulevard consists of a multi-family apartment building originally 
constructed by then owners Joseph A. and Leo N. Lyons from 1959 to 1960 as a four-story, brick 
and concrete building with 25 units on the upper three floors over semi-subterranean ground floor 
parking.1 The building was designed in the Mid-Century Modern style by architect Kenneth N. Lind. 
 
The building takes up the majority of its rectangular parcel. The topography of the parcel gently 
slopes up to the north, such that the ground floor parking is the first floor on the primary (south) 
elevation, fully exposed, and becomes semi-subterranean on the north. It has a rectangular plan 
and its primary elevation faces south toward San Vicente Boulevard, set back by a semi-circular 
front driveway. A low concrete block wall follows the curve of the driveway on the east, partially 
enclosing large trees and medium-height shrubs. West of the driveway is a large, projecting stair 
that leads to the building’s main entry., West of the stair is another curvilinear concrete block wall 
of similar height, which partially encloses a pool constructed in 1960.2 The building has a narrow 
setback from the adjacent buildings on each side and abuts a rear alley on the north.  The building 
has a flat roof clad in rolled roofing with shallow parapet on the primary elevation. The exterior of 
the building is clad in smooth stucco and brick veneer. 
 
The first two stories on the primary (south) elevation are clad in painted brick veneer and the upper 
floors are clad in smooth stucco with regularly spaced vertical seams. On the west end of the 
primary elevation, the first two stories are recessed, creating a large covered patio space that 
opens onto the pool area. There is no wall enclosing the double-height recessed patio on the 
south or west. It is supported by narrow, square pillars clad in stucco that flank the pool. The interior 
of the concrete wall enclosing the pool area has a stamped, geometric design of alternating 
diamonds and stacked trapezoids forming hexagons. The patio flooring and pool are smooth 
concrete. Apart from two sliding aluminum windows on the second floor, there are no other 
openings on the north wall of the recessed patio (building’s south elevation within the space). On 
the ground floor of the east wall within the northeast corner of the space is an opening with a 
metal entrance gate providing access to the parking garage and elevator.  
 
The main entrance to the building is at the center of the south elevation. It consists of a set of stairs 
and an opening in the exterior wall leading to the central circulation courts. There is no main entry 
door. The stair is wide and grand. It extends down from a landing at which it breaks the wall plane 
of the elevation and angles eastward, becoming narrower as it extends toward the sidewalk, 
following the curve of the wall enclosing the pool. The stairs are flanked by geometric metal 
handrails consisting of thin metal pickets with floating rectangular planes and thin metal top and 
bottom rails. Within the entrance opening, a concrete slab appears to suspend from the ceiling, 
shortening the height of the space and creating a focal point on the facade. This slab is the 
landing of an interior stair. The interior stair leads from the landing of the entrance stair down to 
the recessed patio and up to the upper apartment floors.  
 
The only other opening on the primary elevation is a wide, rectangular opening for vehicular 
access to the semi-subterranean parking on the ground floor, located east of entrance stair. 
Above the opening is a slightly recessed niche that extends to the height of the recessed patio 
on the opposite end. On the stuccoed upper portion of the façade, above the recessed patio, is 

 
1 City of Santa Monica Building Department, Building Permit No. B26612, August 21, 1959. 
2 Building Permit No. B27971, May 2, 1960. 
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an abstract metal sculptural ornament, fixed to the otherwise uninterrupted wall plane of the 
upper floors.  
 
The east elevation is clad in smooth stucco. Only the visible portion of the semi-subterranean 
parking garage remains exposed, painted concrete. Fenestration generally consists of evenly 
spaced, punched window openings consisting of aluminum sliders and tripartite windows with 
center fixed, single-lights flanked by single-light casements. The pattern of window openings are 
interrupted on the upper two floors by large, rectangular openings of recessed balconies. Each 
has a simple metal railing. At the base of the building are short, punched openings that provide 
light and air into the semi-subterranean parking garage.  
 
The rear (north) elevation of the building overlooks a narrow alley. At the center of the elevation 
is a rectangular opening to the semi-subterranean ground floor parking, accessed by a sloped 
concrete driveway. There are no other openings on the ground floor. Fenestration on the upper 
floors is organized into five bays.  The second and fourth bays are recessed balcony spaces and 
are connected by projecting concrete slabs that extend the width of the three center bays. A 
simple metal railing extends the length of each balcony. Two metal awnings (non-original) shelter 
the fourth-floor balcony. The recessed bays consist of large, sliding aluminum doors. The center 
bay has two evenly spaced aluminum sliding windows. Tripartite windows flank the balconies, 
centered within the outer bays. The west elevation is similar to the east elevation. However, some 
of the balconies on this elevation are partially enclosed by jalousie screens.  
 
The apartment entrances are all arranged around four trapezoidal interior light courts connected 
by long, narrow, enclosed hallways. The exterior walls within each courtyard are clad in smooth 
stucco and the walkways of the upper two floors that surround each courtyard have simple metal 
railings. The floors in the first level of the courtyards (second floor), are terrazzo. On this level, the 
courtyards are larger and extend under the floorplate of the upper two floors on the east and 
west. They are gated and become semi-private outdoor patios to the second-floor units. 
Fenestration within the courtyards consist of sliding single-light aluminum windows of various sizes.  
The doors to each unit are wood slab.  
 
Alterations 
 
The building appears to be in overall good condition and is remarkably intact. Other than re-
roofing, the only documented alteration to the physical design or layout of the building is a permit 
from 1994, which indicates that the front of the building was remodeled, shear walls were installed, 
and the building was repainted.3 However, the extent of the “remodel” is unclear and visual 
observation does not suggest that a substantial remodel occurred. It does appear that plexiglass 
was installed within a short, wide opening above the main entrance where the stairs to the upper 
floor may have been originally exposed. Based on visual observation, it also appears that the brick 
veneer on the ground floor of the primary elevation may have replaced a solid brick wall. It is 
reasonable to assume that if the wall was originally brick, it would have sustained damage from 
the earthquake. Furthermore, the mortar joints of the existing brick veneer does not align with that 
of the brick at the base of the vehicular entrance openings, which is likely original. It is also worth 
noting that the niche above the vehicular entrance opening may have been altered and the 
sculptural ornament affixed to the façade above the pool may or may not be original. No 
evidence of any other alterations were observed.  
 

 
3 Building Permit No. EQR0780, April 22, 1994. 
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Statement of Architectural Significance  

621 San Vicente Avenue is eligible for designation as a Santa Monica City Landmark under 
Criterion 5 as a representative example of the work of notable architect Kenneth N. Lind.  
 
Kenneth Nels Lind (1909-1975) was born in Rockford, Illinois on July 13, 1909. His parents, Nels and 
Jennie Lind came to the U.S. from Sweden in 1903.4 His father worked as a carpenter and 
specialized in house building.5 By the age of 21, Lind began working for his father’s contracting 
company, W. Nels Lind Construction Company. He received a B.S. and M.A from the University of 
Illinois in 1934, during which time he took a position as assistant Instructor/critic from 1932-1933.  
 
Upon graduating, Lind immediately took a job as a draftsman for the firm W F & John Barnes.6  In 
1939, Lind and Charles Luckman became partners. The firm Kenneth N. Lind and Charles Luckman 
lasted until 1942. During WWII, in 1943, Lind worked as a designer at Production Line Structures, a 
Los Angeles-based company that specialized in prefabricated houses,7  before he became 
principal of his own firm, Kenneth N. Lind, A.I.A. in 1944, known as Kenneth Lind Associates by 1962.8 
Lind was also an architecture critic at the University of Southern California from 1950-1953 and 
taught design and planning as he had done at the University of Illinois. He also worked on the 
American Institute of Architects-Pan American Congress World Traveling Exhibit in 1950. 
 
Lind received multiple awards starting early on in his career. These included: Progressive 
Architecture Magazine National Design Awards, 1947 and 1948 and A.I.A. Awards in 1951 and 
1954. His work was also featured in a number of magazines including the Picture Post in 1946, LIFE 
magazine in 1947, Architectural Forum in 1947-1948, and in Architectural Record in 1953.9 In the 
LIFE magazine article, his California Cabin design was featured, having won a first prize award 
from a jury of architects, headed by William W. Wurster, Dean of the School of Architecture and 
Planning at MIT.10 Architectural Forum recognized Lind for his garden apartment designs in Santa 
Monica.11  
 
Some of Lind’s principle works are as follows: Kenneth Lind House (14637 Hilltree Road, Santa 
Monica, 1948); Temple Isaiah (10345 West Pico Blvd, Los Angeles, 1954); First United Methodist 
Church and School (1008 11th Street, Santa Monica, 1954-1955); Hollywood Biltmore Apartment 
Hotel (1745 N Orange Drive, Los Angeles, 1958); Holman Methodist Church (3320 West Adams Blvd, 
Los Angeles, 1959); Congregational Homes Senior Citizens Home (900 E Harrison Avenue, Pomona, 
1961-1962); Penthouse Apartment Project (101 Ocean Avenue, Santa Monica, 1962-1964). 
 
Lind worked on a number of different types of projects, including parking structures, churches, 
senior centers, single- and multi-family residences, industrial buildings and commercial buildings 

 
4 Ancestry.com. 1920 United States Federal Census. Accessed April 1, 2020. https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&db=1920usfedcen&h=96565243. 
5 PCAD, “Kenneth Nels Lind (Architect),” accessed March 12, 2013, http://pcad.lib.washington.edu/person/1487/; 
Ancestry.com. 1930 United States Federal Census. Accessed April 1, 2020. https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&db=1930usfedcen&h=88395875. 
6 City Directory, Rockford, Illinois, 1932, 375. 
7 A. L. Carr, A Practical Guide to Prefabricated Houses (New York, NY: Harper & Brothers, 1947), 103.  
8 The AIA Historical Directory of American Architects, s.v., “Lind, Kenneth N., accessed April 1, 2020. 
https://aiahistoricaldirectory.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/AHDAA/pages/36949231/ahd1026674. 
9 AIA Historical Directory.  
10 “California Cabin: small house wins prize because it looks well, goes up quickly and uses a minimum of materials,” LIFE, 
July 28, 1947, 45-48.  
11 “Garden Apartments,” Architectural Forum, August 1948, v89, 107-114. 
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throughout Southern California, as well as Arizona, Illinois and Nevada. Regardless of this large 
portfolio of work on a variety of property types, he was most known for his apartment buildings. 
One of his most notable projects, although controversial when constructed between 1962-1964, 
was the Penthouse Apartments at 101 Ocean Avenue in Santa Monica.12 The Penthouse is a nine-
story, 80-unit Modern style apartment tower constructed at Inspiration Point in Palisades Park. Lind 
developed the project with Sarah Jane Lapin. The concept was an inverted penthouse, which 
was innovatively constructed in the lift-slab method and designed to have no corridor, with each 
apartment stretching from one side of the building to the other.13  
 
Many of Lind’s projects are recognized as noteworthy designs today. He is undoubtedly a notable 
architect. The City of Santa Monica Historic Resources Inventory Update and Historic Context 
Statement identified other apartment buildings of his, including 717 9th Street, constructed in 1947, 
130 Alta Avenue constructed in 1955, and 633 Ocean Avenue constructed in 1956, as “excellent 
examples of Mid-Century Modern architecture, as significant work of Lind, and in the cases of 717 
9th Street and 130 Alta Avenue as examples of one-story courtyard apartments.14 633 Ocean 
Avenue is the only other extant multi-story apartment designed by Lind that was identified, and it 
is substantially different in form and design from 621 San Vicente Boulevard. Whereas the subject 
property features a prominent wall to the street in a manner characteristic of apartment buildings 
in the postwar period throughout Southern California, especially on busy streets such as San 
Vicente Boulevard, 633 Ocean features large expanses of glass facing the street, no doubt to 
capture ocean views across Palisades Park. Both buildings are excellent examples of Lind’s work 
and demonstrate his ability to adapt his designs to the context of the larger environment.  
 
Although 621 San Vicente Avenue was not identified in the Historic Resources Inventory Update 
and Historic Context Statement, it was initially identified as a potential contributor to the San 
Vicente Courtyard Apartments in 2015 by Architectural Resources Group in their San Vicente 
Courtyard Apartments Historic District Assessment. It was ultimately determined ineligible for lack 
of character-defining features associated with the specific courtyard apartment typology within 
the potential Historic District, and for its location outside of the proposed  boundaries.15 However, 
the report also stated, “Architectural Resources Group recommends that it appears eligible 
against Santa Monica Landmark criteria as an excellent example of the Mid-Century Modern 
style.”16 Its omission from the 2018 Historic Resources Inventory Update and Historic Context 
Statement was likely due to the specific area not being re-surveyed as part of the effort.  
 
Nonetheless, 621 San Vicente Boulevard is a highly intact and significant example of notable 
architect Kenneth N. Lind’s work in Santa Monica. It exemplifies Lind’s use of the Mid-Century 
Modern style as applied to the multi-story apartment housing type. Its design is simple but elegant. 
It exhibits many of the character-defining features of the Mid-Century Modern style in its horizontal 
massing, asymmetrical façade, flat roof, terrazzo flooring, flush-mounted metal framed windows, 

 
12 The Penthouse was a $3 million, nine-story, 80-unit Modern style apartment tower constructed at Inspiration Point in 
Palisades Park, blocking the ocean view from this iconic Santa Monica location. 
13 Architectural Resources Group and Historic Resources Group, City of Santa Monica Historic Resources Inventory 
Update and Historic Context Statement, (Santa Monica, CA: City of Santa Monica Planning & Community Development 
Department, March 2018), 104. 
14 Architectural Resources Group and Historic Resources Group, “Appendix B – Individual Resources,” City of Santa 
Monica Historic Resources Inventory Update and Historic Context Statement, (Santa Monica, CA: City of Santa Monica 
Planning & Community Development Department, March 2018), 37, 39. 
15 Architectural Resources Group, Inc., San Vicente Courtyard Apartments Historic District Assessment, Santa Monica, CA 
90402 (Santa Monica, CA: City of Santa Monica Planning & Community Development Department, October 20, 2015), 
25. 
16 Architectural Resources Group, Inc., 25. 
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mixed exterior materials including stucco and brick veneer, stacked bond masonry walls, and 
geometric details such as the curved property walls, diamond/trapezoidal/hexagonal pattern on 
the interior side of the pool wall, and floating rectangles on entrance stair handrails. The grand 
stair entrance and abstract sculpture that interrupts the otherwise unadorned façade lend 
uniqueness and warmth to the restrained composition.  
 
Character-Defining Features  

• Rectangular plan 
• Flat roof  
• Smooth stucco exterior finish with regularly spaced vertical seams 
• Original brick 
• Uninterrupted wall plane on upper stories on primary elevation 
• Asymmetrical ground floor on primary elevation 
• Punched window and balcony openings 
• Aluminum frame windows and doors 
• Rectangular opening for vehicular access to the ground floor parking garage 
• Pedestrian entrance on primary elevation consisting of diagonal stair, wide opening, and 

floating plan overhead of interior stair landing 
• Geometric metal handrails consisting of thin metal pickets with floating rectangular planes 

and thin metal top and bottom rails 
• Pool and concrete wall enclosing the pool area with stamped, geometric design of 

alternating diamonds and stacked trapezoids forming hexagons 
• Low concrete block wall at east end of south elevation, in front of garage 
• Square and round columns 
• Trapezoidal interior light courts connected by long, narrow, enclosed hallways  
• Wood slab apartment unit doors 
• Concrete and Terrazzo floors 
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Figure 1: 621 San Vicente, south elevation. View looking north. March 2020. GPA Consulting. 

 
Figure 2: 621 San Vicente, primary entrance detail. View looking northwest. March 2020. GPA Consulting. 
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Figure 3: 621 San Vicente, pool/loggia detail. View looking northeast. March 2020. GPA Consulting. 

 
Figure 4: 621 San Vicente, east elevation. View looking southwest. March 2020. GPA Consulting. 



 

 

 
Landmark Designation Application – 621 San Vicente Blvd.  Attachment D, Photographs 

Page 4 

 
Figure 5: 621 San Vicente, north elevation. View looking southwest. March 2020. GPA Consulting. 
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Figure 6: 621 San Vicente, west elevation. View looking southeast. March 2020. GPA Consulting. 
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Figure 7: 621 San Vicente, west elevation. View looking southeast. March 2020. GPA Consulting. 

 
Figure 8: 621 San Vicente, interior courtyard, 2nd floor. View looking east. March 2020. GPA Consulting. 
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Figure 9: 621 San Vicente, interior courtyard, 2nd floor. View looking northwest. March 2020. GPA Consulting. 

 
Figure 10: 621 San Vicente, interior courtyard, 2nd floor. View looking west. March 2020. GPA Consulting. 
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Figure 11: 621 San Vicente, interior courtyard, 2nd floor from 3rd. March 2020. GPA Consulting. 
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Figure 12: 621 San Vicente, interior courtyard, 2nd floor, looking southwest. March 2020. GPA Consulting. 
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ATTACHMENT E – BUILDING PERMITS 

(Includes only building permits that pertain to physical building alterations—
excluding mechanical, electrical and plumbing permits) 

 












































	ATTACHMENT A - DESCRIPTION
	ATTACHMENT B – STATEMENT OF ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
	ATTACHMENT C – BIBLIOGRAPHY
	ATTACHMENT D – PHOTOGRAPHS
	ATTACHMENT E – BUILDING PERMITS



