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Beach Maintenance 
In preparation for the grand reopening festivities of the new California 
Incline, Beach Maintenance staff including Supervisor Paul Davis, Crew 
Leader Joe Oronoz, Maintenance Worker Kendall Carter and 
Maintenance Assistant Francisco Flores cleared the overpass of obstacles 
and debris in the early morning hours of September 1st, just hours ahead 
of the kickoff ceremony. Making the area safe, sanitary and clear of 
obstructions was a necessity as the festivities began with a large group of 
Breeze Bike Share riders (including Admin staff members Erin Carr and 
Jessica Saks) making their way down the incline. The area was opened to 
pedestrians immediately thereafter, and later that afternoon to vehicular 
traffic. 
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Above: Joe Oronoz, left, worked with 
Kendall Carter and Francisco Flores to 
clear the California Incline in the early 
morning hours. Below: View from the 
top of the Incline.
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Promenade & Park 
Maintenance 
A major irrigation line break on the 1200 block 
of the Third Street Promenade triggered Park 
and Promenade Maintenance staff to 
collaborate on a swift yet extensive repair. Park 
Maintenance Supervisor Christopher Oliver 
and Promenade Maintenance Supervisor Jose 
“Jay” Aguilar were able to quickly coordinate 
their staff, Irrigation Technicians Jose Correa 
and Troy Lauritson and Equipment Operator 
Oscar Campos, to complete the fix without any 
disruption to business along the Third Street 
Promenade. The city’s Street Maintenance 
Division was called in to assist in breaking the 
asphalt pavers and, later, repairing the street. 
During the irrigation repair, it was found that 
the break was caused by a 5” wide by 5’ long 
tree root which had grown inside one of the 
irrigation sleeves. 

 
Urban Forest 
A visual inspection of three Phoenix 
Canariensis (Canary Island Date Palms) 
near Douglas Park prompted further 
ground and aerial inspections by city 
staff after the hourglass taper of the 
trees’ trunks caused some concern 
about stem strength loss and potential 
decay leading to tree failure. The trees 
were found to be otherwise healthy; 
however, the stem defects and the trees’ 
close proximity to the Douglas Park 
playground prompted immediate 
removal by a city contractor.  Per Urban 
Forest Supervisor Peter Provenzale, the 
live crown of a Canary Island Date Palm 
can weigh upwards of two tons. 

 

Canary Island date palm 
removal in Douglas Park.

Above: Jose Correa, left, and Troy Lauritson repairing a 
line break on the Third Street Promenade.
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Announcements 
Congratulations to Beach Maintenance employee Ernesto Luna, who was promoted from his position as 
Equipment Operator I to Equipment Operator II… Please remind friends and family to follow us on social 
media! We are @santamonicapubliclandscape on Instagram and @SMTrees on Facebook. Hope you all had 
a great Labor Day weekend and Happy September! 
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