
 

Information Item 

 

 

Date: June 22, 2015 
   

To:  Mayor and City Council  

From:  Debbie Lee, Communications and Public Affairs Officer 

Subject: Update on Southern California Edison’s Capital Improvement Projects 

 

Introduction 

This information item provides an update on the Southern California Edison’s capital 

improvement projects throughout the City of Santa Monica. 

  
Discussion 
Southern California Edison (SCE) is the purveyor of power to the City and as such 

regularly works in the City of Santa Monica. Ongoing work includes service requests 

from customers, preventative maintenance, and repairs due to failures. SCE is also 

making a significant investment to replace aging equipment through infrastructure 

replacement projects. These projects expand and upgrade transmission and distribution 

networks and improve reliability by replacing equipment before it fails.  

 

SCE constantly tracks and monitors outages, measures “system reliability” from the 

data collected, and plans infrastructure replacement projects accordingly. Two of the 

metrics utilized are: the System Average Interruption Duration Index (SAIDI) and the 

System Average Interruption Frequency Index (SAIFI). 

 

 SAIDI measures the amount of time the average SCE customer was without 

power for more than five minutes (called a “sustained outage”) in a given year.  

 SAIFI is the number of times the average SCE customer experienced a 

sustained outage in a given year.  



  

 

SCE system reliability reports, including SAIDI and SAIFI metrics, are available on The 

Outage Center area of SCE’s website at https://www.sce.com/wps/portal/home/outage-

center/reliability-reports and attached as Attachment 1. 

  

SAIDI and SAIFI metrics informed the eight underground vault replacements and two 

circuit rebuilds planned in Santa Monica during 2015. The total financial investment for 

this work, not including routine maintenance work, is approximately $4.5 million. The 

locations and estimated schedules for this work are as follows: 

 

Underground Vault Replacements 

• Arizona Ave. east of 20th Street – Complete 

• Marine Street and Main Street – Complete 

• Broadway and 2nd Street - Complete 

• Barnard Way south of Ocean View Park is currently underway - Forecasted 

completion July 

• Arizona Ave. south of 4th Court. Forecasted Schedule May – June 

• San Vicente Blvd., north of 1st Court - Forecasted Schedule May – June 

• Montana Ave. north of 12th Court – Forecasted Schedule July – August 

• Santa Monica Blvd west of 2nd Court – Forecasted Schedule to be determined 

A map of underground vault replacements is included in Attachment 1. 

 

Circuit Rebuilds 

• Ashland & Pearl – Forecasted completion June 

• East Montana & San Vicente - Forecasted completion December 

Maps of the circuit rebuilds are attached hereto as Attachment 2. 

 

In addition, due to new structural requirements for electrical poles, SCE will be 

assessing all poles throughout the City over the next couple of months. Areas 

designated as potential high wind zones and high fire (meaning potential fire if loss of 

https://www.sce.com/wps/portal/home/outage-center/reliability-reports
https://www.sce.com/wps/portal/home/outage-center/reliability-reports


  

pole integrity), primarily in the northwest area of the City, will be prioritized first. Based 

on the results of the assessment a prioritized schedule of necessary pole replacements 

will be developed and implemented over the next couple of years. More information on 

the pole assessment program is available on the Safety area of SCE’s website at 

https://www.sce.com/wps/portal/home/safety and a map of poles is attached as 

Attachment 3. 

 

SCE notifies customers in advance when planned work is anticipated to result in a 

power outage. Information on how to prepare for a planned outage is available on 

Outage Center area of SCE’s website at https://www.sce.com/wps/portal/home/outage-

center/outage-basics. SCE support is available at 1-800-655-4555 for Residential 

Customer Support and 1-888-759-6056 for Planned Outage Notice Questions.  

  
Prepared By: Melissa Lindley, Community Relations Coordinator  

 

Attachments: 1 – Circuit Reliability Review, City of Santa Monica, January 2015 

  2 – Circuit Rebuilds Maps 

  3 – Map of Poles 
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Attachment 1 

Circuit Reliability Review, City of Santa Monica, January 2015 

 



   



  



   



  



   



  



   



  



   



  



  

 



   



  



   



  



   



  



   



   



  



  



   



  



   



  



 

 

Attachment 2 

Circuit Rebuilds Maps 

 



  



  

Attachment 3 

SCE Poles 

 
Poles in potential high fire and wind areas are indicated in red and yellow. 


