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Park Maintenance 
The annual deep cleaning of the three ponds at Douglas Park took place in October by a city vendor and 
with assistance from Park Maintenance Crew Leaders Gerardo Garcia and Ruben Molina, and Equipment 
Operator Gumersindo Diaz. To accommodate the area’s wildlife, city staff transferred 50 turtles to the east 
pond while draining, cleaning and refilling and main and west ponds. The turtle population was returned to 
the main and west ponds once work at these sites was completed. 
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… 
In October, Irrigation Technicians Samuel Bailey, Troy Lauritson and Gerardo Reynoso used equipment to 
dig trenches and relocate the irrigation main line from the top of the Clover Park extension (the 
southernmost end of the park, adjacent to the airport) to the two softball diamonds below.   Quick couplers 
were installed to allow easy access to the new line. This project will save many labor hours for park staff, as 
they will no longer have to use multiple hoses to get water down to the fields below. 

Promenade Maintenance 
Within just five minutes of noticing vandalism in the early morning hours of October 11th, staff removed 
graffiti from several buildings in the downtown area. Promenade Maintenance Supervisor Jay Aguilar 
dispatched Equipment Operators Roberto Frayre and Juan Montes to pressure wash and remove the graffiti 
and coordinated with the city’s graffiti team to repaint the walls. 

Park Maintenance 
Between September 2016 and February 2017, Park Maintenance Supervisors Chris Oliver and Miguel 
Ramos, as well as Irrigation Technicians Troy Lauritson and Manuel Rubio, will oversee irrigation conversions 
at many sites across the city. Conversions on the San Vicente median are currently underway and are 
expected to be completed in early November. As of the last week in October, staff had replaced the existing 
spray irrigation with bubblers at 92 of the median’s 152 trees. These city-wide irrigation modifications are a 
large part of the Division’s drought response. 

 

Above: Staff dug a trench to relocate the main irrigation line at the Clover Park extension.
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Beach Maintenance 
Following the summer’s popular weekly Twilight Concert Series, Beach Maintenance staff refreshed the sand 
immediately south of the pier where many concert-goers had congregated with food and drinks each week. 
Over the course of two weekends in October, the dirtied sand was removed and fresh sand brought in by 
Beach Maintenance Supervisor Paul Davis and Equipment Operators Gavin Andrus, Ernesto Luna, Wayne 
Butler and Aaron Valenzuela. 

 

Left: Beach Maintenance staff 
used tractors and bulldozers to 
r e m o v e o l d s a n d b e f o r e 
bringing in replacement sand 
after the summer concert series 
wrapped up.

Below: Irrigation conversions were performed on the San Vicente Boulevard median.
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Announcements 
 

Automated External Defibrillator (AED) units 
have now been installed in all four of the Public 
Landscape Division workspaces across the city: the 
Clover Park office, the Colorado Yards, Beach 
Maintenance headquarters and Promenade 
Maintenance headquarters. Interested staff have 
taken advantage of AED/CPR/First Aid training 
provided by the city. As of November 1, over 20% 
of Public Landscape’s 101 employees have 
received their certification from the American Heart 
Association upon completion of these classes. A 
big thank you to Fire Chief Jeff Furrows for 
coordinating and instructing the sessions! 
Please let your supervisor know if you’re interested 
in attending an upcoming class… Congratulations 
to Urban Forest Supervisor Wister Dorta, whose 
son was born on October 22nd!… Please let 
friends and family know they can follow us on 
s o c i a l m e d i a ! W e a r e      
@santamonicapubliclandscape on Instagram and 
@SMTrees on Facebook. 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Park Maintenance Supervisors Andrew Gomez 
(shown above) and Tom Gurgiolo recently installed 
an AED unit at the Colorado Yards, bringing the 
Division’s total to four.

mailto:public.landscape@smgov.net
http://www.smgov.com/landscape
mailto:public.landscape@smgov.net
http://www.smgov.com/landscape

