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Our mission: Maintain, manage and enhance the City’s parks, landscapes, urban forest, downtown and 

Santa Monica State Beach. Our vision: Optimize the sustainable management and maintenance of the 
City’s recreational and open space in partnership with the community and City departments.  

Beach Maintenance 
Summer season is here! With beach weather right around the corner, the sand fence along the coast was 
removed to make way for large crowds of visitors and locals who head to the shore. Maintenance Workers 
Timothy Gaffny, Kendall Carter, Christaan Martinez and Shane Haylock disassembled the south fence and 
put it into storage, where it will remain until the fall. 
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Promenade Maintenance 
In preparation for the much anticipated Expo line opening on May 20th  and the unveiling of the Esplanade 
shortly thereafter, Promenade Maintenance staff were called upon to prepare both the 4th St. Expo station 
parking lot and the Esplanade for an influx of visitors. During the week prior to the Expo opening, both day 
and night Promenade Maintenance staff were kept busy installing three new trash cans and removing 87 
bollards in the 4th St. kiss-and-ride lot, and pressure washing the Esplanade. Maintenance Crew Leaders 
Ronnie Owens and Robert Dorsey; Equipment Operators Eduardo Garcia, Carlos Alamillo, Roberto Frayre, 
Michael Roth and Chris DeShields; and Maintenance Workers Harold Street, Jeremiah Powell and Guillermo 
Herrera teamed up under the supervision of Jose “Jay” Aguilar to accomplish these tasks. Two new 
maintenance staff will be hired and additional equipment purchased to maintain both the Esplanade and 
the 4th St. Expo lot as well as the hardscape at Tongva Park and Ken Genser Square. 

 

Above: Pressure washing on the Esplanade.



June 3, 2016

Park Maintenance 
The west pond and stream at Douglas Park were 
overhauled by Park Maintenance Crew Leaders 
Ruben Molina and Gerardo Garcia in May. Both the 
pond and stream were drained, cleaned and re-
filled, and the pond received a new pump-motor, 
variable-frequency drive and three-phase 
converter following motor failure several months 
ago. The installations were completed by  
contractors. 

… 
Renovations took place at Palisades Park between 
Colorado Avenue and Santa Monica Boulevard 
during the month of May. Nearly all existing turf was 
removed, sod and new irrigation heads were 
installed, decomposed granite (DG) pathways were repaired and top-dressed with fresh DG, and planter 
beds were planted with new, drought-tolerant plants. A contractor replaced the sod, while Park Maintenance 
staff including Irrigation Technicians Troy Lauritson, Jose Correa, Samuel Bailey, Gerardo Reynoso and 
Manuel Rubio; Groundskeepers Baruc Alvarez, Benjamin Quijote and David Nunez; and Equipment 
Operator Edward Castillo completed all other work. 

 

Above: Irrigation Technician Sam Bailey installing a new irrigation head in Palisades Park.

Above: Stream and pond cleaning at Douglas Park.
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Announcements 
A belated welcome to employees Dustin Mihalek who joined the Promenade 
Maintenance team as a Maintenance Worker and David Enriquez who started 
as a Groundskeeper with Park Maintenance, and a more recent welcome to 
Humberto Urena who joined the Beach Maintenance crew as a Maintenance 
Assistant. Glad to have you aboard!… Invite your friends and family to follow 
us on social media! We are @santamonicapubliclandscape on Instagram, 
where photos of our staff hard at work around the city will be posted regularly. 
We can also be found on Facebook at www.facebook.com/SMTrees, so 
please like, share and keep an eye out for a link to the newsletter on Facebook 
each month… The Public Landscape Division will be a part of this weekend’s 
COAST open-streets event on Sunday, June 5th from 9am-3pm. If you attend, 
come find Urban Forest staff in the north City Hall parking lot for games and 
tree giveaways, and keep an eye out for event ambassadors Paul Davis and 
Jose “Jay” Aguilar… All employees should have already received a free 

commemorative TAP card for the Expo line with $5 pre-loaded! If you don’t have yours yet, please see your supervisor.  
Big Blue Bus is also currently offering a BOGO deal and TAP card value match that you can check out at 
bigbluebus.com…Beginning June 6th the City of Santa Monica will no longer accept paper employment applications. 
Employment applications will be found online only; check out smgov.net/hr for current openings. 

In Memoriam
In May, groundskeeper Reginaldo Diaz passed away. “Reggie,” as he was known to friends and co-workers, was born 
and raised in Santa Monica and had been a groundskeeper with the city for over three years. His supervisor remembers 
him as a dedicated employee who loved to talk about the Dodgers and Lakers with his co-workers. He will be sorely 
missed. 
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Reggie Diaz, third from left, with his co-workers earlier this year.
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