
Camera Obscura Art Lab
Join the community at Santa Monica’s Art Lab, Santa Monica’s 
iconic Camera Obscura building just north of the Pier. 
Flip to the back for more information. Dates, times and classes 
are subject to change without notice - for updates check online.

Free Second Saturday Open Craft/Knit Lounges
Bring your work and craft in company! The second Saturday 
of the month, 11am-2pm

Studio Artist-in-Residence
Grace Joanne Hwang (tenure: 1/4 - 4/15) 
Grace investigates social relations through art, and 
during her tenure at the Camera 
Obscura looking at history and 
remembrance, resistance and 
assimilation through the lens of 
the 1992 Los Angeles Uprising. 
Through movement workshops, 
print- and papermaking, games and 
participatory performances, you 
are invited to work with her to play 
with and provoke the familiar in 
order to reimagine reality.
 

January Classes and Events
Collage: Remembrance & Forgetting with Grace Hwang
Saturday 1/7, 10:30-12:30pm - $5

Remembering (Forgetting) 
is the theme. Grace will 
be using archive images of 
the 1992 LA Riots/Uprising. 
Participants are invited to 
respond through collage 
techniques to these events, 
or are welcome to consider 
other historic occurrences 
or formative events in their 
personal lives for their own 
artwork. 

Fun-a-Day group check-ins and making session
Saturdays 1/7, 1/14, 1/21, 1/28, 2/4, 11am-12pm - free
Commit to making something every day in the month 
of January: 31 paintings, photos, poems, calligraphy, 
postcards, dances, drawings, stories, ring tones, videos, 
needleworks, quilt squares, sculptures.... Weekly check-ins 

with Amy Bauer of DreamEco Crafts will keep you inspired; 
bring works in progress or just chat with fellow Fun-A-Dayers 
on Saturday mornings. We’ll have an exhibit of everyone’s 
work on Saturday, February 11.

Intro to Afro-Cuban dance with Kati Hernandez
Saturday 1/7, 11am-12:30pm - $15
Get a taste of Afro-Cuban dance 
and drum rhythms. Build the 
precious bonds of community 
through movement and energy 
with Cuban native Kati Hernandez.

Making Prints with Patricia 
Mitchell

Saturday 1/7, 11am-2pm - $25
Have you taken a class with Patricia 
or Zeina and made a block - and 
want to print more with it? Join this 
class to make an edition from your 
artwork. All relief printing techniques 
accommodated: linoleum and wood 
blocks, collograph, etc. 

Cuban Salsa with Kati Hernandez
Saturday	1/7, 2-5pm - $10
Curious about salsa? Learn steps in a fun setting. Bring a 
partner or find partners here; all levels welcome! 

A Watercolor Journey with Timothy Kitz
Sundays	1/8, 1/15, 1/22, 1/29, 2/5, 2/12, 10am-1pm 
$140 + $20 material fee for series, $35 for drop-in
Join a six-week immersive watercolor course, open to all 
levels. Timothy will share tips about both medium and 
technique while going through weekly demo exercises to 
hone your compositional vision, principles of color values, 
color mixing and brush work. All are welcome. -
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Brazilian Samba Reggae Demo Night  
with Slleyk da Bahia
Wednesday 1/18, 6-7pm, free!
Work out with a Brazilian flair! This 
energetic Latin dance incorporates the 
authentic and original Samba Reggae born 
in Bahia, the first capital of Brazil, as well as 
Afro-Brazilian dance. As an added bonus, 
you’ll learn Samba Regional and Zumba! 
You will get a great workout as a result of 
low and high impact movements that will 
increase your blood flow, strengthening 
your cardiovascular system and burning lots 
of calories!

Poetry & the Art of Listening with Dinah Berland
Saturdays 1/14 - 3/4, 11am-1:30pm - Free 
Do you love to write poetry and would like to expand 
your practice? If so, you are invited to attend a 
free series led by Dinah Berland, the Annenberg 
Community Beach House writer-in-residence. The 
theme of “poetry as a vector for empathy” inspires 
the series.

Free Craft Lounge & Knitting Hangout
Saturday 1/14, 11am-2pm - free!
Every second Saturday of the month we invite artists and crafters to come 
work on their projects in company. We have sewing machines and art 
supplies available for sharing. Knitters and crocheters especially welcome 
to hang on our comfy couch and work.

Cultivating the Expressive Body with Jeremy Hahn 
Saturday 1/14, 11:30-1:30pm Cost: $10
Through an investigative process that 
draws upon meditation, visualization, and 
improvisation, we expand our creative 
capacities, move our bodies, encounter 
each other and cultivate a sense of play. 
All levels of participants who are interested 
in exploring expressive movement are 
welcome. After moving we will rest, journal, 
and share in a closing circle.

The Los Angeles Uprising, performance 
excerpts by actor Vivian Bang with 
discussion moderated by Grace Hwang  
Saturday 1/14, 4:30-6:30pm - free, RSVP to 
COALVivianBang.eventbrite.com

Actor Vivian Bang did research and interviews with Korean-Americans 
affected by the upheavals in Koreatown during the L.A. Uprising. Vivian 
and Grace invite the public to a discussion on witnessing, representation 
and memorializing from viewpoints inside and outside the Korean-
American community.
Hat Making Basics with Leslie Robinson 
Sundays 1/15 & 1/22, 10am-1pm - $60 + $15-$30 cash material fee

A good foundation in the Millinery Arts begins 
with the shaping of the Hat. Learn how you 
can use a wide variety of materials to make 
a hat. Students will get to experiment with 
traditional wooden blocks and polystyrene 
forms. We will also discuss how to repurpose 
thrift store finds (such as wooden salad 
bowls) to create unique and affordable 
alternatives to more expensive blocks. 

Materials and Movement Studio with Grace Hwang 
Saturday 1/21, 11am-1pm - $5 
Materials and Movement is a hybrid between a dance studio and art 
studio; a space to dance your drawings and draw your dances. Utilizing 
prompts, props, text and images, movers of all types will generate 
their own movement phrases. We will apply choreographic strategies 
influenced and inspired by authentic movement, Augusto Boal’s 
Theater of the Oppressed games, and Liz Lerman’s Dance Toolbox. 
Shadowbox Gestures with Juan Carlos Zaldivar 
Saturday 1/21, 2-4pm - $5 

Participants will make small shadow 
boxes, and, utilizing different sources 
of light, experiment with the visual 
qualities of their own and other 
students’ hands as both object and 
signifier. 
Juan will screen for inspiration a 

short film from the 1920s that uses the visual potential of hands by 
experimental directors Stella Simon and Miklos Bandy. 

Brazilian Samba Reggae Demo Night  with Slleyk da Bahia
Wednesday 1/25 6:30-7:30pm, free, see 
description 1/18

Introduction to Afro-Cuban Dance 
with Kati Hernandez
Saturday 1/28, 11am-12:30pm - $15. 
See 1/7 description.

 

AT CAPACITY



Stamped Enameled Copper Jewelry with Sharon Kaplan
Saturday 1/28, 11am-1pm - $50 + $15 cash material fee
Select a copper base from Sharon’s collection, stamp letters 
or leave plain, and kiln fire with colorful glass enamel to make 
a gorgeous one-of-a-kind piece of jewelry! Sharon shares a 
mix of vintage and abstract shapes to choose from.

Poetry Workshop with Brendan Constantine
Saturday 1/28, 1-4pm - $25 
Poet Brendan Constantine presents a generative winter workshop for 
writers at all levels. No experience necessary. Bring a pen and a nice 
blank mind. All lovers of the word are welcome.

Collaging Remembrance/Forgetting with Grace Hwang
Saturday 1/28, 2-4pm - $5. See 1/7 description.

Cuban Salsa with Kati Hernandez 
Monday 1/30, 8-10pm - $10. See 1/7 description.

February Classes & Events
Brazilian Samba Reggae Dance with Slleyk da Bahia
Wednesdays 2/1-3/22, 6:30-7:30pm, see description 1/18
Cost: Resident $99 / Non-resident $114 , Drop-in $20

Art Lovers for Solidarity Reading and Discussion Group with 
Grace Hwang
Saturday 2/4, 11am-1pm - Free, RSVP to COALSolidary.eventbrite.com
Be More Solidary, or BeMoSo, was founded by Grace Hwang and Betty 
Marin in search of a dialogue to learn and build relationships across 

difference in Los Angeles. We’re reading essays from Laura Pulido’s book 
Black, Brown, Yellow and Left, working on our ever-increasing “Timeline 
of An(Other) Los Angeles”, and sharing our playlists and reading lists. 
Participants are invited to bring in their own texts and examples of 
multiracial solidarity and alliance building.

Valentine’s Cards with Angharad Caceres
Saturday 2/4, 1-3pm - $20 + $5 cash material fee
Use collage, stamp, cutout and other techniques from scrapbooking 
to make vintage-inspired or modern Valentine Cards that’ll knock 
your sweetheart’s socks off!

Fundamentals of Afro Cuban Dance with Kati Hernandez 
Saturday 2/4, 2-3:30pm - $15. 
Open to both dancers who are new to Afro-Cuban rhythms and 
intermediate dancers who would like to polish their moves. Cuban 
native Kati Hernandez teaches movement holistically within Cuban 
society and culture. With live music accompaniment!
Cuban Salsa with Kati Hernandez 
Saturday 2/4, 3:30-5pm - $10. See 1/7 description.

Fascinators to Fedoras with Leslie Robinson
Sunday 2/5 & 2/12, 1:30-4:30pm - $60 + $15-30 
cash material fee
Join Milliner Leslie Robinson for this introductory 
hatmaking class. You will learn the fundamentals of 
blocking, shaping and trimming a hat or headpiece. 

Writing and Revision Strategies with 
Jennifer Caloyeras
Saturday 2/10, 12-1:30pm - $10 
you’ve written a draft of your novel. Now what? Come learn about 
revision strategies from novelist and short fiction writer (and former 
Annenberg artist-in-residence)  Jennifer Caloyeras. She will guide 



a variety of colorful glass powders, then fire in the kiln for instant 
gratification. You’ll come away with a beautiful little jewel-toned treat for 
keeping keys or jewelry in style. It’s also a great housewarming gift - or 
keep for yourself to use or hang on the wall! Select one round, square or 
rectangular dish (around 3” x 4”) from a variety of styles and Sharon will 
walk you through the enameling process. Repeat students welcome – try 
your jewelry-making skills on a larger canvas. 
Making and Sharing Artist Books & Zines with Grace Hwang 
Saturday 2/25, 11am-1pm - free
Drawing on the rich tradition of artist-created books, zines and paper 
ephemera, we will delve into the creation our own publications, from 
one-off text sculptures to one-page zines. Participants are encouraged 
to bring their own books/zines to show, and the artist will bring her 
collection of artist-made printed material for inspiration. 

Fundamentals of Afro Cuban Dance with Kati Hernandez 
Saturday 2/25, 2-3:30pm - $15. See 2/4 description. 
Cuban Salsa with Kati Hernandez 
Saturday 2/25, 3:30-5pm - $10. See 1/7 description.

you through the revision process from line edits to overall tone, as well 
as the next steps in the writing process: querying agents and publishers. 
Participants will leave with a roadmap for revising their drafts.

Free Craft Lounge & Knitting Hangout
Saturday 2/11, 11am-2pm - free! See January description.

Fun-a-Day show with Amy Bauer of DreamEco
Saturday 2/11, 12-4pm - free 
View the culmination of January’s Fun-a-Day creative challenge. Art 
Lab artists made one expressive gesture/object every day in the 
month of January. Paintings, collages, knitting, poems and more! 

Cultivating the Expressive Body with Jeremy Hahn
Saturday 2/11, 11:30am-1:30pm - $10 - See 1/14 description.

Materials and Movement Studio with Grace Hwang 
Saturday 2/11, 1:30-3pm - $5. See  1/21 description.

Papermaking with Natural & Found Materials w/ Grace Hwang 
Friday 2/17, 2:30-4:30pm - $5 (repeats 3/4, 11am-1pm)
This introduction to papermaking will allow participants to create and 
take home sheets of paper with prepared pulp made from a variety of 
natural and recycled materials including plant fiber, denim/cotton, and 
objects collected from the Santa Monica beach.  

Watercolor Journey with Timothy Kitz
Sundays	 2/19, 2/26, 3/5, 3/12, 3/26, 10am-1pm except 3/12 is 10am-
4pm - series $140 with $20 cash material fee,.

Drop-in participation is available for 
$35, cash only, except for the 6-hour 
intensive on 3/12 which will be $70, 
cash only. Call (310) 458-2239 to 
confirm drop-in availability if you are 
not bringing your own rig.
Join watercolorist and urban 
sketcher Timothy Kitz in a five-week 
immersive watercolor course, open 

to all levels. 
Midcentury Enameled Copper Mini Dish with Sharon Kaplan
Saturday 2/25, 10:30am-1:30pm - $50 + $20 cash material fee 
Make a midcentury modern-inspired enameled copper dish using 

Visit our website at smgov.net/camera
Stay informed: smgov.net/artsignup
Contact camera@smgov.net or 310-458-2239 
Find us at 1450 Ocean Avenue, Santa Monica CA 90401

Browse & Enroll: on smgov.net/reserve (location search) or 
event pages at facebook.com/1450ocean (“Find Tickets”)

#ArtSaMo #SantaMonica #CameraObscura
Getting Here:

Train: Expo terminus at 4th St/Colorado, 4 blocks away. 

Car: check smgov.net/parking. Structure 6, 2 blocks away 
at 1431 2nd Street between Broadway and Santa Monica: 
Under $4 for the first 3 hours. Civic Auditorium lot, 5 blocks 
away at 1855 Main St, entrances on Main or 4th Streets: $5 
all day on weekends only, except during special events.

Bus: BBB Routes 8 and rapid 10, Metro 733.

Bike: Bring a lock or utilize the nearby Breeze Bike Share.

Check out these great Otis Continuing 
Education programs taking place at the 
Camera Obscura:

o t i s . e d u /co nt i n u i n g - e d u cat i o n - s c h e d u l e

Writing Children’s Books w/ Deborah Nourse Lattimore
Sundays 2/5-4/30 except 3/19, 3/26, 4/16, 10am-1pm

Illustrating Children’s Books w/ Deborah Nourse Lattimore
Mondays 2/6-4/24 except 2/20, 3/20, 7-10pm


