Information Item
Date: August 16, 2011

To:

Mayor and City Council

From:

Barbara Stinchfield, Community and Cultural Services Director

Subject:

Update on Unattended Winter Displays in Palisades Park

Introduction
City staff received inquiries recently regarding the status of this year's upcoming
unattended winter displays in Palisades Park. To ensure that Councilmembers have the
most current information, staff is providing this update.

Background
SMMC 4.55.060 authorizes unattended displays in designated sections of Palisades
Park from November 27 to January 4. The City has also adopted written regulations
governing these displays.

The City’s winter display regulations are intended to

coordinate multiple uses of a limited space, help preserve park facilities, and ensure
that proposed activities are safe and manageable.

Among other requirements, the City’s regulations require that space be allocated on a
first-come, first-serve basis and that display organizers pay for City services related to
their displays (e.g., electricity, parking meters, etc.). The displays constitute expression
that is protected by the First Amendment, and the City's requirements protect against
impermissible content-based allocation decisions.

As Council was advised months ago, not only did the number of requested display
spaces this year exceed the available space, but multiple requests were received on the
same day for the same block.

Per SMMC 4.55.060 and the corresponding
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Administrative Guidelines, a random drawing was held on May 5, 2011, to determine
assignments.
Applicants were allowed to request from 1-9 spaces of the total 21 spaces available.
Thirteen applications were received. In accordance with procedures detailed in the
City's April 25 letter to applicants, all 13 names entered into the drawing were drawn on
May 5, 2011, to establish a priority list. As a result of the number of spaces requested
by the applicants, only the first four names drawn were allocated space. The priority list
will be used should one of the top four applicants decide to withdraw or fail to timely
submit the required site plan.

Based on the order of the names drawn, the following applicants were assigned the
blocks and spaces noted below. All applicants were notified of the results immediately
following the drawing.

Applicant:
Display:
Block name:
Space #:

Raymond McNeely
Solstice Greeting
Arizona-Santa Monica Blvd.
9 spaces (#10-18)

Applicant:
Isaac Levitansky
Display:
Menorah
Block name: Arizona-Santa Monica Blvd.
Space #:
1 space (#19)
Applicant:
Display:
Block name:
Space #:

Joe Naranja
Christmas/Solstice
Wilshire-Arizona
9 spaces (#1-9)

Applicant:
Display:
Block name:
Space #:

Hunter Jameson
Nativity Scenes
Arizona-Santa Monica Blvd.
2 spaces (#20-21)
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Discussion
Staff has remained in contact with applicants throughout the space allocation process.
A letter dated May 10, 2011 was sent to display organizers to inform them that staff was
considering a change to the site plan submission deadline.

Applicants were

subsequently notified in a letter dated August 16 that the submission deadline for the
site plan had been changed from two weeks prior to the start of the installation to six
weeks prior to the start of the installation.

The new due date, October 15 (or next business day if October 15 is a non-business
day), will allow staff ample time to review and approve plans and ensure that applicants
are referred to the appropriate departments and pay for services. Also, the earlier
deadline for submitting site plans will minimize, to the extent possible, the risk of spaces
going unused. Failure to comply with the site plan submittal requirement by the due
date will result in the loss of display privileges, and if no site plan is submitted, staff will
reassess the space allocation based on the priorities established at the initial drawing
on May 5, 2011.

Prepared By:

Trinie Garcia-Valdez, Community Use Administrator

Attachment:

Administrative Guidelines for Unattended Winter Displays
in Palisades Park
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