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Park Maintenance 
Equipment Operator Daniel Hernandez and Groundskeepers Joshua McKnight, Salvador Aparicio, Cesar 
Burciaga and Miguel Cisneros filled turf potholes with topsoil and compacted it to improve safety and 
aesthetics at South Beach Park and Beach Park 1 during the month of September. 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Above: Park staff fill potholes in the turf in South Beach Park.
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…  
Four new irrigation controllers were installed in Tongva Park to help achieve the city-wide goal of water 
conservation. Park Maintenance Supervisor Chris Oliver and Irrigation Technicians Samuel Bailey, Jose 
Correa, Troy Lauritson, Gerardo Reynoso and Manuel Rubio completed the new installations and removed 
the aging irrigation controllers over the summer. 

…  
Over the course of a week in September, Park Maintenance Crew 
Leader Ruben Molina, Equipment Operator Gumersindo Diaz and 
Groundskeepers David Enriquez, James Welch and Virgil Angel 
completed a planter bed refurbishment and replanting project 
around the tennis courts and playground at Douglas Park. Staff 
removed dead or overgrown plants and replaced them with new 
plants to improve the appearance of the area for park visitors. 

 

Above: Gerardo Rivera, left, and Manuel Rubio pose beside the newly installed irrigation controllers.

Below: Park staff operate a hydraulic 
auger to complete the replanting.

Above: Replanting completed along the tennis courts.
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Promenade 
Maintenance 
Equipment Operators Eduardo 
Garcia, Juan Montes and Michael Roth 
and Maintenance Assistant Angel 
Frias were dispatched to clean up 
after a major hydraulic fluid spill in the 
early morning hours of September 
7th. The accident took place in an alley 
of the 1400 block of the Third Street 
Promenade. Staff were quick to 
respond to the emergency and the 
alley was re-opened after just 30 
minutes. 

Beach Maintenance 
The parking lot north of the Beach Maintenance yard was cleared 
by Equipment Operators Gavin Andrus, Wayne Butler, Joe Lee 
and Jose Navarro as well as Maintenance Workers Kendall Carter, 
Timothy Gaffny and Shane Haylock in mid-September. Clearance 
of the site was done in advance of the installation of a million 
gallon underground storm water runoff tank. All items on the site 
that belonged to Beach Maintenance were relocated to the 
Colorado Yards, and other items were either taken to the 
recycling center or thrown away. The removal of all obstructions 
from the lot will allow the first phase of the project, taking soil 
core samples, to begin. 

Announcements 
Congratulations to new Public Landscape Division employee Aaron Valenzuela, who was promoted from his 
position in another city division to an Equipment Operator I with Beach Maintenance… Santa Monica’s 
urban forest program was highlighted in the Society of Municipal Arborists’ online publication City Trees. 
Check it out at the top of the home page at www.santamonicatrees.com… Please remind friends and family 
to follow us on social media! We are @santamonicapubliclandscape on Instagram and @SMTrees on 
Facebook. Have a fantastic October!  
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Right: Kendall Carter, left, Wayne Butler and Timothy Gaffny.

Above: Staff operate scrubbers to clean up the spill.
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