
HOLIDAY SAFETY TIPS   
he holiday season and the onset of the heating season is a prime time for home fires. The Santa Monica
Fire Department offers these tips to help you and your family stay safe this holiday season:

� HOLIDAY DECOR    Choose a fresh Christmas tree – one that isn’t dry or shedding its needles – and
place it in a deep, non-tip stand. Be sure your tree always has water. When your tree becomes dry,
“Park It!” with the city – see ad below!.  Artificial trees should be labeled fire-retardant.  Make sure
you set up your tree away from exits, fireplaces and any other heat sources. Replace any light
sets that have cracked and frayed cords, or any loose connections. Don’t overload outlets or run
extension cords under carpets, across doorways or under heaters. Use a surge protector to help
prevent shorts and shocks, and unplug all decorative lights before leaving home or going to bed.
Never use electric lights on a metal tree. 

Use common sense with and around candles.  Put them in a non-tip candleholder and do not burn
candles near decorations, curtains, doors and windows; and never leave candles burning unattended
or within reach of small children.

� FIREPLACES AND SPACE HEATERS    Keep space heaters at least 3 feet away from furniture, bedding,
clothing, walls and other things that can burn.Have your chimney inspected at least once a year
and cleaned if necessary. Always use a fire screen and burn only materials appropriate for a fireplace.
Never burn trash or paper in a fireplace; burning paper can float up a chimney and onto your roof.
Remove ashes in a metal container, and never store them in your home or on a wooden surface
such as a deck or porch. 

� TURKEY FRYER SAFETY   Don’t cook your goose frying your turkey!  Turkey deep-fryers can be 
dangerous – some units easily tip over, spilling the five gallons of hot oil within the cooking pot.
Some have no thermostat controls, so the units can overheat the oil to the point of combustion;
also, accidental spillovers onto the heating element can cause a fire.  If you must have a deep fried
turkey, choose a sturdy flyer and use it outdoors only, a safe distance from buildings and any other
flammable material.

IN GENERAL . . .  Make sure you have a working smoke detector on every level of your home, and test
them monthly to make sure they are working and in good condition.  Practice your escape plan so every
family member knows what to do in case of a fire – minutes can mean the difference between life and death.
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SANTA MONICA EARNS “BEST OF THE

WEB” STATUS
The Center for Digital Government recently acknowl-

edged the City of Santa Monica’s 

website as a finalist in its annual

Best of the Web competition.  This

places the city website among the top ten on-line city

portals in the country.  “Best of the Web” recognizes

the most innovative, user-friendly state and local 

government portals.  

With an online presence since February 1989, the City

of Santa Monica has often been recognized as being

among the leaders in electronic delivery of government

information and services.  The City of Santa Monica’s

website is a portal connecting users to agencies and

services that best suit their needs, anywhere in the city.  

Our extensive website goes far beyond the traditional

array of information and transactions for residents,

businesses, and visitors that is common to most of the

better local government websites.  Recent additions to

the site include RSS feeds; real-time parking availability

application; and ��������	�����������
� , a new site

offering social and cultural service listings, a blog

written by student reporters and online sign up for free

e-newsletters that keep you connected with the 

community.  Visit �����
������� to see what makes

Santa Monica one of the ten best!  
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MAJOR MATTERS EXPECTED TO COME BEFORE CITY COUNCIL
IN DECEMBER AND JANUARY:

� Measure V review, update and financial plan

� Study session on the operations plan for the Annenberg

Beach House

� Review of LUCE Update and Ocean Park Boulevard.

Streetscape Project 

� Ordinance banning single-use plastic bags in 

Santa Monica retail establishments.

� Ordinance regarding solar energy design standards

The long-range nature of this list means that some items may not be heard in the

month originally scheduled, as new matters emerge and agendas are adjusted.  No

item will come to Council before the date originally published. Check the status of

upcoming agenda items at www.smgov.net.

ANNENBERG COMMUNITY BEACH HOUSE 
OPENING SPRING 2009

he Annenberg Community Beach House, a five-acre oceanfront beach facility 
located at 415 PCH, will open to the public this spring! For more information on
the Beach House, please visit us online at www.beachhouse.smgov.net, or send an
email to beachhouse@smgov.net to be added to the project’s interest list. 
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