Santa Monica’s Esplanade Project

Unique Tree Planting

Along the north side of Colorado Avenue, along the path of the Colorado Avenue Esplanade Project,
workers have dropped multiple tons of red-brown structural soil. Soon it will be covered by the project’s
distinctive pavers. Then the soil’s value grows, and so will the trees!

The structural soil placed along Colorado Avenue is designed to support the pavement above it while
remaining porous, allowing recycled water to penetrate and nourish the 73 trees to be planted along the
Colorado Avenue Esplanade. Furthermore, it solves a major problem that trees in paved urban areas
face: little soil volume for root growth. Unlike traditional “backfill material”, this structural soil contains
a mixture of clay or clay loam in order to increase the water holding capacity and nutrient capacity, good
for tree growth.

An added benefit of structural soil and its welcoming environment for roots is that it reduces the
chances of roots shooting upward, eventually damaging sidewalks.

The “chunky” quality of structural soil allows young Although structural soil is kind to tree roots, it
roots to find space among the rocks. holds considerable weight without settling. For
example, the load in this skip loader weighs
approximately two tons.




