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Our mission: Maintain, manage and enhance the City’s parks, landscapes, urban forest, downtown and 

Santa Monica State Beach. Our vision: Optimize the sustainable management and maintenance of the 
City’s recreational and open space in partnership with the community and City departments.  

Urban Forest 

Urban Forest staff gave away approximately 150 trees, manned an “I heart SM Trees” cornhole board and 
fielded questions from the public at Santa Monica’s COAST open streets event on June 5th. Urban Forester 
Matthew Wells, Urban Forest Supervisors Peter Provenzale and Wister Dorta, and Tree Trimmer Sean Durkin 
staffed the Urban Forest booth, which was flanked by a bucket truck proudly hoisting a Tree City USA flag. 
The tree giveaways were Chilopsis linearis (Desert Willow), Koelreuteria paniculata (Golden Rain tree), 
Lagerstroemia indica (Crape Myrtle) and Pistacia chinensis (Chinese Pistache). Common inquiries to staff 
included general tree care as well as root concerns, street tree pruning and other tree maintenance. Staff 
also received praises from the public for their hard work in maintaining the city’s urban forest. 
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Park Maintenance 
A passive turf area at beachside Ocean View Park has been restored after excessive soccer playing and 
other activity wore the lawn down in recent years. After re-grading, 6,300 square feet of sod was added to 
the area, bare spots were overseeded and the space was top-dressed with compost. Four hundred and fifty 
feet of fencing was then staked around the perimeter to keep the public off the restored turf. Park 
Maintenance Crew Leader Gerardo Garcia, Equipment Operator Daniel Hernandez and Groundskeepers 
Salvador Aparicio, Cesar Burciaga, Joshua McKnight, James Welch, David Enriquez, Jose Perez and Miguel 
Cisneros completed the project in June. The fence will likely be removed in the next three to four months. 

Beach 
Maintenance 
Beach Maintenance rented a small 
bulldozer to remove excessive sand in 
some areas on the beach after abnormally 
strong winter winds caused sand to build 
up and create dunes. Equipment 
Operator II Joe Lee was tasked with 
operating the dozer throughout May and 
June, and this equipment was recently 
moved to the north side of the pier after 
Mr. Lee made quick work of the area to 
the south.  
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Promenade 
Maintenance 
During the City’s COAST open 
streets event in early June, some 
areas of downtown Santa Monica 
were vandalized with graffiti, 
p r o m p t i n g q u i c k a c t i o n b y 
Promenade Maintenance staff to 
pressure wash and, in some cases, 
chemically remove the graffiti using 
environmentally safe products. 
Maintenance Crew Leader Ronnie 
Owens, Equipment Operators Juan 
Montes and Roberto Frayre, and 
Maintenance Worker Harold Street 
were charged with the graffiti 
removal, which was completed in 
short order. 

 

All employees are invited to attend this year’s annual Employee Olympics event! 
Where: Clover Park, 2600 Ocean Park Blvd. 

When: Thursday, July 14th, 11am-2pm 
Why: Fun, food, games and raffle prizes! 

See you there! 

Please tell friends and family to follow us on social media! We are @santamonicapubliclandscape on Instagram and 
@SMTrees on Facebook! 
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