
  
 
 

Lawn Alternatives - Climate Appropriate Grasses and Ground Covers 
 
ôUC Verdeõ 
Buffalo 

Grass 
 
Grown from 
plugs. Can 
be mowed 
like regular 
lawn. 
Avaialble 
from 
Armstrong 
Nursery, 
FloraSource  
Ltd. & Todd 
Valley Farms               

 
                       

  
Blue Grama 

grass, 
Bouteloua 
gracilis 
(pictured 
right) 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

You can mix blue grama and buffalo 

grass. Gra ma grass, Bouteloua gracilis , 

can be planted by seed during the 

summer (June/July).  Then fill in with 

Buffalo grass, Buchloe dactyloides  (native 

to western prairies, not  CA) .  
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Carex 
pansa 

  

Installed as indi vidual plugs  

 

Can be mowed or weed wacked 

once or twice a year .  

 

Available at nurseries such as 

Native Sons, Theodore Payne 

Foundation, Santa Ana Botanic 

Garden  

Carex 
praegracilis 
 

 

 

Installed as individual plugs  

 

Can be mowed or weed wacked 

once or twi ce a year -  growing 

about 12ò to 15ò tall with a 

graceful, floppy habit.  

 

Available at nurseries such as 

Native Sons, Theodore Payne 

Foundation, Santa Ana Botanic 

Garden  

Carex 
tumulicola 
 

  

Installed as individual plugs  

 

Can be mowed or weed wacked 

once or twice a year. Can be 

used as lawn substitute in part 

sun or shady areas.  

 

Available at nurseries such as 

Native Sons, Theodore Payne 

Foundation, Sant a Ana Botanic 

Garden  

Carex 
caryophyllea  
ôThe Beatlesõ 

 

  

Installed as individual plugs  

 

Can be mowed or weed wacked 

once or twice a year .  

 

Available at nurseries such as 

Native Sons, Theodore Payne 

Foundation, Santa Ana Botanic 

Garden  


