
        
 
Siege       
. 32: 

MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 
 
MONDAY, June 6, 2016 City Council Chambers, Room 213 
7:00 P.M. 1685 Main Street, Santa Monica 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER:  7:04 p.m. 

 
2. ROLL CALL: Present: Lynn Robb, Chairperson 

  Craig Hamilton 
Therese Kelly 
Maegan Pearson 
Amy Rothman 
Patrick Tighe 
 

Also Present: Grace Page, Associate Planner 
Margaret Chapman, Staff Assistant III 
 

Absent: Margaret Griffin 
 

3. SECRETARY’S REPORT: 

 Staff stated that a postcard was included in the packet that outlines 
the Downtown Community Plan event to be held at the Civic 
Auditorium on Thursday, June 9, 2016.  The speaker will be John 
Bela, from Gehl Architects; 

 Staff informed the Board that the month of July contains one meeting 
of the Architectural Review Board due to the Holiday.  Staff is 
surveying the possibility of a special meeting for that month and will 
poll the Board of their availability. 

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  None. 

 
5. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND INPUT:  None. 

 
6. EX PARTE COMMUNICATION:  Board members Hamilton, Kelly, Pearson, 

Rothman, Tighe, and Chairperson Robb individually received E-mails from 
the applicant for Item 7.4, 16-ARB-0425, 1733 Ocean Avenue. 
 
Vice-Chairperson Pearson, Board members Kelly, and Tighe additionally 
individually received an E-mail regarding Item 7.7, 16-ARB-0153, 501 
Colorado Avenue. 
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Chairperson Robb and Board member Hamilton individually conducted 
conversations with the applicant for Item 7.7, 16-ARB-0153, 501 Colorado 
Avenue. 
 

7. REVIEWS: Public input permitted. 
 
A. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
Chairperson Robb made the motion to approve the Consent 
Calendar as submitted that was seconded by Board member Kelly 
and approved by roll call vote 6-0. 

 
a. Resubmissions:  None 

 
b. New Submissions:  

 
7.1. 16ARB-0234,  321 Santa Monica Boulevard:  Retail 

Approval of a projecting sign for retail tenant, Ron 
Teeguarden’s Dragon Herbs. 
ACTION:  APPROVED ON CONSENT CALENDAR 
WITH STAFF CONDITIONS 
 

7.2. **16ARB-0245,1031 Montana Avenue: Retail 
Approval of sign plans for retail tenant, J. Jill. 
ACTION:  APPROVED ON CONSENT CALENDAR 
WITH STAFF CONDITIONS 
 

7.3. **16ARB-0251, 1338-42 5th Street:  Parking Lot 
Approval of landscape plans for a limited-term surface 
parking lot. 
ACTION:  APPROVED ON CONSENT CALENDAR 
WITH STAFF CONDITIONS 
 

B. REGULAR CALENDAR 
 

a. Resubmissions: 
 

7.4. 15ARB-0425, 1733 Ocean Avenue: Restaurant 
Approval of the façade design, colors, materials, 
landscape and sign plans for a new restaurant tenant, 
Jimmy’s Famous American Tavern. 
ACTION:  APPROVED ON REGULAR CALENDAR 
WITH REVISED CONDITIONS 
 
Alex Sario was present to discuss the project. 
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Chairperson Robb closed the public hearing. 
 
Discussion ensued on various aspects of the 
presentation including but not limited to the stucco 
color, outdoor dining canopy, glass screen, and 
landscaping. 
 
Board members stated that the applicant has 
responded to the previous input of the Board and 
implemented revisions since the April 4, 2016 design 
concept review. 
 
The Board expressed their support of the project stating 
that the landscape revisions are appropriate.  The new 
renderings are helpful in evaluating the concept of the 
interior and exterior spaces and the minimization of the 
design and the signage are working appropriately, and 
the overall color palate is strong.  The Board expressed 
concern regarding the six foot high windscreen that 
creates a separation from the sidewalk to the 
restaurant.  
 
Board members stated that a sample stucco color 
would have been beneficial to the Board to assist in the 
review of the project. 
 
The Board conditioned the project and referred the 
applicant to work with Staff to define the stucco color 
darkness. 
 
Chairperson Robb made the motion to approve the 
project with revised conditions that was seconded by 
Board member Rothman and approved by the following 
roll call vote 6-0. 
 
Ayes:  Hamilton, Kelly, Pearson, Rothman, Tighe, and 
Chairperson Robb. 
Noes:  None. 
Abstain:  None. 
Absent:  Griffin. 
 

7.5. 15ARB-0467, 3001 Wilshire Boulevard:  
Retail/Restaurant 
Approval of building façade design, colors, and 
materials for an existing commercial building. 



Architectural Review Board 
June 6, 2016 

 

4 

ACTION:  APPROVED ON REGULAR CALNEDAR 
WITH STAFF CONDITIONS 
 
Kara Block, DFH Architects, was present to discuss the 
project and requested two minutes of additional 
presentation time. 
 
Chairperson Robb made the motion for two additional 
minutes of presentation time for a total of four minutes 
that was seconded by Board member Kelly and 
approved by voice vote. 
 
Chairperson Robb closed the public hearing. 
 
Board members stated that the applicant has 
responded to the previous concerns of the Board 
addressed at the April 18, 2016 meeting and simplified 
the columns, which presents a cleaner and smoother 
project and identifies the three tenants.  The total 
material palate is simple and appropriate.  One Board 
member expressed concern with the heaviness of the 
new overhands, stating that they should be more open, 
transparent, and layered and more of a screen. 
 
Board members also stated that the removal of the 
ramp is unfortunate and the proposed lift is a poor 
alternative.  The Board also recommended a sign 
program for this project and also expressed concern 
with the copper material being finished so that it will not 
degrade and become a permanently etched material. 
 
Vice-Chairperson Pearson made the motion to approve 
the project with Staff conditions that was seconded by 
Board member Hamilton and approved by the following 
roll call vote 6-0. 
 
Ayes:  Hamilton, Kelly, Pearson, Rothman, Tighe, and 
Chairperson Robb. 
Noes:  None. 
Abstain:  None. 
Absent:  None. 
 

7.6. **16ARB-0042, 1636 Bryn Mawr Avenue: Single 
Family  
Approval of a 496 square foot, third story addition 
(within the allowable height limit of 28-feet) to an 
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existing single family residence on a parcel with a grade 
differential greater than 12.5-feet between the front and 
rear parcel line. 
ACTION:  APPROVED ON REGULAR CALENDAR 
WITH STAFF CONDITIONS 
 
Steven Cho was present to discuss the project. 
 
Two chits were submitted, Grady Hall and Frances 
Anderson. 
 
Chairperson Robb closed the public hearing. 
 
Board members verified with Staff that the proposed 
project is allowed within the current City Code for a 
residential project. 
 
Many Board members stated that the applicant has 
revised the project in response to the comments made 
at the April 4, 2016 hearing and the project now 
appears subtle and blends in better with the 
neighborhood with appropriate scale and massing.  The 
Board stated that the applicant, by direction of the 
Board, has successfully submitted aerial views and a 
street cross section of the existing street as it relates to 
the neighborhood, to assist the Board in reviewing the 
project as it relates to the street and neighborhood. 
 
One Board member stated that applicant has the ability 
to build a third story addition as specified in accordance 
with the current City Code; however, expressed 
concern that the applicant did not explore alternatives 
of designing towards the rear of the house. 
 
Board members concurred that the applicant has 
addressed the grade differential, reduced the massing 
of the proposed third story addition and minimized the 
bulk at the street frontage.  The project fits within the 
current Code and the refinements that have occurred in 
the appearance of the addition are more harmonious in 
the scale and the composition of the building and 
appropriate for the neighborhood. 
 
Chairperson Robb made the motion to approve the 
project with Staff conditions that was seconded by 
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Board member Kelly and approved by the following roll 
call vote 5-0. 
 
Ayes:  Hamilton, Kelly, Pearson, Tighe, and 
Chairperson Robb. 
Noes:  Rothman. 
Abstain:  None. 
Absent:  Griffin. 
 

7.7. 16ARB-0153, 501 Colorado Avenue: Hotel  
Modification to a previously approved building design, 
colors, and materials (metal louvers) for a new hotel, 
Hampton Inn & Suites. 
ACTION:  APPROVED ON REGULAR CALENDAR 
WITH STAFF CONDITIONS 
 
Mike Chou, OTO Development, was present to discuss 
the project. 
 
Chairperson Robb closed the public hearing. 
 
Board members stated that the modifications to a 
previously approved building design, colors and 
materials are appropriate, as the presentation by the 
applicant demonstrates that the current approved 
louver design cannot be structurally achieved and 
additional vertical supports are needed based on 
structural requirements to support the horizontal 
louvers. 
 
Board members also stated that the proposed changes 
are above eye level and above the streetscape, and the 
grid appearance will be less apparent.  
 
Board members stated their appreciation of the 
applicant returning to the Board after the discovery that 
the approved louver design could not be structurally 
achieved. 
 
Chairperson Robb made the motion to approve the 
project with Staff conditions that was seconded by Vice-
Chairperson Pearson and approved by the following roll 
call vote 6-0. 
 
Ayes:  Hamilton, Kelly, Pearson, Rothman, Tighe, and 
Chairperson Robb. 
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Noes:  None. 
Abstain:  None. 
Absent:  Griffin. 
 

b. New Submissions:  
 

7.8. 16ARB-0250, 1337 7th Street:  Fire Station 
Approval of building design, colors, materials, and 
landscape plans for the construction of City of Santa 
Monica Fire Station No. 1. 
ACTION:  APPOVED ON REGULAR CALENDAR 
WITH STAFF CONDITIONS 
 
Alex Parry was present to discuss the project. 
 
Chairperson Robb closed the public hearing. 
 
Board members stated that the applicant has 
responded to the comments of the Board from the 
December 21, 2015 and January 20, 2016 float up 
reviews of the project. 
 
Board members also stated that the simplification of the 
materials, defining the entrance, and minimal use of 
brick define the Fire Station and are an improvement to 
the previously reviewed project while opening up to the 
street with transparency. 
 
Board members stated that the revisions create a 
strong building, the white building with glass is more 
sculptured and gives a nice voice. 
 
Board members stated their appreciation of the 
revisions, creating a strong building with an interesting 
alley elevation.  The Board expressed concern with the 
brick on the community space, the remnant of the red 
brick bollards, and the angled striped parking lines. 
 
Chairperson Robb made the motion to approve the 
project with Staff conditions that was seconded by 
Board member Tighe and approved by the following roll 
call vote 6-0. 
 
Ayes:  Griffin, Hamilton, Kelly, Pearson, Rothman, 
Tighe, and Chairperson Robb. 
Noes:  None. 
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Abstain:  None. 
Absent:  Griffin. 
 

8. CONCEPT REVIEWS:  None. 
 

9. DISCUSSION: Public input permitted. 
 

A. Discuss/Update Draft Downtown Community Plan.  Staff to provide 
copies of requested sections of DCP. 
ACTION:  DISCUSSION HELD 
 
Staff updated the Board on the current activities of the Downtown 
Community Plan and reminded the Board there is an event scheduled 
for Thursday, June 9, 2016 at the Civic Auditorium.  There will be a 
speaker, John Bela from Gehl Architects to lead the discussion.  Board 
member Rothman stated her willingness to attend.  Staff directed the 
Board to E-mail Staff if they plan to attend to avoid a quorum.  Staff 
distributed the Development Standards and Design Guidelines and 
polled the Board for requests for a link or complete hard copy.  Please 
E mail Staff with your preference. 
 

B. Reports from Board members regarding community and/or public 
meetings they have attended. 
ACTION:  DISCUSSION HELD 
 
Chairperson Robb solicited comments from the Board regarding the 
Boards and Commission Dinner.   Comments on the menu, location 
and the movie theatre were expressed.  There is a link to the video on 
the City or Council website.   
 

10. FUTURE BOARD AGENDA ITEMS:  Chairperson Robb stated that 
assessments with projects on Lincoln Boulevard would benefit from a 
photomontage.  Chairperson Robb also stated that the influx of murals 
throughout the City, may benefit from Architectural Review Board review 
and agendized a discussion to review the design components of murals. 
 

11. ADJOURNMENT:  Chairperson Robb made the motion to adjourn at 8:52 
p.m. that was seconded by Board member Tighe and adjourned by voice 
vote. 

mc 
06-13-16  
ATTEST: APPROVED: 
 
 
________________________________ ____________________________ 
Margaret Chapman Lynn Robb 
Staff Assistant III Chairperson 


