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Our mission: Maintain, manage and enhance the City’s parks, landscapes, urban forest, downtown and 

Santa Monica State Beach. Our vision: Optimize the sustainable management and maintenance of the 
City’s recreational and open space in partnership with the community and City departments.  

Park Maintenance   
Installation of 39 new Calsense irrigation controllers began in public spaces across the city in June. Irrigation 
Technicians Troy Lauritson and Jose Correa replaced the existing controller in the Clover Park extension 
(above), while Irrigation Technician Geraldo Reynoso installed the new controller at Virginia Avenue Park and 
Irrigation Technician Manual Rubio was tasked with installation at Woodlawn Cemetery. One way the 
Calsense controllers help enhance water savings is by automatically adjusting run times for weather 
conditions. 
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The blue roof covering the playground structure at the north tot lot in Beach Park #1 was removed and the 
poles capped off by Park Maintenance Crew Leader Ruben Molina and Groundskeeper Cesar Burciaga in 
preparation for an upcoming shade sail installation. The shade sail will provide more coverage for the play 
structure and will be installed by the end of July. 

Promenade Maintenance 
After finding a paint spill at the entrance to Parking Structure 
3 (PS3), Maintenance Crew Leader Ronnie Owens 
dispatched Equipment Operators Carlos Alamillo and Chris 
DeShields to assist in the clean-up. The three staff members 
power-washed and scrubbed the immediate area before 
also scrubbing the entire first level of the parking garage to 
prevent paint from being carried further throughout the 
garage and outside to the adjacent streets. 

 

Above: The playground structure after having its roof removed.        
Right: Chris DeShields power washes paint from the cement at PS3.
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Urban Forest 
Maintenance 
In 2012, 29 Ficus benjamina trees were removed 
from what would become the Expo Line route and 
placed in storage. This summer, the trees finally 
found new homes. Seventeen were transplanted in 
Ishihara Park and twelve now stand in Clover Park. 
The transplanted trees have been carefully 
maintained to make the transition to their new 
homes a successful one; they are watered once or 
twice a week by Tree Trimmers Michael Wood and 
Sean Durkin.  

Beach Maintenance 
For ten weeks each summer, the Santa Monica Pier hosts the Twilight Concert Series on Thursday nights, and the influx 
of concertgoers results in inevitable disarray the following morning. In addition to their regular duties, all Beach 
Maintenance staff are tasked with set-up before the concert and clean-up afterwards. The afternoon of the concert, 
waste bins and port-a-potties are lined along the beach by staff, and early Friday morning, all concert debris is picked up 
and the port-a-potties and trash bins are put back into storage before the beach crowd arrives.   

Below: Before (left) and after shots of the beach on a Friday morning.  

 

Below: A newly transplanted Ficus is tended to.

Above: Transplanting at Ishihara Park.
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Announcements 

July was Park and Recreation month! Special thanks to all who maintain the city’s 29 beautiful parks, in July 
and all year-round.  Visit www.nrpa.org/july to learn more… A warm welcome to five new Public Landscape 
employees: Brenda DeLaCerda, Francisco Flores and David Mayorga joined the Beach Maintenance staff 
as Maintenance Assistants, while Marco Hernandez and Jaroslaw Kralka started as Maintenance Workers 
with Promenade Maintenance. We are happy to have you!… Congratulations to Oscar Campos, who was 
promoted from his position as Groundskeeper at Clover Park to that of Equipment Operator at the 
Promenade…. Best of luck to Mark Zurich, who will be retiring from his position as Equipment Operator II 
with Beach Maintenance in August… Please remind friends and family to follow us on social media! We are 
@santamonicapubliclandscape on Instagram and @SMTrees on Facebook…Hopefully all PLD employees 
made it out to Clover Park for the annual Employee Olympics in July! Good times were had by all… 

Some familiar faces participate in the bubble gum blowing contest at the Employee Olympics in July.
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