
project concept
What is the purpose of the project?

How long will the project take to construct?

What is unique about the Colorado Esplanade?

Designed as a multi-modal asset, the project will encourage access to Santa Monica’s 
Colorado and 4th Street Expo Light Rail station. The project meets several key City 
goals: building a welcoming realm for pedestrians and cyclists, as well as creating a 
public gathering place, reducing vehicle usage and improving circulation. It will be  
a new gateway to Downtown Santa Monica, the Civic Center, the Santa Monica Pier, 
Palisades Park, and Tongva Park. The project also integrates a rich canopy of shade 
trees and festival lighting.

We anticipate the project will be completed within 12 months after construction begins, 
in time for the start-up of the new Exposition rail service.

It will serve as the rail connection from the Pacific Ocean to points east, north and 
south. For the first time in 60 years, Southern California’s regional rail system— 
encompassing 90 miles of Metro service throughout Los Angeles County, an additional 
512 miles of Metrolink service to surrounding counties and AMTRAK service at Union 
Station—will reach Santa Monica.
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short-term
construction impact

Where will construction begin?

Will pedestrians have access to Santa Monica landmarks during construction?

If I have concerns during construction, who can I contact?

The plan specifies that work will begin in March on the north side of Colorado 
Avenue first. Workers will then switch their focus to the south side of the street.

The City has committed to maintaining access to Santa Monica Place, as well  
as access to Tongva Park, City Hall, and the Rand Corporation. The project team  
is required to maintain ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) access to store- 
front businesses at all times.
Stakeholders will be notified of any change in access to the parking garage  
on 2nd Street and Colorado Avenue. Access will be maintained for employees, 
customers, and deliveries.

The City has engaged Celtis, an experienced public outreach consultant, who will 
monitor the construction of the Colorado Avenue Esplanade project and who will 
address public concerns. The consultant team will also update the community on 
construction progress and any resulting street closures. 

The Celtis team can be reached at the project hotline 310.374.7570 or  
ned@celtis.com. Inquiries will be answered within 24 hours.
facebook.com/SMConstructs
twitter.com/smconstructs

Are there other physical changes?
The sidewalk along the south side of Colorado Avenue will be doubled in width. The 
eastbound traffic lanes will be closed permanently, and Main Street will be realigned 
between the Main Street Bridge and Colorado Avenue to connect with 2nd Street.  
Two westbound vehicular lanes will remain open.
New traffic signals will offer specific signals for vehicles, pedestrians, and cyclists. 
The project will also reduce the crossing distance for pedestrians.
The intersection of Ocean and Colorado avenues will be equipped with a new 
pedestrian scramble signal to facilitate pedestrian movements. This signal will add  
a cycle to allow pedestrians to cross the intersection diagonally. Paving materials  
at the intersections will be improved to clearly mark pedestrian crossings.  
The cycle track—offering travel in both directions—will be separated from vehicle  
traffic by a buffer.

Aesthetically, the project will feature unique finishes and materials—including wood 
decking and paver stones—as well as new lighting, signage, and landscaping 
created by a world-class designer.
In practical matters, the bike lane, segregated from the westbound motorists, will 
encourage access to the Expo Line station by cyclists. In addition, the cycle track  
on the south side of Colorado Avenue will allow two-way cycling traffic.
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